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On EXCITABILITY. 


ONCERNING the nature of excita- 
bility, or how it is affected by the ex- 


citing powers, we are entirely ignorant. Be 


it what it will, ſome of it, or ſome force 
of it, is given to every one at the ſame in- 
ſtant with life. If we conſider the power 
or abundance of it, when given, in ſome 
animals and different in others, the queſ- 
tion becomes quite of another nature. 
Partly on account of the uncertain nature 
of the thing, and partly for want of com- 
mon language and the novelty alſo of this 
doctrine, of which we ſhalt treat after- 
wards in different places, one is the 


reaſon why the excitability ſhould abound 
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4 VARIOUS SYSTEMS 


when little ſtimulus is applied, and how 
the ſame excitability ſhould be deficient, 
exhauſted, and conſumed, after the ſame 
ſtimulus is applied with too great vehem- 
ence, or otherwiſe. But let us here, as well 
as in other places, ſtand firm to truth. The 
deceitful queſtion concerning cauſes, be- 
ing almoſt incomprehenſible, that venom- 
ed ſnake of Philoſophy muſt be cautiouſly 
ſhunned and avoided. Let no one therefore 
pry into the nature of the excitability, 
from what has been lately ſaid, whether 
it be matter or not, and thus may be 
either encreaſed or diminiſhed ; or whether 
it ſhould be defined a modification of 
matter, which at one time is in its bloom 
and vigour, at another, diminiſhed and de- 
cayed ; nor will even this hidden queſtion 
be come at, or interpreted, which has al- 
ways almoſt been done to the greateſt 
detriment of ſcience. 


As ſome excitability, however ſmall, is 
neceſſary for a living ſyſtem, nor can the 
action of exciting powers either in a 
ſtronger or weaker degree be ever want- 

X 2 ing, 


OF MEDICINE. 5 


ing, conſiſtent with life; in all theſe ex- 
citing powers, therefore, either a greater 
or leſs, a too much or deficient, or an ade- 
quate force, muſt be conceived to exiſt. 


Superflaity of blood is too great a ſti- 
mulus, and for that reaſon excites diſ- 
eaſes that have a too great ſtimulus for 
their cauſe; yet the want of blood, altho” 
it debilitates, and brings on diſorders 
conſiſting in debility, muſt be underſtood 
to ſtimulate, but only- in proportion to' 
the ſcarcity of it. This docttine is ſup- 
ported from the effeAs of the operation of 
all the other exciting powers; unleſs 
poiſons, perhaps and contagions may ſeem 
to merit an exception. But poiſons either 
do not give riſe to common diſeaſes, of 
| which we are here treating, or if they do, 
it is by the ſame mode of operation, by 
which the other exciting powers act. 


Some diſeaſes, conliſting in too great a 
ſtimulus or in too great debility, are the re- 
ſult of contagions. Both of which diſeaſes, 
as not only contagions, but other common 

A2 poiſons 
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poiſons. operating as ſtimulants may create, 
I ſay; fince' the effects of both are the 
ſame, they muſt both have the ſame mode 
of operation. Moreover, that contagions 
are ſtronger than the more known poi- 
ſons, will be afterwards demonſtrated. 
To this we may add that no remedies 
remove diſeaſes, brought on by conta gi- 
ons, beſides thoſe which cure diſeaſes, 
depending on the operation of the com- 
mon noxious powers. In fine, the great 
debilitating power, in ſome contagions, 
does not prove a different mode of opera- 
tion, more than an equal or greater de- 
bility, ariſing from different degrees of 
cold, proves it not always to be a debilitant. 


* 
d 4 


Since the common powers alone, pro- 
duce every thing neceſſary for life, and 
their operation alone is ſtimulant ; there- 
fore all neceſſaries of life, whether they 
' procure good or bad health, conſiſt in a 


ſtimulus and in nothing elle, 


Excitement, the effect of the powers 
which are the cauſe of life, may ariſe to 
| ſuch 
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ſuch bounds as to deſtroy it; when raiſ- 
ed to, a proper degree, produces good 
health ; if carried higher, propenſity to 
diſeaſes, or ſuch themſelves; if the ſame 
powers are applied in too low a degree, 
diſeaſes conſiſting in * will be the 
Ur N alſo. 


The nature of this excitability and 
excitememt is ſuch, that the weaker the 
powers have operated, or the leſs the 
ſtimulus has been, the more the excita- 
bility i is redundant ; and the more the ſti- 
muli have been applied, the more exhauſt- 
ed will be the excitability ; the ſtimulus 
applied to the former, will produce great ; 
excitement, but if to the latter, the contrary 
muſt take place, To illuftrate this, a boyor 
a ſober man, by a ſmall ſtimulus, unac- 
cuſtomed to ſuch, ſoon obtains as great 
an excitement, as they can well bear. 
Grown up men as well as drunkards are 
examples of tbis alſo. All the powers 
have the ſame effect, cauling little excite- 
ment in the former caſe, and-a great deal 
in the latter. . 


As 
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As excitement ariſes from the ſtimulus - 
of exciting powers, accompanied with 
excitability, ſo the proportion is found 
betwixt the ſtimulus and excitability ; 
the middle ſtimulus, affecting the middle 
or half conſumed excitability, cauſes the 
greateſt excitement ; . which excitement de- 
creaſes; in proportion to the magnitude 
of the ſtimulus, or in proportion to the 
augmentation of the excitability, more 
than what is ſufficient. Hence follows 
the vigour of youth, and the weakneſs of 
childhood, and old age. Hence ariſes 
that vigour, from proper application of 
the neceſſaries of life, to people who have 
lived too low, 


The truth of this is ſo clear, that each 
age has its peculiar ſtate of power, and 
each ſtate its peculiar degree of vigour ; 
alſo in child-hood, on account of the ex- 
citability being great, in order to preſerve 
health, a ſmall degree of ſtimuli are ne- 
ceſſary; but if too little be applied, it be- 
comes languid and falls away; or if too 
much are applied, it becomes weary, 


fatigued, 
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fatigued, &c. and in the end is quite 
overcome. Old age, and that infirmity 
concomitant with it, ariſes from a de- 
* ficiency of excitability, and requires a de- 
gree of ſtimuli proportionate to the defi- 
ciency, &c. if applied too ſparingly, life 
languiſhes; and if in too great quantity, 
it is quite overcome. Hence the more 
copious the excitability, the eaſier it is 
ſatiated, or the leſs ſtimulus it can bear. 
On the contrary, the more the excitability 
Is worn, the more ſtimuli it admits of, 
until at laſt, when it is almoſt inticely 
worn out, the leaſt ſtimulus muſt neceſ- 
ſarily extinguiſh the fire of life. 
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But there are certain limits within 
which theſe come to paſs. Thus, as has 
been ſaid, life is terminated two ways; 
the one of which is by exhauſted excitabi- 

* lity, which may be effected by the force of 
violent ſtimuli, a ſhort time continued, or 
by more moderate ſtimulants a long time 
applied. Both caſes tend to the ſame end; 
fince the greatneſs of the ſtimulus com- 
penſates 
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penſates for its ſhort duration, and the 


long continuance correſponds to its me- 
diocrity. Sudden death is a conſequence 


of the former, if the ſyſtem is prediſpoſed 


to diſeaſe particularly, but the latter 
affects the ſame more flowly ; and altho', 
even the moſt proper meaſure of ex- 
citement ſhould be kept up, yet death at 
laſt; tho' later muſt inevitably be the con- 
ſequence. _ 
this; but by the application of more of 
the powers, &c. the end will ſooner be 
accompliſhed. 


Dtunkeneſs, or its attendants, ſweat- 
ing, langour, beat, either alone, or ſuc- 
ceeding, cold, lowneſs of mind, after deep 
thought, or violent exertions of the men- 
tal faculties, and in fine ſleep; I fay, all 
theſe are the reſult of too great ſtimuli, 
which exhauſt the excitability, The 
weakneſs | concomitant to old age, and 
the danger of diſeaſes of this fort, together 
with the very diſeaſes themſelves always 

are 
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are the conſequence of the application of 
exciting powers in different degrees; and 
the conſequence is death either way. A 
ſtimulus long applied, often loſes its 
effect; in which caſe, a freſh one anſwers 
the end for excitement. Thus, ſtrong 
liquor induces fleep, after a hearty dinner, 
very often; or produces the ſame effect 
after fatigue; either of body or mind ; but 
a {till higher ſtimulus will remove the ef- 
fect, as opium, &c. and if in this conditi- 


on, a beloved object ſhould retire, and 
there is any tolerable hopes of regaining 


her, the conſequence will be the removal 
of the effects, produced by the former 


ſtimulus. A friend will often rouſe us 


by ſome agteeable diſcourſe, or the reverſe. 

To repair the excitability, long operated 
upon by various ſtimuli, is an affair very 
arduous to, undertake, becauſe the more 
they have had recoutſe to ſuch, the leſs 
effe& can be produced by new ones, by 
the operation of which the languiſhing 
excitement Mould be rouſed up; and as 
the excitability exhauſted by one ſtimulus, 
e by 
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by wine for example, may deſtroy life, 
with more certainty, will the too great 
application of a greater number - 
the ſame effect. 


Which caſe is the more dangerous, 
becauſe the loſs of that excitability, after 
it has attained a certain degree, is at laſt 
irreparable; and nothing equal to it now 
remains,. to produce proper excitement, 
except the very things which produce the 
diſeaſe, viz. powerful ſtimulus. 


In fine, ſuch is the nature of this loſs, 
that unleſs ſome proper application be 
made for the preſervation of life, and 
ſuch as is ſuitable to nature, death will 
immediately be the conſequence. The 
difficulty of curing drunkards, gluttons, 
and thoſe labouring under diſeaſes ariſing 

from ſimilar effects, are ſufficient proofs 
of the reality of what bas been now ad- f 


: vanced. 


Thus, excitability pedo by Rimulli, 


induces that — of weakneſs which is 
SER] properly 
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properly called indirect debility, which is 
not the conſequence of a deficiency of 
ſtimuli, but of too great a quantity of 
the ſame. In the whole progreſs to indi- 
rect debility, the firſt effect of eachſti- 
mulus is greater than the next follow- 
ing, and this diminution is regular in 
retrogradation, until no force of ſtimuli 

will produce any effect. 


The ſecond condition, finiſhing ex- 
citement, is the exciting powers applied in 
too low a degree, and therefore not ade- 
quate to produce ſufficient excitement ; 
which caſe, as it ariſes from a deficiency 
of ſtimult, and a, ſuperfluity of excitabi- 
lity, muſt be diſtinguiſhed, for the fake 
of utility, from the other caſe, where 
there is laid before you the deficiency of 
exvitability, by the force of the ſtimulus 

applied to the ſyſtem. All the ſtimuli may 
be ſo deficiently applied as to bring on 
this ſtate, which is denominated direct 
gebility. They all, therefore, tend to con- 
n. and illuſtrate this eee 
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Here the excitability abounds, and be- 
cauſe the ſtimuli are withdrawn it is not 


exhauſted, Thus in a cold bath, by a de- 
fleicncy in point of heat, and therefore in 


the ſum of the whole ſtimuli, the excite- 
fnent 1s leffened, and the excitability, as not 
being operated on by the ſtimulus, en- 
creaſes. The ſame is evident in ill fed peo- 


ple, and water drinkers, and in the in- 


frm, the thoughtleſs and indolent, 


As the excitement decreaſes in propor- 


tion as the excitability encreaſes, ſo it may 


be carried to ſuch a pitch as to produce 
death, of which, cold, hunger, loſs of 
fluids, a ſedentary life, grief and anxiety 
of mind, all bear teſtimony. But if cold 
ſometimes ſeems - to ſtimulate, it does not 


120 ſo merely as a ſtimulus, but either by di- 


miniſhing too great heat, and reducing it 
to a proper ſtandard, or by opening a free 
communication for the air to the ſyſtem, 
or by relieving the excitabilicy, acted on 
too much by a too great ſtimulus. In 
like manner, if the affections juſt menti- 

dogned 
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oned affiſt the operation of the WA EX 


' citing powers, they effect this by a ſimilar 


mode of operation. 

One ſtimulus often compenſates for the 
want of another, and in proportion to the 
magnitude of the excitability, &c. and 
will anſwer its end ; thus joyful news and 
chearful company helps to fupport thoſe 


that are poorly fed; a draught of good. 


liquor lulls the unexerciſed, either in 
body or mind; and opium in- caſe of 
neceſſity will effect the ſame. Baccbus is 
uſeful in the abſence of Venus, and vice 
ver/4 ; either of theſe ſupplying the place 
of the other, and thus driving away dul- 
Ineſs. The fame is evident, in the uſe 
of thoſe ſtimuli,” defired more through 


cuſtom than nature; thus the want of 


- ſnuff is ſupplied by chewing tobacco; and 


the latter by the ſame vegetable con- 


yerted into ſmoak. 


Moreover, ſome functions may be ſo 


impaired for a time, as to prevent a flow 
WG > 4 þ 2 | of 


r a. $604 0 p 
W Fe 2 © ng ev. aA Lanny wwe ans > * 8 n 7 
. * * 2 _ - — e 3 — 1 — * # 
4 * . — * * *. — — o 
a = x 
LEY 2 5 a T n 10 


16 VARIOUS SYSTEMS 


of ſome accuſtomed natural ſtimulus ; 
when others leſs natural, &c, being ſub- 
ſtituted, keep up life, till ſuch time as 
the functions are reſtored, and the more 
natural ſtimuli brought back, accompani- 
ed with .health, and vigour of body and 
mind. As too great excitability, the 
* conſequence of too little application of 
a ſtimulus, may be diminiſhed through- 
out all its degrees, as it were, by one 
ſtimulus, &c. from the leaſt to its greateſt 
extent, and thus danger gyarded againſt, 
until it be brought to that ſtate which 
conſtitutes ſound health; ſo the more the 
excitability abounds ; that is, the leſs it is 
acted on by ftimuli, the leſs muſt the ſti- 
'mulus be at firſt applied; and the excita- 
bility may arrive at ſuch a height, as tq 
admit of no ſtimulus, and conſequently 
po excitement can be kept up, 


Ihe uſe of any debilitating power, both 
iUuſtrates and confirms this, as may be 
ſeen in the examples of cold, hunger, 
thirſt, and allo in Fevers, | 


5 & 2 
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This fate excitability: paſſes 
ſo precipitately on to death, that the only 
method of guarding againſt ſuch a con- 
ſequence, or ſupporting life, is to attack 
its progreſs, firſt by a very little ſtimulus, 
not much greater than that which was 
the cauſe of it; then, after having leflen» 
ed part of its ſuperfluity, we may uſe 2 
little ſtronger ; and, in proportion as it is 
diminiſhed, to proceed with a Rronger 
ſtill ; and that whatever is ſuperfluous 
may be removed, until we obtain that 


ſtate of mediocrity, which conſtitutes 


health, which ftate is diametrically op- 
polite, either to that debility, ariſing from 
the excitability being worn out, or to the 
ſtate that ariſes from too redundant e- 
citability, being a middle ſtate between 
too extremes. Thus, the famiſhed are 
not to be recovered by a full diet at firſt, 
nor the Jong thirſty by too much drink 
given immediately, but by little and little, 
and encreaſed by degrees. A perſon ſtiff 
with cold, is to be warmed by the ſame 
rales. Joyful tidings are e to be made 


| known © 
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known gradually to the heart broken. 
The lofs of the battle of Cannæ, was told 
to the matrons by thoſe Wo eſcaped, 
firſt, as a doubtful report, then as a little 
more certain; but at laft, as ſurpaſſing 
all doubt, were told the whole event, 
after they had been ſtrengthened by ſti- 
mulants, and refreſhed with Falernian 
wine. More ſtimulus ſhould be uſed in 
the beginning, than at the end, in Fevers 
of the lower kind than in the higher, and 
in diſeaſes of weakneſs than in Pevers ; 
but we muſt begin and continue on as we 
have here already mentioned. 


| F or ſince all life conſiſts in a ſtimulus, 
and as either the ſuperabandance or ſcarci- 
ty of it, gives riſe to diſeaſes, and that in 
proportion to ſuch ; thus the remedies of 
both are to be proportioned to ſuch, and 
'A great force of ſtimuli is to be applied to 
the great defect of excitability, and ſuch a 
proportion to the ſuperabundant exci/a- 
bility, as may reduce it to the ſtandard of 


| | health, 


Debility, 
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Debility, ariſing from the defect of ſti- 
mulants, is called direct, becauſe it is the 
conſequence of the application of the 
neceſſaries of life, in too ſmall a degree. 


During the whole courſe of direct debi- 
ity, by diminiſhing the ſtimulus, at laſt 
the excitability will be ſo increaſed as to 
admit of no excitement. Which, there- 
fore, ſhould never be ſo treated, or death 
muſt be the conſequence, nor ſhould we 
ever add a direct diſeaſe to an indirect, or 
increaſe any ſpecies of debility, from a 
vain hope of advantage, derived from the 
application of an unaccuſtomed ſtimulus. 
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© FT WE 


PHLOGISTIC DIATHESTIS. 


F all the powers which tend to create 
either a Phlogiſtic Diatheſis, predit- 


3 poſition to Phlogiſtic Diſeaſe, ' or the diſ- 


eaſes themſelves, heat is one of the greateſt. 
Thus that very ſame power, the moſt ne- 
ceſſary to the growth, exiſtance, and well 
being of animals and vegetables, under 
certain circumſtances, becomes the moſt 
hurtful. Applied in a moderate degree, 
proper excitement will be the conſequence; 
in a higher degree a Phlogiſtic Diatheſis, 
- prediſpoſition to diſeaſe, or diſeaſe muſt 
take place; but if in a violent meaſure, 
that diſorder will follow that is denomi- 
nated indirect debility, 


Heat, 
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Heat, acting on a living ſyſtem; is ge- 
nerally applied more tg the ſurface than 
the inward parts; hence its operation is 
to excite the extreme veſſels, ſo as to di- 
miniſh their diameters, which it often 
does to ſuch a degree, as to almoſt cloſe 
them up, and prevent perſpiration, which 

greatly increaſes the diſorder: Hence in 
the meafles and ſmall pox, the irritating 
matter is retained, &c. which greatly in- 
creaſes the excitement, in the ſurface. 
This power is equally hurtful in all 
Phlogiſtic diſeaſes, 


As cold can conſtringe the particles 
of a living animal, after the fame manner 
that it does inanimate matter; fo this 
conſtriction, becauſe the degree of cold 
which is adequate to affect it, cannot be 
long ſupported by a living ſyſtem, cannot 
increaſe ; I ſay, that conſtriction cannot 
increaſe by length of time, or continue, 
after the cauſe is removed, without de- 


18 life. 
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The perſpiration ſuppreſſed in Phlogiſtic 

diſeaſes, and the ſymptoms attending this 
- obſtructed perſpiration, which are com- 
monly ſuppoſed to proceed from ſpaſm, 
or cold acting by conſtriction, are nothing 


elſe than the common Diatheſis increaſed 
in the ſkin. 


The ſtimulus of heat, and the other 
exciting powers, act more powerfully 
after the operation of cold, for reaſons to 
be mentioned.“ 


The debilitating effect of cold is ſo in- 
creaſed by moiſture, as to prove often 
noxious, and always threatens to be ſo, if 
its effects are not properly and ſpeedily 
obviated ; but always is hurtful in a 
Phlogiſtic Diatheſis, by increaſing the 
effect of the ſucceeding ſtimuli; and in 
the contrary Diatheſis, it injures by con- 
tinuing its debilitating power, The only 
ſort of food which is in danger of ſtimu- 
\ lating too much, is fleſh meat and all kind 
of aliment prepared from ſuch animal food, 
as 
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as alſo meat too ſalt and too hard, 


eſpecially when it tends to a ſtate of 7 


putrefaction. This ſtimulus, which 


reaches the whole ſyſtem, is therefore 


called a diffuſible one, ſo, it operates on 
the ſtomach, ſome what more than on any 
other equal part of the body. Condiments 
have the ſame efficacy, a ſmall portion of 
which on account of their violent power 
of ſtimulating, will be ſufficient, - 


Spirituous and vinous liquors, in which 
there exiſts alkahol, diluted, ſtimulate 
ſooner, and their operation is of ſhorter 
duration, than victuals prepared with con- 
diments; and that, in proportion to the 
quantity of alkahol they contain. All 


theſe different kinds of food poſſeſs a 


diffuſible, and conſequently a direct 


ſtimulus. A ftimulus is called direct, be- 


cauſe it forthwith operates on the excita- 
_ bility of the part to which it is applied, 
Another kind of ſtimulus; depending on 
the moderate diſtention of muſcular fibres, 
co-operates with a direct ſtimulus, at 
leaſt,” 
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leaſt, as far as it regards victuals, and is 
conſequently called an indirect ſtimulus, 


The bulk alone of animal and vegetable 
food, the indirect ſtimulus of which latter 
1s feeble, affords this indirect ſtimulus. 


Good and abundant chyle, and blood, 
made of animal food, is a further ſti- 


mulus; by this ſtimulus the excitement 


every where is increaſed, and more 
than any other equal part in the blood 
veſlels, and, that in proportion to the a- 
bundance of blood. The nature or quality 
of the blood avails nothing, at leaſt as a 
cauſe, its efficacy is owing only to its a- 
bundance, which acts with a conſtant im- 
petus, diſtending the muſcular fibres of 
the veſſels. f 


The very celebrated plethora of phyſi- 
cians, correſponds with the Phlogiſtic Di- 
athefis, and 1s proportioned to its mag- 


nitude. Does this ſtimulating effect in- 


creaſe by the velocity of the blood, and 
conſcquently by ee motion, which 
increaſes 
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Increaſes the return of the blood too 
ſpeedily, to the heart, in conſequence. of 
compreſſing the veins ? Nothing is more 
ſufficient to bring on a Phlogiſtic Diatheſis, 
and Phlogiſtic diſeaſes, than this ſtimulus, 
which diſeaſes are the more violent, the 
more abundant the blood is, and the more 
rapid its motion. This is further proved 
by all the ſymptoms attending theſe diſ- 
eaſes, particularly by the pulſation of the 
arteries. This is alſo further proved by 
veneſection, purging, and abſtinence from 
food, which remedies are more than ef- 
fectual to re-eſtabliſh health here, and ſo 
manifeſtly hurtful in diſeaſes of a dif- 
ferent indication. 


The other fluids ſecreted from the blood, 
are conſidered as ſtimulants alſo, each diſ- 
tending their veſſels in different degrees, 
for which purpoſe milk and ſemen, both 
being abundant in their reſpective veſſels, 
and in like manner, the perſpirable fluids 
are very effectual. A commotion of a ſc- 


creting organ, cauſed by the excitability, 
5 Which 
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which is one and the ſame indiviſible pro- 
perty all over the ſyſtem, is eaſily diffuſed 
throughout the body; when it is too 
great, and particularly when conjoined 
with other highly exciting powers, is ade- 


quate to the production of a Phlogiſtic 


Diatheſis. 


Intenſe thinking, operating on the or- 
gan to which it is directly applied, more 
than on any other equal part, increaſes the 
excitemeut all over the ſyſtem. An exer- 
tion of the ſame faculty, whether very 
great, but for a ſhort time, or in a 
lower degree, but often repeated and ha- 
bituated, even alone, can be hurtful, 
and when conjoined with other exciting 


powers that are noxious, from the great- 


neſs of their ſtimulus, may be more ſo, 
and ſufficient to produce a Phlogiftic Dia- 
theſis. That degree of thought which 
wears out the cxcitability, as being purely 
an indirect debilitant, is excepted in this 


place. 


Violent 
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Violent paſſions of che mind, ſuch as 


great rage, violent refentment, immo- 
derate joy, which arrive not at that mag- 


nitude, as to wear out the excitability, 
tend to the ſame that the exertion of 


thinking does, and admits of the fame ex- 


planation. FOO 


Hereafter mention will be made of 


air, as a ſtimulus, without conſidering 


temperature ; when, treating of particular 


noxious powers, ſuch as contagion. 


From the operation of any one of theſe 
powers, a Phlogiſtic Diatheſis, prediſpoſi- 
tio o diſeaſe, or diſeaſe itſelf, may take 
place; but ſuch effects are moſtly the 


conſequence of all or many of ſuch powers 
conjoined, and do not proceed from any 
power implanted in the ſyſtem. 


In producing this Phlogiſtic Diatheſis 


an inflammation of a particular part, in 


ſuch as are not prediſpoſed, is inſafficient 


for theſe reaſons, becauſe ſuch an inflam- 
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26 VARIOUS SYSTEMS 
pl mation happens very often without a 
general Diatheſis, becauſe in diſeaſes which 
are al ways attended with general inflam- 
mation, a local inflammation follows the 
Diatheſis, and follows a Pyrexia itſelf ge- 
nerally, and neyer precedes it ; and becauſe 
thoſe diſeaſes, whoſe Pyrexia depends on 
an inflammation of the part, by the re- 
moval of ſuch a partial inflammation ; 
theſe Diſeaſes are removed, and the re- 
medics which remove a Phlogiſtic Dia- 
theſis, ſeldom do any good in this caſe. 


Alſo, becauſe whenever a partial inflam- 
mation ſeems to conſtitute a Phlogiſtic 
diſeaſe, that inflammation produces evi- 


-  dently different diſeaſes in people of dif- 


ferent conſtitutions, or in the ſame perſon 
at different times, In order that you may 
the better underſtand that the event is di. 
rected by the Diatheſis, and that the Di- 
atheſis does not proceed from the inflam- 
mation of the part; and becauſe, in ſome 
caſes, where a ſhadow of a Phlogiſtic diſ- 
eaſe appears, that inflammation, which is 

commonly 
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commonly conſidered as the cauſe of the 
Diſeaſe, and was ſuppoſed itſelf a ſymptom 
of a different affection, and laſtly, becauſe 
4 ſuppoſition of the diſeaſes, proceeding 
from inflammation, falſly ſuppoſes prediſ- 


poſition not neceſſary for producing the 


Diſeaſe. | 


Stimulants, acrid ſubſtances, and com- 
preſſion, acting on a part, and injuring it, 
are not to be ranked among general powers 


creating a Phlogiſtic Diatheſis; for if 
people fall into this Diatheſis, it cauſes _ 


a Diſeaſe, if not, the affection is not a 
Phlogiſtic one, but only an appearance 
or fuch, differing in caufe, ſymptoms, 
and cure; nor is there any regard to 
be paid to theſe local affections, in diſ- 
orders of this kind, than as far as they 
ſhould be underſtood to be hurtful, when 
conjoined with a Phlogiſtic Diatheſis, and 
are to be removed conſequently as much 
as in our power; but their effects are 
never to be confounded with the effects 


of a general excitement, conſtituting Phlo- £ 
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giſtic Dae, which ridding is 
the general opinion. Of theſe ſtimuli, com- 
preſſion is to be rejected on another ac- 
count, becauſe it is a ſymptom of a dif- 
ferent diſeaſe, whether common or local, 


and takes place, as well in every Diatheſis, 
as when there is none at all. 


Thus, then, the cauſe of a Phlogiſtic 
Diatheſis, proceeds from the operation of 
the powers mentioned; whereupon too 
great an excitement of the living ſyſtem 
takes place ; firſt increaſing all the acti- 
ons, afterwards diſturbing ſome, and di- 
miniſhing others, by inducing debility, 
but never as long as the excitement con- 
tinues. The origin of all Phlogiſtic 
Diſeaſes, therefore, is the ſame, and no 
other. 


Before the diſturbance of the functions, 
which never takes place until a proper 
diſorder is formed, and then even, only in 
its greater violence, all the ſenſes, all the 
motions, both voluntary and involuntary, 


are 
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are ſtronger, the genius more acute, the 
ſenſibility and affections greater. The 
heart and arteries are proved to acquire 
vigour by their increaſed pulſations; the 
extreme veſſels of the body are proved to 
acquire vigour by their heat, all the 
muſcles by their inereaſed ſtrength; the 
internal ſecretions, by an abundance of 
milk and ſemen; the digeſtive organs by 
adelire for victuals and by the force of the 
powers of digeſtion, vigour of body, and 
an evident redundancy of blood, all which 
tend to prove the ſame. How much the 
faculties of the mind and paſſions are in- 
creaſed in vigour, we learn by comparing 
them, in this Diatheſis, with themſelves 
in ſound health, and alſo in the ſecond 
ſpecies of Diſeaſes, and the prediſpoſition 
to the ſpecies. Thus all the actions are 
firſt increaſed. 


The diſturbance of which actions, dur- 
ing the continuance of too great excite- 
ment, does not appear much in this ſtate 
of the Diſeaſe, clearly to point out the 

W ſtate 
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ſtate of vigour then preſent in the con- 


ſtitution, ſo that you cannot clearly ob- 
ſerve the mark of too much vigour. 


: 


The cauſe, diſturbing the actions, is a 


Diatheſis raifed too high or too great 
excitement all over the body ; whence it 


comes to paſs, that in the progreſs of the 


diſeaſe, many marks of indirect debility, 
which belong to another place, appear. 
In like manner, the ſame excitermnt vio- 
lently affaulting any part neceſſary for 
life, or highly excitable, is conne&- 
ed with the general excitement of the 
whole body, neceſſarily, and not the latter 
with the former. 


- The debilitating ſtate of theſe diſeaſes, 


conſiſts in ſuch an increaſe of the Dia- 
theſis as produces horrour, languor, and 
laſſitude, by checking the perſpiration, 
and leſſening the action of the ſtomach, or 
otherwiſe injuring it, by exciting too much 
its muſcular fibres, as ſhall be mentioned 
in full - in its proper place. | 


Inaſmuch 


— 


A 
— 
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Inaſmuch as theſe effects proceed from 
too great excitement and are removed by 
debilitating powers, conſequently not 
debility but an excitement, greater than 
is neceflary for performing the proper. 
actions, is conſidered as the cauſe of theſe 
effects. 


— 


The exciting powers create and increaſe 
excitement all over the body, - becauſe ex- 
:tability is one indiviſihle quality through- 
out, and whenever affected, is every where 
aged on. Again, thele affect any one part 
more than any other equal part, becauſe 
they directly operate on the part, each on 
different parts. As far as the ſame powers 
do not diminiſh the force of the actions, 
they do it, becauſe they ſtimulate directly, 
and too highly, nor carry on the ſtimulus 
to that magaitude which becomes an in- 
direct debilitating noxious power. They 
diminiſh tonic actions, ſuch as of the ſto- 
mach, muſcles, and brain, for a ſhort 
time; on this account, becauſe a very high 
ſtimulating power is improper for the. 
perfect 
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perfect functions of theſe organs. Take 
care not to think that this diminution 
proceeds from a deficiency of ſtimulus, 
and diſtinguiſh it from dyſpeptic ſymp- 
toms of long ſtanding, evidently arifing 
from a debilitated. ſource, conjoined with 
a concourſe of ſymptoms of the ſame in- 
dication, and which are to be removed by 
ſtimulating powers. 


EXCITEMENT, affecting the brain or 
lungs, and diſturbing their actions, ariſes 
on this account, becauſe the ſtimulus ef 
the diſtending blood is there more acute, 
and there, finding a greater excitability 
than in any other part, increaſes to a 
bigher degree the effect of both, viz. ex- 
citement hurts theſe Organs, and comes 
near to ſuch a ſtate of the part at laſt, as 
that its excitability may be intirely worn 
Out. | 


Obſtructed perſpiration cauſes horrour 
and a ſenſe of cold; but obſtructed per- 
ſpiration itſelf is cauſed by a Phlogiſtic 

Diathe fis, 
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Diathefis, highly increaſed on the extreme 

_ veſſels. The Diatheſis is more exquiſite - 
on the external than internal parts, becauſe 
the operation of extraordinary heat alone 
is more powerful, on the ſurface of which 
it is directly applied, than in the internal 
parts, or becauſe the operation is in- 
creaſed, in conſequence of the preceding 
cold permitting the excitability to be more 
highly increaſed there, than in the in- 
ternal parts. That this is not to be attri= - 
buted to ſpaſm or the aſtringent operation | 

of cold, we learn from the effects of the 

ſame highly exciting powers cauſing all 
the other ſymptoms as well as theſe, and 
alſo from the ſame remedies which remove 


this ſymptom, as well as every other part 
of the diſeaſe. 


Symptoms of debility follow a vehement 
Diatheſis in proper Phlogiſtic diſeaſes, 
becauſe the continuance of excitement in- 
creaſed, but not ſo much as immediately 
to bring on indirect debility, tends to the 

ſame and produces the ſame effect. That this 
II. 33 does 
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does not happen, within the limits of 
Phlogiftic prediſpoſition, and in lighter 
Fhlogiſtic diſeaſes, we are aſſured from 
this, that here there are no evident ſymp- 
toms of debility &c. 


An excitement® vioently affecting a part 
often changes the form and texture of it 
as an organ. 


The ſame excitement, on account of its 
extreme magnitude, changing into dimi- 
niſhed excitement, or no excitement in 
the end, injures the part as an organ, 
but otherwiſe it is ftill conſidered as a 
living ſolid. The terminations of in- 
flammation prove both circumſtances, 
to wit, ſuppuration proves the former, and 
effuſion, gangrene, and chronic or lingering 
inflammation, the latter. Theſe local in- 
juries arifing from general Phlogiſtic diſ- 
eaſes, are to be prevented by the phyſici- 
an, or if this prevention be not accom- 
pliſhed, are to be remedied as much as in 
his power. 


Inflammation- 
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Inflammation attending or following 


Phlogiſtic diſęaſes, affects generally the 


exterior parts of the body, becauſe heat 
directly ſtimulating or cold permitting the 
excitabiliiy to increaſe, and thus increaſing 


the effect of heat, and other ſtimuli, 


operate with the greateſt force on the 
ſurface and by ſuppreſſing the perſpiration 
increaſes the Phlogiſtic Diatheſis, in the 


adjacent parts. For inflammation here is 


nothing elſe than an increaſed condition 
of the part inflamed, in common with 
the reſt of the body. Which inflam- 
mation as it is conſtituted by an increaſed 
excitement in one part, more than in any 
other equal part, fo, before a proper diſ- 
eaſe takes place, a part or a ſymptom of 
which is inflammation, the excitement of 
that part is underſtood to be proportiona- 
bly greater than the excitement of any o- 
ther equal part. | 


Effuſion, which is very often a con- 
ſequence following Phlogiſtic diſeaſes, is 
either ſavguiferous or ſerous, and depends 
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on the extreme excitement of the veſlels, 

of the part wearing out the excitability 
therein, which then ceaſing and permitting 
the muſcular fibres like the ſimple ſolids, to 
be relaxed and the diameters of the veſſels 
to be enlarged: hence an effuſion of the 
fluids without a vi @ 7ergo. 


The ſame termination of excitement takes 
place in gangrene, and proceeds from the 
fame cauſe and is attended with a ſimilar 

relaxation of the fibres, permitting the 
fluids to reſt, ſtagnate, and corrupt within, 
as well as without the affected veſſels, 
which terminates in a deſtruction of the 
texture and in a mortification of the part, 


—— „ 2 
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Diſtention, leſs than is ſufficient to 
produce effuſion or gangrene, but ſtill 
ſo great that the veſſels may receive 
a greater than their uſual quantity of 
blood, in gonſequence of the application 

of a flight ſtimulating cauſe, ſuch as in- 
creaſed heat, or motion of the veſſels, and 


thus to retain the blood, when taken in, and 
| thence 
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thence bring a lingering affection, I ſay, 
ſuch a diſtention cauſes a flow inflam- 
mation of the veſſels labouring under an 
acute diſeaſe. i 

As theſe effects or terminations of the 
cauſe of Phlogiſtic diſcaſe are only occaſi- 
onally mentioned in this place, becauſe 
they happen as effects occaſioned by theſe 
diſcaſes; ſo their explanation, which is 
different from the common Phlogiſtic 
doctrine, belongs to another place. In 
relating which briefly here, we have 
ſtudied advantage more than order. 7 


Although the muſcular fibres of the 
veſſels are by ſo much the more power- 
fully contracted in proportion to the 
quantity of circulating blood, which diſ- 
tends them, and from thence the Phlo- 
giſtic Diatheſis, of all the other veſſels of 
the body as well as of thoſe immediately 
inflamed undoubtedly proceeds, nevers 
theleſs, there is need of the ſupport of the 
imple ſolids neceſſary to produce that. 

| effect 


* 


4 VARIOUS SYSTEMS + 


effect, whether we conſider the very muſ- 

cular fibres themſelves, as ſimple ſolids, or 

whether the other fibres, altogether deſti- 

tute of excitability, be conſidered as ſuch, 
which ſupport them, except in one cha- 
racter of diſeaſes. 


This character is that, wherein, while all 
other circumſtances, which conſtitute a 
Phlogiſtic Diatheſis, is ſuitable to the 
bulk of the fimple folids, yet the coheſion 
of the particles are ſomewhat different. 
Hence while the blood as in other diſeaſes 
abounds, and by this abundance diſtends, 
and in conſequence of this diſtention ſti- 
mulates, and by that ſtimulus the muſcu- 
lar fibres, are contracted, nevertheleſs theſe 
muſcular fibres being not ſupported by 
the fimple ſolids yield to diſtention. That 
this poſſibly may be the caſe is proved by 
"ruptures of the Aorta near the heart, often 
obſerved after death, by the known tenuity 
of the fimple ſolids, in acute bæmor- 
Thages, which alſo ſupport this obſervati- 
on, and the inſuperable leanneſs of many 


perſons, otherwiſe ſtrong does the ſame. 
| That 
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That this is the caſe, is alſo evident _ the 
ſame appearance of hemorrhagic people, 
and by the cure as far as it 18 properly 
managed. 


In this peculiar condition, the ſtate of 
the veſſels of the part, and of the whole 
body is the ſame, but that here ſome ſmall 
particular veſſels, being unſupported by 
the neighbouring parts, are relaxed and 
ruptured. 


Contagious matter, cauſes inflammatory 
eruptions on the ſkin, being there collected 
and rendered acrid by ſtagnation, Which 
conſequently are only ſymptomatic. . So 
the intention of cure, to be drawn from 
thence, is to diminiſh the too great ex- 
citement, and reduce it to the proper 
ſtandard of ſound health. 


Peculiar ſymptoms, attending a denſe 
eruption ina typhus, proceed from a Phlo- 
giſtic Diatheſis, increaſed too high in 
the end, and thenceindirectiy debilitating. 
As the cauſe conſtituting a Phlogiſtic Dia- 

theſis, 
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theſis, is ſuch as has been mentioned, | 
before, Vol. II. page 27. ſo the in- 
tention of cure, deducible from thence, 
is to diminiſh the excitement in all parts 
of the ſyſtem, until it comes down to that 
degree which is neceſſary for health. The 
remedies affecting this intention are the 
very ſame powers which create this Pla- 
giſtic Diatheſis, by ſtimulating too highly 
but now ating with fo low, and dimini- 
ſhed a ſtimulus, as not to give that degree 
of excitement which is neceſſary for health. 
Therefore as the ſame powers which are 
hurtful, by too extrordinary a ſtimulus, 
are called ſtimulants, ſo theſe powers 
when ſerviceable from their low operation, 
| are called debilitants, for there are no 
Fi 1 ſedatives in nature. 


* — 
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| That temperature which is called heat, 

is altogether here to be avoided, becauſe 

that degree of it which 4eb:/itates, viz. 

too much in the extreme, cannot ar- 

rive at that magnitude which debilitates, 
without a danger of very great injury or. 

| deſtruction 
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deſtruction, reſulting from ſuch a violent 
ſtimulus. 5 | TIS: 


When an increaſed Diatheſis, and ex- 
citement cauſing that Diatheſis, are not 
very violent, in this ſtate of a proper 
diſeaſe, we are not to hinder the applica- 
tion of that degree of heat which attends 
ſweat, or the tepid bath; becauſe the | 
loſs of fluids by ſweating, and the agree- *l 
able ſenſation in bathing, give us reaſon. 4 
to expect more advantage than the diſad+ - if 


vantage reſulting from a moderate degree +l 
of heat. : 9 


But particularly, heat is to be avoided 
after the application of cold intenſe in any 
degree, becauſe the operation of it be- 
comes more powerful, in conſequence of Ic 
the increaſe of excitability, by the appli- F 
cation of cold, this effect is the more 
to be dreaded, the more numerous the 
ſtimuli are, which co-operate at the 
ſame- time. Cold here is a falutary 
temperature, provided it be ſucceeded by 1 
no great heat. Therefore, that errour in 
Vo. II. F the i 
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the practice of phyſic ſhould be corrected, 


which ſuppoſes cold, by its ſtimulating 
effects, to prove noxious in a Phlogiſtic 
Diatheſis, and the ſame operation of cold 


is to be underſtood to do ſervice in the 


ſmall pox, not ſo much by its debilitating 
power, as by avoiding ſtimuli, after its 
operation. The ſame cold, by making 
uſe of proper caution, is lately found to 
be the moſt effectual remedy of Catarrh, 
which is conſtituted by heat alone, or by 


ſucceeding cold, either by itſelf or when 


conjoined with other debilitating powers. 


From whence, and becauſe a cap made 


of freſh clay has been of ſervice in a 


phrenitis and that degree of cold which 
conſtitutes froſt and ſnow, being applied 
to the body, removed a Synocha, attended 

with a delirium; and in like manner the 
ſame application of cold has been ſervice- 


| able in the ſmall-pox ; for theſe reaſons, 


the application of it is to be extended to 
the whole circle, both of Prediſpoſition 


; . and 
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and Diſeaſes, depending on a - 
Diatheſis. 


That no injury can ariſe from the ſup- 
poſed aſtringent power of cold, in a Phlo- 
giſtic Diatheſis, is evident from its great 
efficacy applied to the ſutface of the body, 
in the ſmall- pox, by which the perſpira- 
tion is rendered the more free and open, 
and that, the greater the pes of cold i je 


applied. 


| That you may, with greater certainty, 


be able to command a Phlogi/ic Diatheſis, 


in that ſtate thereof which indicates a great 
danger of Diſeaſe, you ſhould order abſti- 
nence from animal food, and all prepara- 
tions thereof, and adminiſter freely a ve- 
getable diet, This Diatheſis, increaſed to 
the magnitude of a Diſeaſe, is removed by 
abſtinence from animal food, eſpecially in 
a ſolid form, and by a competent uſe cf 


vegetable diet, of the moſt ſucculent kind. 
This Diatheſis, I lay, is removed in the 


beſt manner poſſible, as far as regards 
F-2 5 regimen, 
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: regimen, in the manner deſcribed ; des 
Vor. II. page 22, 23. 


In every part of this Diatheſis it is 
proper to decline the uſe of condiments, 
which in theſe Diſeaſes are poi ſonous.- 
Watry drink is ſuitable to the ſame Dia- 
theſis, and all ſtrong drink noxious, and 
the more ſo, in proportion to the quantity 
of alkahol it contains. This ſame alkahol, 
if it be not highly diluted, is a deſtruction 
in Phlogiſtic Diſeaſes; in all which, water, 


to which a ſmall quantity of acid is added, 


exceeds the uſe of ſmall beer, which a 
very great author has taken into practice.“ 
Inaſmuch as the indirect ſtimulus of food 
_ afliſts the direct, i. e. diffuſes the ſtimulus. 
through the whole ſyſtem, conſequently 
limits ſhould be put to the bulk of the 
ſuitable matter taken in. page 45, Vor. II. 


Insa order to diminiſh the ſtimulus, 
which abundance of blood and chyle 4;. 
rectiy affords to all parts of the body, this 
abundance, when greateſt, can be removed 

5 


* Sydenham. 
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by ibligence, veneſection, and purging ; ; 
but when the quantity of blood is but 
moderate in- theſe diſeaſes, the directions 
delivered above, which relate to an inferior 
kind of Diatheſis, are to be obſerved ; that 
is to ſay, we ſhould perſiſt in purging, 
now and then, in ordering a ſpare diet, 
but not draw away blood. And if at any 
time food ſhould be taken in ſomewhar 
liberal; we ſhould promote perſpiration 
by gentle and repeated exerciſe. Theſe 
things will remedy the effects of too vid 
lent circulation of the blood, and as Fir 

as it regards its quantity; which velocity 
depending on the violent motion of the. 
body, which, in an inferior Diatheſis, 
conſtitutes prediſpoſition or Difeaſes of 
the Phlogiſtic kind, will be diminiſhed 
by uſing leſs exerciſe, more reſt, and leſs 
of the other ſtimulating powers. But in 
the greateſt Diatheſis, which cauſes the 
moſt violent diſeaſes, the ſtimulus of all 
the exciting powers muſt be as much as 
poſſible prevented, and blood let in the 
greateſt e, in order to retard the _ 

| violence 
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violence of circulation. It is needleſs to 
direct the patients to reſt, which they ne- 


| Ld me * mbather wy will or not. 


\ 


v 10 5 


Tbe 3 which . of the 
daes ſecreted in the excreting ducts 
cauſes diſtention, is remoyed by taking 
away the powers which create it. There- 
fore,,.. copulation. ſhould be more fre- 
quently uſed, milk avoided, take leſs nu- 
tritious diet, let perſpiration be reſtored 
by removing the Phlogiſtic Diatheſis on 
| the . of the body. | 


"The proper W of the ſtimulus 


cauſed by thought, whether vehement or ä 


long continued, is a remiſſion of the ſame, 
and let that frequency be attended to 
which in the end debilitates, both in 
magnitnde and frequency, which by wear- 


ing. out the excitability; in fine, at laſt 


brings on indirect debility, which rule, as 


it is ſuitable to the ſtate of prediſpoſition, 
ſo it cannot be omitted, with any ſort of 


propriety, when a diſeaſe takes place, 
eſpecially 
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7 eſpecially of the vehement kind ; boecals 8 


there is no coming to the aſſiſtance of the 
diſeaſe, which is debility, except thro” 
that intermediate magnitude of ſtimulus, 
which would prove hurtful by increaſing. 
the excitement already too great. 


In order to remedy a leſſer degree of 
| Diatheſis in prediſpoſition, | and to obviate 
diſeaſe, the habit of violent paſſions is 
to be checked. 


The extreme effe& of theſe ” hp as 
indirect debilitating, is by no means to 
be wiſhed for, on account of the inter- 


mediate danger of extroardinary excitement. 


Theſe powers, the ſame in kind which 
conſtitute the Phlogiſtic Diatheſis, differ- 


ing only in magnitude, and altogether 


oppoſite in this reſpect, very ſeldom, and 


with leſs ſucceſs each part, dut very often, 
and with better ſucceſs, when very many 


are ce applied; but beſt of all, when all are 
conj oined. 
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conjoined, and great neceſſity requires, 
it, remove this Diatheſis. c. 


is As veneſection is the moſt powerful of 
þ all, as being that which compleatly takes 
| away a ſtimulus, which is by ſo much the 
more powerful, by how much it is more 
extenſively applied to the body, ſo when- 
ever this Diatheſis comes td. any great 
height, it is to be uſed extenſively or 
largely, but never in prediſpoſition, and 
ds very ſparingly, or not at all to be uſed 
in the milder kinds of Phlogiſtic diſeaſes, 
and the cure is to be left to other re- 
medics. 


by 


Cold, taking care that heat ſhould be 
avoided after its operation, and other ſti- 
muli claims to itſelf in the cure of Phlo- 
giſtic diſeaſes, the ſecond place; heat 
always proves hurtful, and more ſo, when 
it comes after cold; but particularly fo, 
F when conjoined with other violent ſti- 
7; .muli. Cold always proves ſerviceable, and 
that in proportion to its magnitude, if a 

foreign 
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foreign ſtimulus, conjoined with its ope - 
ration, or following after it, or exceeding 
it, be cautioully avoided. 


Purging occupies the third place after 

, theſe, which very powerfully reſolves a 
Phlogiſtic Diatheſis, and conſequently | 
obviates, to the great benefit of the pati- ' 
ent, the neceſſity of drawing blood. This 
lame power, even alone, is ſufficient to 
re- eſtabliſn health in ſome caſes. 


Together with all theſe powers we 

- muſt withhold the uſe of victuals, whoſe 
ſtimulus prevents the good to be derived 
from the former powers, and that in 

proportion to the magnitude of the 
Diatheſis. Which alone is ſufficient for 
removing always prediſpoſition, and very 
often ſuch diſeaſes as are cauſed by 
the milder Phlogiſtic Diatheſis. 


With all the foregoing. powers, feſt is 
to be conjoined in every diſeaſe, and all 
Vol. II. 8 p things 


- 


ze VARIOUS SYSTEMS 


things that allay motion, in prediſpoſing 
to theſe diſeaſes. 

The worſt cuſtom of the general run of 
phyſicians, is, that they continue the too 
great application of ſome one of theſe re- 
medies, omit all the reſt, or pay little at- 
tention to them. We ſhould not depend 

on veneſection alone, even in peripneu- 

mon, but all the other powers ſhould be 

| applied at the ſame time, or in ſucceſſion. 
In a word, as the powers which conſti- 
tute prediſpoſition to diſeaſe, or diſeaſes 
themſelves, operate more violently on one 
part; that is, that part which it directly af- 
fects, ſo all the remedies too are to be di- 
rected, each to different parts, that the 
general effect of all may, with greater 
\ certainty, reach the whole ſyſtem, and e- 
very where equally act on the excitability. 
The Spaniards beſieged Gibraltar, with 
leſs hopes of carrying the town, the nar- 
rower the paſſage was to attack it by, as 
they would make a greater impreſſion on 
it, if their ſoldiers had it in their power, 
in 
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in many parts at once, or in all places a- 
round, to batter down the walls, and un- 
dermine them. . 


We obviate the {ymptoms of debility 
which follow in the courſe of the diſeaſe, 
and the vehemence of a Phlogiſtic Dia- 
theſis, in the courſe of the diſcaſe, threat- 
ening death by indirect debility ; | ſay, we 
obviate theſe ſymptoms by the foregoing 
remedies timely applied. 


The ſame timely cure tends to prevent 
ſuppuration, effuſion, and gangrene, ariſing 
from too great excitement in the end, and 
thus pafling into indirect debility. 


A tedious or chronic inflammation, fol- 
lowing an acute one, as being a local af- 
fection, for a general one, belongs to ano- 
ther place, depending on a relaxation, and 
atony of the fibres of the veſſels, and is to 
be cured by all kinds of powers, which 
give them ſtrength and excitement. Cold 
is the remedy here whoſe action we have | 


G 2 already 
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already explained, which in this caſe af- 
fects the part, as it does the whole body 
in other caſes, not by cauſing an aſtricti- 
on, which is either wanting or cannot 
remain, the cauſe being removed. The 


notion of aſtriction depends on a falſe idea 


of cold, becauſe ghe heat is leſs, it acts 
conſequently on ſimple matter, as is the 
caſe here like heat, but diminiſhed. If 
then heat relaxes, cold muſt alſo relax, 
but leſs. After which manner acting in 
this caſe, it is uſeful, but the increaſed 
excitement, following this operation of 
cold in this caſe, as well as in others, 1s 
to be attributed to the increaſed power of 
the ſucceeding ſtimuli. Leſt this conden- 
ſing effect of cold may be loſt, the too 
great and conſequently relaxing power of 
heat is to be avoided. The latter is to be 
applied in ſuch a quantity and ſo low, as 
produces a juſt excitement, without the 
preceding application of cold. After the 
application of cold, therefore a moderate 
degree of heat is proper: Too great heat 

is 


- 
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18 hurtful by bringing on indirect debility 
which increaſes the diſeaſe. | 


As an acute inflammation can be chang- 
ed into a chronic one: So the intire Phlo- 
giſtic Diatheſis can be changed into an 
Aſthenic one, the pathology as well as 
the cure of which, is to be referred 'to 
the claſs of Aſthenic diſeaſes; but the 
intention of ſtrengthening the whole 
ſyſtem and of the part liable to inflam- 
mation, in conſequence of relaxation and 
atony, and defending it from this cauſs 
belongs to 1 place. 

Beſides theſe directions, care muſt be 
taken that the body be ſo placed as that 
the blood, inclined by its ſpecific gravity, 
ſhould not, in a great quantity flow into 
the enfeebled and relaxed veſſels of the 
part affected. 


It belongs alſo to. the cure of all pro- 
fluvia, whenever they threaten that every 
violent motion of the body, conſequently 8 


exerciſe 


56 VARIOUS SYSTEMS 

_ exerciſe and particularly hard labour be 
avoided. And alſo that intire reſt be ob- 
ſerved, or at moſt geſtation only uſed. 

If, along with the effects of ſtimuli or 
acrid ſubſtances, wounding or erroding 
any interior part, a Phlogiſtic Diatheſis 
ſhould chance to be conjoined with a 
pyrexia, a ſimilar method of cure proves 
_ effeCtual. In which caſe the phyſician 
ſhould take it up as a certainty that he 
attacks the general Diatheſis, and does not 
proceed to the cure upon any other 
grounds. | 


* 
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n 


PHLOGISTIC DIATHESIS,. 


Tlluſtrated by the Explication 5 ; 
9 F--48 E 
SYMPTOM s. 


HE vigour of the ſenſes, motions, 


» 


pend on the increaſe of the. exwtement, in 


* By former doctrines, the illuſteration of the 5 
toms has been As follows, 


The heat is excited by the reciprocal action, and re- 
action of the ſolids and fluids, The irritation on the 
fibres increaſes the action of the veſſels ; the voloſity of 


the fluids is thereby quickened through them, and 


with the mind, and affections de- 


' 


their 
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their ſeparate organs, which affects the 
blood during its other operations. 


thus heat is excited in proportion, as there is craſſa- 
mentum in the Fs 


— - « 2 


1 


Tbe pain is — 'M the Jifiention of * vellels, 
in parts become ar Fanta ſenſible. 


The ſcheiling is not cauſed by obltructed blood, but 
by the exceſs of heat diſtending the cellular membrane; 
but ſwelling is not eſſential to conſtitute inflammation. 


The redneſs proceeds from the * of blood 
brought to the part. _ 


The quickneſs of pulſe from that Jaw of nature, 
by which the heart always increaſes its efforts, to free 
its veſſels from any injury they may ſuſtain from acci- 
dental, or preternarural irritation, | 


an 


The dryneſs' of the kin is ſaid to proceed from the 
ſtricture in the capillaries, whoſe uſe is greatly impaired 
by the irritation on them. 


The itching is but the beginning of what terminates 
in pain by its increaſe. 


Horrour 


ö 
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Horrbur characterizes the N of 


all Phlogiſtic diſeaſes. This ariſes from 
the diminiſhed perſpiration, in the ex- 
treme veſſels of the ſkin, duting a vigour- 
ous Diatheſis. The ſenſe of cold, which 
often accompanies horrour, may be ex- 


plained by the ſame. 


In theſe ſame affections the pulſe vi- 
brates ſtronger, harder, more full, and 


ſome what more frequent than in ſound 


health. Animal food taken plentifully 
during the time of the prediſpoſition 
renders it full and hard. The fame ſti- 
mulus, or. any other, as that of ſtrong 
drink, exerciſe, whether of body or mind; 
alſo all the noxious ſtimulants indeed 
produce this effect. 


But if, during the diſeaſe, the pulſes 


become ſofter, weaker, and more quick, it 

is a bad ſign, and it comes from either a 
debilitant, cure being tried beyond proper 
laws; or, (this being neglected) from 
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a too great force of excitement las 
on ſome little indiredt debility. The 
former cauſe direct, the latter indirect 
debility, both muſt certainly be ſhuned 
and avoided. 


A redundancy of blood, ſuppreſſing per- 
ſpiration through a too great Phlogiſtic 
Diatheſis, cauſes a pale colour in the 
veſſels of the ſurface of the body, which 
is often the reſult cf an abundance of 
ſecreted fluids. This is the cauſe of the 
head-ach and pain in the joints. Which 
as often as it affects the head it eaſily 
yields to letting blood; therefore an in- 
ward inflammation bere, is ſeldom to be 
ſuſpected: And the leſs ſo, becauſe in 
common Phlogiſtic diſeaſes the ariſing in- 
flammation always occupies an outward or 
exterior place, as much as we can learn. 


Delirium which ſometimes takes place 
in a too vehement diſeaſe, is not to be 
imputed to inflammation, for a reaſon lately 
given. 
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given. For it ſo appeared by the de- 
traction of blood and the other fluids, that 
we have no ſufficient reaſon to believe it to 
be inwardly, a redundancy of blood in 
the veſſels diſtending them beyond mea- 
ſure is the principle and whole cauſe of 
this; hence a ruddy countenance, ſhew- 
ing that redundancy, and from thence 
veneſection driving away the diſorder at 
one ſtroke, is an evident proof. 


Thirſt and heat, the great marks of 
Phlogiſtic diſcaſes, depended on the Phlo- 
giſtic Diatheſis in the extreme veſſels of 
the jaws, and of the ſkin, this ſo ob- 
ſtructing the paſſages as not to permit 
perſpiration; yet nevertheleſs ſuffers the 
blood to paſs the bounds of the ſmall 

veſſels, and thus increaſes the natural heat 
of the body under the ſkin, on account of the 
perſpiration being thus ſuppreſſed, and the 
mouth ſupplied by the extremities of the 
veſſels, which pour out ſpittle, and other 
fluids; which in their free flowing prevent 
dryneſs and that ſenſe called thirſt, but now 


H 2 being - 
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o 


being obſtructed, beget that very diſ- 
Aa agreeable and troubleſome ſenſation, gene- 


* 
* * 
: 
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rally proceeded in this order and ſucceed 


one another. Hoarſeneſs is often the 
| firſt, then a dry cough, attended at laſt 


with ſpitting. The origin and ſource of 


the hoarſeneſs and dry cough, is the 


limits and ends of thoſe ſmall exhalating 
and mucous veſſels, which terminate in 


the bronchia, being ſhut up by a vehe- 
ment Diatheſis and not tranſmitting thoſe 
fluids, by which the bronchia and aſpera 


arteria are lubricated, if the hoarſeneſs is 


removed the ſpittle eaſily follows again, 


and is freely ejected. 


As the free flowing of ſpittle demon- 


| ſtrates a relaxation of the Diatheſis, ſo a 


too free evacuation, is a ſign of debility 
taking place, the diſeaſe tending to an 
aſthenic diatheſis, by proceeding to indi- 
rect debility, as when a diſeaſe hath ex- 
hauſted the excitability or through direct 
debility by too great a uſe of debilitants. 


Theſe 


| 
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© Theſe ſame ſymptoms while (/ are 
Han within the bodnds of direct debility, 


or not yet changed to indirect, are oc- 


caſioned by heat and what ever ſtimulates. 


too much; ; and are removed by cold, or 
whatever debilitates, &e. | | 


Paleneſs or clearneſs: of urine and col: 
tiveſs, which happen particularly about 


the commencement. of a diſeaſe, comes 


from the magnitude of the Diathefis, ſo 


ſkutting up the ends of the veſſels, that 
either nothing may be voided, or elſe 


only the, thinner part of the urine 
may flow. The abſence of thirſt, + 


looſeneſs of the belly, and reſtoration of 
perſpiration, &c, are ſigns that the Dia- 
theſis remits gradually, and that the diſs. 
order is mitigated; and, that it is in ſack 
a ſtate that by vomits, clyſters, and ſu- 
| dorifics accompanied with other antiphlo- 
giſtic remedies the diſeaſe may be entirely 
rooted out. 
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Often in Phlogiſtic Diſorders of a 
milder nature; the deſire of food is not 
much diminiſhed, it often may be taken 
in a greater quantity than what is really 
uſeful'; but unleſs a light matter of 
herbs alone be given, and that in the 
form of a watery portion or ſome liquid, 
it will be attended with bad conſe- 
quences. 


But when the diſeaſe is arrived at its 
greateſt height, either through the indulg- 
ing of too nouriſhing food, or by ſtimu- 
Jant remedies being applied, or ariſing in 
the beginning, from ſtrong noxious powers; 
then all the other bad ſymptoms above- 
mentioned, as well as the grievous hoſt of 
complaints of the ſtomach, and an acute 
Þain in the breaſt, diſturbing it directly 
take place. 


In a vehement diatheſis, therefore, 
where there is little want of food, and 
great call for water to drink, this latter 
mult be indulged by all means, and the 


former : 
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former muſt be avoided, as exciting a 
loathing, ſickneſs and vomiting. Theſe 
are not uſual, unleſs the diatheſis is going 
to turn, or has turned, by the means re- 
lated above, into an aſthenic one, and the 
other ſymptoms being removed, they yield 
to a proper antiphlogiſtic cure. But 
when ſick neſs and vomiting are urged on 
and violent, and more permanent, jyet we 
know that they are without indirect debi- 
lity; if the pulſe yet keeps a moderate 
quickneſs, and does not abate much of 
its fullneſs and force; if vomits and clyſ- 
ters leſſen the morbid ſtate; in a word, 
the antiphlogiſtic remedies then anſwer. 
But when the diſorder is changed, and 
the cauſe is become diametrically oppo- 
fite, then we ſhall underſtand, as theſe 
ſymptoms ' increaſe every day, and the 
pulſe becomes weaker when the griping 
in the bowels, and liquid dejections are 
added to the whole hoſt of ſtomach com- 


plaints, that then the antiphlogiſtic cure is 
manifeſtly hurtful. 


While 


% 0 
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While the ſymptoms do not indicate 
indirect debility, a too great excitement, 


tending: to it, excites commotions ſooner 


in the ſtomach than any where beſides, 


on account of its great ſenſibility, and 
the force of the more powerful ſtimuli 
acting chiefly thereon; for here are 


the moſt powerful ſtimuli applied firſt, 


ſuch. as are particularly proper to excite 
a Phlogiſtic diatheſis, and they exerciſe a 
greater force over the excitability of' the 
ſame. Such are the various preparations 
of animal food, different mellow wine, 


different ſeaſonings, various diffuſible ſti- 


mulants, as the forms of opium, volatile 


alkali, camphire, muſk, and æther; all 


which affect this more than any other 


equal part; more than the inteſtines, 
- for their principles are firſt changed 


by concoction before they paſs the duo- 


denum; more than the lacteals, becauſe 


they are teceived by them after they are 
diluted and changed by the operation of 
concoction, and when they are, received 
they are carried to'the blood ; more than 


on 
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on the heart and arteries, on account of 
the ſame dilution, and perpetual change in 


the whole circuit of mixture, more than 
on the extremities of the arteries, either 


exhalant or glandular, or whether they 
eject the already corrupt matter out of 
the ſyſtem, or they bring ſomething ſa- 


lutary to the blood through the lymphatic. 
veſſels, and that as well for the ſame 


reaſon, as on account of ſome great change 
produced in the exhalants and glands ; 
more than on the lymphatic veſſels; 
where a new fluid conſtantly paſſes to the 
old ones, through the branches that run 
between, and particularly the thoracic 
duct; more than on the other blood 
veſſels, on account of the great change 
from their repeated circuit ; more than 
the muſcular fibres, whether voluntarily 


or not, becauſe the ſtimuli do not touch 
them ; more than on the brain, or the - 
m2dullary ſolid, for the ſame reaſon, and 


on account of the great diſtance of theſe 


parts from the ſtimulants. In a word, as 


all the exciting powers, whether ſalutary, 
Vol. II. 1 noxious, 
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noxiout, or medicinal, act more power- 
fully on ſome places than on others, 


and theſe ſame are the firſt that are ope- 


rated upon, and come directly in con- 


tact; theſe, therefore, before all others, 


are more ready to paſs from a Phlogiſtic 
to an aſthenic Diathefis, or vice vera; 
but yet in ſuch a manner, that, though 
the exc!tabr/iity be one only and indivi- 
fible. quality in the ſyſtem, whether 
the excitement be increaſed in a peculiar 
place, or whether it be diminiſhed, and 
whether it be lefſened, through direct or 


_ Indire& debility, and the aſthenic Dia- 


theſis be now formed, the other operati- 
ons of the ſyſtem ſoon follow the genus 
mutationis. | 


And ſeeing the powers, which acted, 
have been and actually are the ſame, i. e. 
either too gteat or too little ſtimulants ; 
and ſeeing the excitabinty, on which 
they have and really do act is the ſame, 
7, e. the whole cauſe is the ſame, it 
is neceſſary that the effect ſhould be 


_ . | th e 
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the ſame, i. e. the mode of operation in | 


the whole ſyſtem, whether redundant or 
deficient, is ae the ſame. 
ein the companion a6 ohlegs 
maſia, always almoſt. occupies an outward 
ſeat, as far as we know its nature. The 
reaſon is, becauſe heat, which- is 2 very 
| powerful Phlogiſtic noxious power, either 
alone, or alternating by turns with ſyuc- 
cecding cold excites its force, an. the 
parts, to which it is directly applied. 
much more than inwardly, where the 
temperature is almoſt always vochange- 
able, as allo, the lungs, by different 
forms. of inflammation, which are to be 
accounted as external and qutward, be- 
cauſe a direct paſſage to them, is open to 


the air, are, before all other places, affect | 
ed with inflammation. Beſides, the vio- 


lence of the exciting noxious power juſt 
mentioned, there is a ſenſibility of the 
part that is to undergo infammatian, apd 
a greater and more abundant excitability, 
than in the other parts, which is the 
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cauſe that firſt one of the above mention- 
ed parts, and then another are affected a- 
bove all the others; an addition to the 
cauſe is, that in whatſoever any of the a- 
bovementioned parts are offended, and in 
whatſoever manner it has undergone that 
inflammation, peculiar to the phlegmaſiæ, 
that ſome part on every acceſſion of a new 
phlegmaſia is in more danger than all the 
reſt. This is the manifeſt ſource of ſome 
phlegmaſiz, as of the repeated cynanche 
tonfillaris and rheumatiſm, The perip- 
neumony happens more rarely than the 
other diſeaſe of this kind, becauſe it is 
obviated by many means proper to prevent 
Phlogiſtic Diatheſis together with its 
companion inflammation, viz. by breath- 
ing a clear air in the ordinary ſtate of it, 


| &c. 


— 


Inflammation here is nothing elſe than 
a ſtate of the part inflamed common with 
the reſt of the ſyſtem, but more increaſed 
than in any other equal part, and as ex- 
citement, more augmented in one place 


* 
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than any other equal one conſtitutes in- 
flammation; ſo, before a diſeaſe, of which 
inflammation is a part or ſymptom, ex- 
citement is underſtood to be greater in 
that place, in proportion, than in any 
other. This is an inflammation accom- 
panied by a Phlogiſtic Diatheſis. 


This inflammation, for diſtinction's ſake, 
is to be called common Phlogiſtic, is to 
be diſtinguiſhed from the other, which is 
a local affection ariſing from local injury, 
and conſiſts in the fault of an organ or 
ſolution of a part. Sti! 


The word local agrees with this latter 
Phlogiſtic inflammation, and the common 
always depends on the Fhlogiſtic Dia- 
theſis; and is only a part or ſymptom, never 
preceding, but always ſooner or later ſuc. 
ceeds it. It riſes from the ſame noxious 
powers, and is cured by the ſame remedies. 
On the contrary, the local inflammation, 
as it ariſes from a local affection, which 
diſſolves the continuance or diſturbs the 
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texture of the part; ſo if the part affected 
be not very ſenſible, the conſequence will 
not he very danger ag. : In a part endued 
with great ſenſibility, as the inſide or out- 
ſiqe of the ſtomach or inteſtines, or of the 
tender fleſn undet thernail, the effect is 
often ſpread aver the whole body, and, 
from the affection of all the veſſels, a 
commotion or reſtleſſaeſs every where 
takes place. This ſame inflammation, 
Whether local or common, gives way to 
thoſe remedies alone, which operate on 
the part affected firſt, and tends to reſtore 
the continuance of the part. Theſe will 
ſuffice at preſent concerning the diſtincti- 
on of Phlogiſtie inflammations, more will 
be faid when we come to treat of the 
local ones afterwards, in their proper 
Place. Many other things "emoin, both 
of the local and common, to be explained 
— | | 


4 * 
„ 


„lnaflammation is known by the ſymp- 
toms of perturbation, as often as the vital 
organ is affected; but, whether or no, 
. common 


3 


common Phlogiſtic inflammation ever at- 
tacks the brain and its meninges, is as yet 
uncertain. It is more probable that diſ- 
turbance in the brain and phrenzy do not 
depend on inflammation, as the following 
examples ſeem to ſhew : Firſt, The facility 
of the cure, fince all theſe diſorders give 
way to bleeding, clyſters, and other anti- 
phlogiſtic remedies; nor is it credible that 
the effects of a proper inflammation, in 
ſo tender and neceſſary a part of the body, 
could be fo eafily removed. Secondly, 
There is no more certain proof of inflam- 
mation being removed, than health being 
reſtored. Thirdly, The fimilitude of the 
cauſe produces the ſame effects, and. as 
has been before related, no common in- 
flammation - ariſes inwardly almoſt under 
a common Phlogiſtic diſorder ; which in- 
flammation, whenever it happens, always 


occupies an exterior place. Moreover, 


all the ſymptoms are of the ſame nature 


with thoſe that ariſe from the common 


Phlogiſtic noxious powers, and will yield, 
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in proportion to their magnitude, to all 
the common antipblogiſtic remedies, 


The reaſon of head-ach, red eyes, and 
delirium, which attend phrenzy, and are 
imputed to inward inflammation, is the 
abundance of blood in the veſſels of the 
head, diſtending them immoderately, and 
thus through violence of diſtention cauſing 
great pain, bel 


Moreover, there is no doubt but in- 


 flammation is the reſult of that diſturb- 


ance which uſually happens to the lungs, 
and that the external pains here correſpond 
to .nternal inflammation ; and as inflam- 
mation is in proportion to the magnitude 
tho' of the Phlogiſtic affection, which in- 
flammation never happens, unleſs in a great 
diatheſis, ſo the pain is in proportion to 
the magnitude of the inflammation ; and 


from the conſideration of the ſame cauſe, 


the ſtate of the pulſe is to be eſtimated ; 


in a great diatheſis, its reſult will be a 
proportionate inflammation. There is an 


acute 
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acute and, as it were, pungent pain about the 
breaſt, ſometimes about the ſternum, then 


over the breaſts, then beyond both, then 


in the back, either between or above the 
ſcapulæ, and the pulſe is ſtrong and hard. 


In a leſs diatheſis and inflammation, the 


pain is leſs acute, a little more dull and 
tolerable, the pulſes are hard and ſtrong, 
yet leſs ſo than in the other caſe. After- 
wards, during the progteſs of the diſeaſe, 
the pain abates again, grows dull, and 
the breath, which was diſturbed, is now 
eaſier and more readily taken. The 
pulſes, which before had only little har d- 
neſs, now indeed, on account of the 
magnitude of indirect debility, through 
neglect of proper remedies, or on account 
of bringing on direct debility, from too 
great a uſe of the antiphlogiſtic cure, are 
entirely ſoftened. But the hardneſs of 
the pulſes, and encreaſe of pain, is never 
to be referred to the ſeat of inflammation 
on the brain; nor is their ſoftneſs and 
dullneſs to be thought to conſiſt in the 
ſubſtance of the lungs as the ſeat of in- 

Vo. II \ K flammation 
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flammation ; becauſe. it is impoſſible for 
inflammation to occupy either of theſe 
parts, and not to be found in the parts 
contiguous to them. The cauſe of theſe 
fymptoms above related, therefore, is to 
be admitted as the real one. | 


The puſtules, which attend certain 
Phlogiſtic diſorders, ariſe from contagion 
received in, and ſpread over all the 
ſyſtem, and is retained under the ſkin, 
with the perſpirable fluid in the veſſels of 
the ſame. The cauſe of the retention 
and multitude of puſtules, is the Phlo- 
giſtic Diathefis, prevalent in the whole 
ſyſtem, but more ſo in the veſſels of the 
ſkin, for the reaſons above related. In 
which operation the muſcular fibres of 
the perſpirable veſſels, becauſe they are ſo 
much, inaſmuch as they are hitherto 
conſidered as ſimple ſolids, denſed, are as 
much as they are conſidered as living 
ſolids, augmented in tone, and are there- 
fore excited to ſuch a degree, as not to 
let paſs the vapour of perſpirable matter. 


of 
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* 
Of STHENIC DISEAS ES. 


A LL Phlogiſtic diſeaſes are attended 
with a general increaſed excitement, 
which is evinced by the increaſe of vigour 


both in body and mind and the increaſe 


of ſome, and the diſturbance of other of 
the functions. 


There are ſome of theſe diſeaſes which 


are diſtinguiſhed from others, by their 
degrees of magnitude. Some ſthenic diſ- 
eaſes are attended with a pyrexia and an 
inflammation of ſome external part, ſome 
are without this and ſome are attended 
with neither. 


The common ſthenic diſorders attend- 
ed with a pyrexia and an inflammation, 
are called partly phlegmaſiæ, partly ex- 
anthemata, which without any diſtinction, 
we will treat of in their order of ex- 
citement from their greateſt to the leaſt. 
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To the Phfogiſtic phlegmaſia and 
exanthemata, are, common after the Phlo- 
giſtic Diath-fis, as much as uſually hap- 
pens in the prediſpoſition, a horrour, 
ſeaſe of cold, langvor, wearineſs as it 
were, quickneſs of the pulſe, moderate in 
the beginning, and in a mild diſeaſe, a 


ſtrength and hardneſs of the ſame, a dry- 


neſs of the ſkin, a retention of ſecretion 
in ſome places, a redneſs of urine, great 
heat and often thirſt. 


To theſe are peculiar an inflammation 
of an external part, or an affection nearly 
allied, preceded for the moſt part by a 
common affection, but never followed hy 
ſuch. Which common affection, to diſ- 
tinguiſh it the better from Fevers, is to 
be called pyrexia. In ſthenic exanthemata 
an eruption of ſpots, or puſtules covers, 
or marks the whole ſkin, more fre- 


" quently or more ſeldom, according to 


the magnitude of the Diatheſis. Any 
foreign contagious matter, received into 
the 
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the body and retainad under the {kin, 
produces. the ſame effect. 


The explication of all theſ-, from the 
doctrine delivered above, flows ſpontane- 
ouſly. - The ſthenic Diatheſis precedes 
in the manner we have ſpoken of ſo much 
before when excited by ſtimulant powers. 
The indications, from the pulſes are never 
to be referred to any affection of them, 
for we have ſhewed that they ariſe from 
the redundancy of blood, which ſtimulates 
by diſtending the veſſels. 


The quickneſs of pulſe is here moderate, 
becauſe while the ſtimulus excites one 
part, the quantity which is to be moved, 
prevents its quickneſs, It is manifeſt 
that it cannot paſs with that quickneſs, 


as when there is a ſcarcity of it. A 


{ſtrength of pulſe ariſes from a magnitude 
of excitement in the moving fibres of the 
veſſels, which is commonly called tone, 


and from a magnitude of the denſity; of 
theſe ſame fibres conſidered as ſimple _ 


ſolids. 
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ſolids. Hardneſs of pulſe is nothing elſe 


than a ſtrong contraction remaining ſome- 


time, and keeping a quantity of blood in 
2 narrow ſpace, and thus repreſenting as 
it were a tenſe chord. 


That this is the exact ſtate of the ar- 
teries is before proved, by the quantity 
of food required and taken in the time 
of prediſpoſition, and by every ſuch power 
as conſtitutes ſuch a ſtate uncommonly 
exciting every where, and conſequently, 
among other effects, increaſing the digef- 
tive powers ; and alſo by aliments, which 
prevent and remove the diſeaſes, in con- 
junction with other debilitating powers; 


which, as it was a very pernicious errour 
to have confounded this ſtate of the pulſe 


with a contrary one, which has continu- 
ally been the caſe, as it prevented the 
method of cure, ſo it cannot but be of 


great advantage to place this ſtate in a 


very clear light. 


Horrour 


1 
«it 
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Hortour and a fall of cold depend on 
dryneſs of the ſkin as a cauſe. Langour 
and laſſitude indicate a greater excitement 
of the brain and muſcular fibres, than can 


be properly borne by the excitabiliy. re- 


ſtricted to certain limits: conſequently 
the actions are diminiſhed here by a ſti- 
mulating, not a debilitating caule ; a great 
excitement and denſity of the fibres ſur- 
rounding the extreme veſſels capſes a 
dryneſs of the ſkin, which diminiſh the 


_ diameters, fo far as that the perſpirable 


vapour cannot be taken into them, or, if 
taken, cannot. be tranſmitted through 
thera; which ſtate is not a ſpaſm or aſtric- 
tion proceeding from cold, but a Phlo- 
giſtic Diatheſis, greater in the ſkin than 


in any other part; becauſe the ſtimulating 


power of heat, eſpecially after the appli- 
cation of cold at other times, being a 
noxious power, cauſing Phlogiſtic diſeaſes, 
operates more ſtrongly on the ſutface than 
on the interior parts, and increaſes the 
ſum of the ſtimulating powers, 


The 
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The ſame is the caufe of a temporary 
retention of other excretions, but that the 
mentioned operation of heat is different 

from the explication, and from thence a 
leſſer degree of Diatheſis affects the in- 
terior excreting veſſels, which are re- 
laxed, both on this account, and becauſe 
they are naturally larger than the exterior 
ones, ſooner in theſe diſeaſes. The red- 
neſs of urine takes place, becauſe the 
general Diatheſis, attacking the veſſels ſe- 
creting urine, prevents the ſecretion ; 
hence the fluid-to be ſecreted endeavours 
to diſtend the veſſels, and burſts them. 
The muſcular fibres endeavour, by con- 
tracting themſelves, to counteract and re- 
ſiſt the diſtention, as far as they can diſ- 

charge the office of ſimple ſolids; to 
which diſtention, during the violent ac- 
tion of the living ſolids, the force of co- 
heſion in all the ſolids yielding ſomewhat, 
tranſmits the particles of blood, which 
does not take place in the beginning of 
the diſeaſe, becauſe the diſtention of the 
Auids does not ſuddenly oyercome the 
coheſion 


- 
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coheſion of the ſimple ſolids 'till after 
ſome time. 
a | 
Obſtruced perſpiration is the cauſe of 
great heat, preventing that generated 
within the body to paſs through the pores 


of the ſkin; which ſhall be more at large 


explained, when I come to treat of the 
ſame ſymptom happening” in fevers too, 
in part; and on the ſame account a Phlo- 
giſtic Diatheſis, ſhutting up the excreting 
veſſels, and hindering the excretion of 
the fluids of the fauces, creates thirſt; to 
produce which effect, heat contributes, 
by diſſipating the fluids that are excreted. 
Iaflammation, and the affection bordering 
on it, whether it be catarrhal or any 
other affection, is a part of the Phlogiſtic 
Diatheſis, greater in the inflamed part 
than in any other equal one, which the 
noxious exciting powers acting on the 
whole body, the ſymptoms of diſeaſes, 
demonſtrating a general affection, and the 
remedies removing it from the whole body, 
evincing a general affection, which generally 
Vor. II. L precedes 
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precedes or happens at the ſame time 
with the affection of the part, and never 
follows it, becauſe too great excitement. 
being its cauſe, creating the Diatheſis and 
diffuſing it all over the body, pre-exiſts 
before the diſeaſe, and as it forms the 
rudiments of the local affection in prediſ- 
poſition ſo it does not from the local af- 
tection not even in a diſeaſe always, only 
in a certain magnitude of the latter, and 
of itſelf, hence in a great Diatheſis, the 
affection of the part is great, in a leſſer, it 
is inconſiderable, in a ſmall and gentle 
Diatheſis, there is no local affection at 
all, becauſe a great magnitude of the 
morbid Diathefis is neceflary to conſtitute 
it. Thus in peripneumony where the 
Diathefis and pyrexia are very great alſo 
in rheumatiſm, where it comes next in 
magnitude, the inflammation is formed 
great in proportion, in like manner ; in the 
meaſles, the danger of which diſeaſe in- 
tirely confiſts in the 1chemence of a 
Phlogiſtic Diatheſis, an inflammation 


equally dangerous ariſes which, very often 


attacts 


CN r 


_— 
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attacts the lungs, and that dangerouſly, 


A Synocha phrenitica never happens but 
when a great Diatheſis occurs, which 
cauſes an inflammation of the brain, or a 


prediſpoſition to inflammation, nor is 


there any danger ta be apprehended in 
Eryſipelas from the inflammation even 
attacking the face except when the pyrexia 
is violent, which when mild inſures us of 
a proſperous termination, A ſimple 
ſynocha is nothing elſe but a phlegmaſia, 
conſiſting of pyrexia and a Phlogiſtic Dia- 
theſis unequal to cauſe an inflammation 
on account of its ſmallneſs, Nevertheleſs as 
all the noxious exciting powers and all the 
remedies are altogether the ſame as of any 
other phlegmaſia, it was a very great miſ- 
taſte to ſeparate it from theſe, and con- 
join it with Feuers which are diſeaſes of 
extreme debility, and the more ſo becauſe 
inflammation which is falſly ſuppoſed ne- 
ceſſary for phlegmaſia, is not wanting in 
this diſeaſe as often as a ſufficient Dia- 
theſis for exciting it takes place. Which 
nevertheleſs could not be diſcerned on ac- 


L2 count 
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count of another errour equally great and 
equally noxious, whereby the inflammation * 
was conſidered as the cauſe of phlegmaſia. 
In fine that you may be ſure, that inflam- 
mation does not differ from the nature of 
catarrh, but is very oiten wanting on ac- 
count of the uſual mediocrity of the general 
Diatheſis, as often as the Diatheſis increaſes 
which happens thra' a neglect of the 
proper method of cure, and from the ef- 
fect of the noxious powers extended be- 
yond the uſual bounds an inflammation 
and very formidable too, ariſes often at- 
tacking the throat, and lungs, and exciting 
a diſeaſe, ſimilar to a peripneumony, In 
fine, the cauſe is evident, why inflamma- 
tion is wanting in all hemorrhages. In 
that character of Phlogiſtic diſeaſes, the 
general Diatheſis- being mild from the be- 
ginning and continually being kept mo- 
derate by repeated hemorrhages, and 
ſometimes altogether removed for a time. 
J fay, ſuch a Diatheſis can never riſe to 
that magnitude which is ſufficient for 
forming inflammation, 

This 
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This example of a thorn under the 
nail and , wounding it, and bringing on 
inflammation after a wound, and communi- 
cating a fimilar affection to the ſhoulder, 
and a pyrexia all over the body, is menti- 
oned to no purpoſe, as confirming and 
illuſtrating how phlegmaſia proceeds from 
inflammation. For nothing like a phleg- 
maſia follows this or a ſimilar local in- 
jury, except a Phſdgiſtic Diatheſis hap- 
pens to pre-exiſt in this caſe too, ſo as to 
paſs or-change into any diſeaſe. Without 
which Diatheſis, no general affection 
takes place in the contrary Diatheſis, a 
contrary diſcaſe ariſes, viz. a typhus of 
the molt dangerous kind ſymptomatic 
of a gangrene, | 


That a local affection depends on a ge- 
neral one, and the general one not on the 
local is further proved by the preſence of 
a inflammation often without being fol- 
lowed by any phlegmaſia. Becauſe as in 
the caſe juſt now mentioned, it very often 


happens, becauſe either a general Dia- 
| theſis 
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theſis is wanting or the place inflamed 
is not internal, and not very ſenſible, 
Thus all the inſtances of Phlegmon, all 
the inſtances of Erithma or Eryſieplas, 
without a general Diatheſis, being dif- 
ferent from phlegmaſia are very impro- 
perly connected with them, but more im- 
properly with their prototypes, inaſmuch 
as all theſe are local diſeaſes, or ſymptoms 
of other diſeaſes. Nor does a certain 
fimilarity of diſeaſes, of internal inflam- 
mation, with phlegmaſia invalidate this 
opinion : Inaſmuch as theſe diſeaſes are 
pot preceded by the uſual noxious powers, 
creative of phlegmaſia, or any general af- 
ſection, nor are cured by general remedies. 


Theſe diſeaſes conſequently, which ariſe 
from acrid ſtimuli and compreſſion, and 
which are curable by removing alone the 
cauſe, which is ſeldom done by art, are 
ranked among the phlegmaſia, thro' errour 
of the worſt kind, and moſt adverſe to the 
cure. | 


The 
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The name of Pyrexia has been given 
with very great treaſon to the general af- 
fection which appears in phlegmaſia, and 
the two next charracters; as by this they 


may be diſtinguiſhed from Fevers, which 


are difcaſes of extreme debility on the one 
hand, and on the other from a ſimilar, 
but altogether different evil, which is a 
ſymptom of local diſeaſes, and may be 
called a ſymptom. | 


The true phlegmaſiz which anſwer the 
definition are peripneumony, under which 
are comprehended the phrenites and the 
cardites as far as it is a general affection, 
a ſynocha with an affection of the head 
called phrenetica, rheumatiſm, eryſipelas, 
cynanche tonſilaris, catarrh, and a ſimple 
ſynocha. 
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The HISTORY F PERIPNEUMONY. 


F HE peculiar ſymptoms of peripneu- 


mony are a pain in ſome part of the 
thorax, often ſhifting its place, difficult 
breathing, coughing generally, ſpitting 
ſometimes blood. 


The ſeat of the diſeaſe is all over the 
body, the whole nervous ſyſtem with an 
increaſed Diatheſis, in a ſtate of prediſpo- 
fition general to the whole body, and no 
other new cauſe creating the diſeaſe, an 
inflammation within the breaſt, following 
the pyrexia after a conſiderable length of 
time, but never preceding it, veneſection, 
and all the other remedies affecting not 
more, the place inflamed than any other 
part equally diſtant. I ſay, all theſe 
things prove that the diſeaſe is general all 
over the body, and the whole nervous 


ſyſtem. 


The peculiar ſeat of the inflammation 
which is a part of the general Diatheſis, 
is 
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is the ſubſtance of the lungs and the 
membrane, proceeding from the covering 


the ſurface of the ſame, called the Pleu- 
ra pulmonalis; or a certain part of this 


membrane either covering the ribs inſide, 
or including the vicera of the thorax 
without; in different parts of it, in dif- 
ferent caſes, and even in the ſame caſe, 
different parts are affected. 


The pain in any outward part of the 


thorax depends on the inflammation of the 
different correſponding parts within, juſt 
now mentioned, which is confirmed by 


diſſection of bodies; but it is very often 


the lungs adhering to the pleura- coſtalis 
conſtitutes the pain. 


When the inflammation attacks the 
ſurface of the lungs, it cannot adhere 
or be confi ned to any other part ſeparately, 
either the ſubſtance of the lungs or its 
membranes; for, if you but ſtudy the 
matter, how can you conceive that ſingle 
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points of the fame veſſels, whether creep- 
ing on the ſurface of the membrane, or 
deſcending into the ſubſtance of the lungs, 
or emerging from thence, can be in- 
flamed without an inflammation of the 
adjacent parts ? | 


In like manner the diſtinction of in- 
flammation into the iparanchymatous and 
membranous, and the ſuppoſition of its 
being continually in the latter, is equally 


foreign from truth; which diſtinction, 


be well aſſured, was mentioned, not ſo 
much for the ſake of practice (for the 
diſpute does hot at all concern the cure) 


as for the ſake of ſhewing the uſual vanity 


of pathologiſts. 


The pain, during the courſe of the 


diſeaſe, often changes its place; becauſe 
the inflammation, which is its imme- 


diate cauſe, is equally changeable, leaving 
its firſt place, or partly keeping it and 
partly quitting it, and ruſhing with vio- 
lence into another'place : which the well 
known 
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known change of the ſeat of pain, com- 
pared with the veſtiges of the inflam- 
mation of its correſponding parts, diſco- 
vered after death, confirms. Which cir- 
cumſtance reflects, by another very weighty 
argument, on the notion of the diſeaſe being 
conſtituted, ſupported or depending any 
how on an inflammation of the part, cor- 
robates the opinion laid down here, and 
ſhews that the inflammation is directed 
by the general Diatheſis, one time on this 
part, and another time on another, in- 
creaſes, and is in ſome ſort multiplied ; 
this is further corroborated, becauſe 
the cure ſhews that the inflammation is 
weakened, rendered leſs extenſive, and is 
removed from all parts of the body, when 
the general Diatheſis is leſſened or re- 
moved. The conſideration of rheumatiſm 
confirms the ſame thing, whoſe powers 
are more ſevere and more numerous, in 
proportion to the ſtrength of the general 
Diatheſis, and milder and fewer in number 
in proportion to its ſlightneſs, diſtinguiſh 
theſe pains; depending on the general 

M Diatheſis 
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Diatheſis being a part of the general diſ- 
eaſe, from local pains, which very often 


happen alone without any general diſeaſe, 
and may chance to go before a general 
affection, if you do not wiſh wantonly to 
ſport with terms, in a matter of import- 
ance to betray a ſcandalous ignorance and 
to impoſe upon the ignorant. 


The difficulty of breathing is conſtitu- 


ted by no excluſive fault in the lungs, or 


organs of reſpiration, by no deficiency of 
excitement in them, but only from the in- 
halation of air, which fills its proper 
veſſels, diſtends them and thereby com- 


preſſes the ſanguiferous inflamed ones. 


The cauſe of coughing proceeds from 


| perſpirable matter, as mentioned before, 


and alſo from mucus ſecreted and excreted, 


violently irritating the air veſſels, in- 


creaſing the excitement of them, and of 


every other power, inlarging the capacity 


of the thorax, &c. and thus performing 
a very full inhalation and exhalati- | 
> 
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on of air, while they will partly co- 
operate, | 


This coughing is ſlight, or ſcarce any. 


at all in the beginning, becauſe in con- 
ſequence of the Diatheſis, as yet power- 


fully attacking the extremities of the 


veſſels, the fame fluids paſſing off in the 
form of an imperceptible vapour, very 
little irritate, and paſs away with the 
breath, with little difficulty. Spits follow 
the ſame, becauſe the humours accumu- 


lated together with their effect, which is 


the retention of mucus, are ſwept along in 
the effort of coughing, perhaps and the 
violent impetus of the effluent air, as if it 
were by a running ſtream, the blood 
ſometimes mixed with theſe ſpits indi- 
cates the force of ſecretion already ex- 


plained. The ſoftneſs of the pulſe, in th& 


common acceptation of the word, in this 
caſe is to be excluded, as an indication be- 
cauſe the ſymptoms of the pulſe do not fol- 


low an inflammation, but the general Dia- 


theſis, which being regarded, the pulſe 
which 
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which is not very hard, may be called 
ſoft, but regard being had to the cure, the 
pulſe may be called ſoft. Nor is the various 
ſenſation of pain, which is ſometimes 
acute, and as it were pungent, and other 
times obtuſe and heavy, and rather to be 
conſidered as an anxiety, altho' directly 
depending on inflammation, or indicating 
its ftate and ſeat, to be counted a matter 
of any great moment, becauſe, however 
great the inflammation may be, wherever 
it may be fituated, and whatever danger it 
may threaten, the only method of remov- 
ing it, along with the danger of the 
diſeaſe, conſiſts in mw the general 


Diatheſis. 


The notion therefore of the inflamma- 
tion of the pleura pulmonalis in the acute 
peripneumony, or of the paranchyma in 
the obtuſe, is to be rejected as uſeleſs, and 
guarded againſt as deſtructive, for very 
often during the courſe of the diſeaſe, 
when far advanced, the pain ſuddenly 
ecafing while the breathing is not pro- 

portionably 
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portionably lightened, affords a falſe ap- 
pearance of a recovery to an unſſcilful 
phyſician. The cauſe of which being 
altogether different from the nature and 
ſeat of inflammation, conſiſts in fuch a 
magnitude of excitement, as indicates 
that the excitability is worn out and end- 
ed, and the very great vigour changed in- 
to indirect debility; hence inſtead of a 
very great excitement, no excitement ex- 
iſts in the veſſels moſtly affected, and inſtead 
of denſity, extreme laxity takes place: 
hence the excretions, inſtead of being only 
moderately increaſed are augmented beyond 
bounds; the watery parts ſeparating from 
the more fluid, without any force, with- 


out effects, but only in conſequence of the 


inactivity of the veſſels and the fluids, ex- 
travaſated in all parts into air veſſels, 
which ſuddenly ſuffocates the patient. 


CARPDITESs ſeldom occurs, is not well 
underſtood, and appears generally to be a 
local affection, when this takes place; the 
phyſicians labour is ſpent to very little 


purpoſe. 
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purpoſe, and if at any time it happens 


connected with the general affection, it 
admits of no other definition or method 


of cure, but that of peripneumony, from 
which, inaſmuch as it ariſes from the ſame 
noxious powers preceding, and is remov- 


ed by the ſame remedies, and cannot be 


diſtinguiſhed from it, by any uncertain 


ſymptom; therefore it ſhould not be ſup- 
poſed different from it, either in the 


origin of the diſeaſe, or method of cure. 
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| The HISTORY the SYNOCHA 


PHRENETICA. 
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HE ſynocha phrenetica is a phleg- 
maſia attended with a ſlight inflam- 
matory catarrhal affection of ſome part or 
other, of one or more of the limbs or 
fauces, with pain in the head, the face 
and eyes ſuffuſed, impatient of noiſe, and 
light reſtleſſneſs and delirium. Inflam- 
mation does not appear externally in its 
proper form ; neverthelels, a ſtate border- 
ing on it or a catarrhal affection depend- 
ing on the ſame cauſe, and differing only 
in this, that it is only an inferior degree, 
appears on the limbs, and muſcles, eſpe- 
cially over the ſpine or round the breaſt, 
and in the lower part of the fauces. 


The pain of the head, the ſuffuſion of 
the face and eyes, proceeds from too great 
a quantity of blood in the veſſels of the 
brain, or its meninges, diſtending, ſtimu- 
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lating, exciting and contracting the veſſels, 
ſo as to cauſe pain. To create which, 
inflammation is not neceſſary ; for without 
it increaſed action may produce ſuch 
pain, becauſe it exceeds that medium of 
excitement in which an agreeable ſenſation 
conſiſts. The quantity of blood is indi- 
cated and alſo explained from the redneſs 
of the face. That this cauſes the pain 
by diſtention, is proved by veneſection ; 
and whatſoever diminiſhes that quanti- 
ty, by leſſening the impetus of the blood. 


The ſame cauſes an impatience of ſound 
and light, ſharpening the ſenies of hearing 
and ſeeing ; for, as ſome degree of im- 
- pulſe of the blood is neceſſary for every 
ſenſation, if the veſſels are over-loaded 
muſt it not be attended with heat? as the 
blood put in motion is the exciting cauſe ; 
conſequently, if the cauſe be too great, 
the effect muſt be equally ſo; but theſe 
ſymptoms are attended with pain, in a 
different degree of excitement, as ſhall be 
hereafter mentioned. 

The 
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The ſame increaſed excitement, cauſed 
by a too great ſtimulus of the blood and 
other powers, occaſions reſtleſſneſs and 
delirium. The other powers that contri- 
bute to the fame, generally are intenſe 
thinking, as if it were a continual tenor 
of thought, and every exciting paſſion. 
No one, even in health, ſleeps well when 
operated on by theſe powers. So that you 
ſhould not be ſurpriſed that the ſame, 
applied in a high degree in a violent diſ- 
eaſe, prevents ſleep. As increaſed reſt- 
leſſneſs is an increaſed action, ſo is deli- 
rium, the ſame cauſe remaining. What 
may ſeem wanting to the more full ex- 
planation of theſe ſymptems, ſhall be 
hereafter delivered. 
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45 \ EXPLICATION 2378 STHENIO 


1. 


E xXxANT HEMA T A. 


HE ſthenic exanthemata, are often the 

| conſequence of the noxious powers 
that uſually create the ſthenic Diatheſis, 
in ſuch a ſthenic pyrexia, firſt, or a 
ſynocha, take. place then, after a ſhort in- 
terval, not certain by any rule blotches or 
ſpots that mark the ſkin follow. 


The following is a ſtrong proof, that 
the exanthematic diſorders do not, in any 
thing of conſequence differ from the 
other ſthenic diſorders, becauſe, except in. 
the eruption and the things appertaining 
to it, there is nothing remarkable or new 
in theſe ſigns; except the contagion, no- 
thing ſtrange in the noxious powers; and 
the ſame remedies are found to anſwer, both 
to check and cure the diſeaſe. As this is 
the caſe, yet on account of the eruption 
and the things peculiar to it, it was a proof 
of the greateſt ignorance to have ſeparated 


the 


—— — 2 — 


f , 


the exanthematic from fimilar diſor- 
ders, and to have joined them with 
thoſe very different from them in their 
nature. For how can any one believe 
ſince the uſual method of cure re- 
moves the effect of eruption, whatever 
it is, that it proceeds not from the ſame 
but from a different cauſe, unleſs We are 
arguing with thoſe, who think that the 
ſame effect proceeds from different cauſes? 
For truly the operation of contagion is 
not different to that of the common 


powers, but intirely the ſame. 


Contagion is a certain matter, inſenſi- 
ble, of an unknown nature, and, as moſt 
other things, only manifeſt by its more 
evident effects. Being cought by a ſound 
body from the body of one affected, or 
from ſome coarſer matter, as a gar ment, 
or houſehold furniture, where it has by 
chance lurked; without any manifeſt change 
in the ſolids and fluids where. it ferments- 
and fills all the veſſels, and then by degrees 
is excreted by the pores. 
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And as no effect follows it, except the 
ſthenic Diatheſis, the noxious powers that 
uſually conſtitute this Diatheſis, often 

precede the diſeaſe, and the aſthenie cure 
always, and ſolely anſwers; conſequently 
its effect ſhould not in the leaſt differ 
from the dilcaſe hitherto mentioned. 
Therefore the diſeaſes arifing from the 
former are juſtly conjoined with thoſe, as 
belonging to the ſame ſpecies. 


The only difference betwixt them is 
this, that in the exanthematic, the matter 
requires ſome time to be carried out of the 
body, different in different people, conſe- 
quently it is conveyed out in a more ſpar- 
ing or plentiful manner, the more free or 
obſtructed is the perſpiration; which is 
ſuppreſſed, not by any ſpaſm or any con- 
ſtriction of cold, but by the Sthenic Dia- 
' theſis on the ſurface of the body ; as is 
clear from this, becauſe cold, by its debi- 
litating operation, by affording a free paſ- 
ſage for the matter, clearly reſtores per- 
ſpiration. That it produces ſuch effects, 

| not 
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not by removing ſpaſm, but by leſſening. 


the Diathefis, has been demonſtrated above. 
As the way for the offending matter is 
thus ſet open by a free paſſige, ſo, whatever 
part of 'it remains within the cuticle, 
acquires a certain acrimony, caufes little 
inflammations, and when produced brings 
them on to ſuppuration ; which, by irri- 
tating the part affected, rouſes up a Pyrexia 
and a ſymptomatic Phlogiſtic Diatheſis, 
which is not to be confounded with the 
Idiopathic one. 


The time of eruption is more or leſs 
certain, becauſe the operation of ferment- 
ation, being in ſome meaſure certain and 
equal, requires a certain time alſo, to 
run its circuit, to diffuſe itſelf over the 
body, and to reach its ſurface, witneſs 


the effect. Now, this is not certain 


exactly, becauſe, the perſpiration as the 
vigour varies, neceſſarily is more profuſe 
or languid, 


The 
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The pyrexia, ſymptomatic of eruption, 
ſometimes aſſumes the form of a proper 
Fever, becauſe the magnitude of the ſti- 
mulus, which the eruption caſts upon the 
whole ſyſtem, begets too great excitement, 
conſequently the end of the latter, is in- 
direct debility. 
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The HISTORY of te SMALL-POX. 


b 8 ſmall pox is an exanthema, on 
the third or fourth day of which, and 
ſometimes later, Jittle papillz break out 
very ſmall, which ſoon pals into regular 
puſtules, containing a fluid, generally on 
the eight day of the eruption, but often 
later, which is changed into pus, af= 
terwards dried and falling off at laſt, in 
the form of ſcales; the eruption in pro- 
portion-to the magnitude of the Phlogiſtic 
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Diatheſis is greater, leſs, or leaſt of all. iz 
1 
All theſe things juſt now mentioned [> 


— 4 


are directed by the laws of fermentation. 
The number of puſtules, correſponding to 
the meaſure of the Diatheſis, ſhew that 
contagion, without the noxious powers. 
conſtituting this, are of no efficacy to 
create a real morbid ſtate, and to direct 
only the exterior form of the diſeaſe. 
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The HISTORY of the MEASLES. 


HE meaftes is an exanthema, begin- 

ning with a ſneezing, moiſture of - 
the eyes, dry cough, and hoarſeneſs. The 
eruption of which comes out on the 
fourth day or later, confiſting of ſmall 
papillz, very numerous, ſcarce appearing 
above the ſurface, in the ſpace of three 
days, or later, ending in furfuraceous 
ſcales. In the progreſs of the Phlogiſtic 
Diatheſis, the difeaſe is violent in pro- 

portion to its magnitude, and lighter when 

it is abſent or leſs evident, nevertheleſs ſo 
as to turn out Phlogiſtic. 


3 e * 


The ſneezing, moiſture of the eyes, dry 
congh, and hoarſeneſs are catarrhal ſymp- 
toms, and conſequently depend on a Phlo- 

giſtic Diathefis. Which inafmuch as they 
appeat, and are perpetual four days or 
more before the eruption, that is to ſay, 
before the matter ſeems to touch the part 
affected, and from thence the Phlo- 
giſtic Diatheſis is to be ſuppoſed to fol- 
: oF * | tow 5 
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low after the noxious powers, which are 
accuſtomed to conſtitute it, and not the 
morbid matter, in this caſe, and to be 
neceſſary for the meaſles. Which, altho' it 
ſhould be denied, and it be contended that 
theſe ſymptoms proceeded from ſuch 
matter: Nevertheleſs it is to be admitted 
that it differs nothing from the other 
Phlogiſtic diſeaſes, but to be equally placed 
in a Phlogiſtic Diatheſis, and yield to an- 
tiphlogiſtic remedies; and becauſe the 
matter brings along with it the ſame 
event, which the uſual noxious Phlogiſtic 
powers do, thus it is altogether the ſame, 
and the cauſe of the diſeaſe as allowed to 
be. From whence there is nothing 
new in the intention of cure, but what is 
common to this with the other Phlogiſtic 
exanthemata, that time muſt be given to 
the matter wherehy it may be expelled out 
of the body, and proviſion made after the 
ſame manner for the perſpiration, as the 
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Pblogiſtic Diatheſis in other reſpects is 


accuſtomed to be treated. 


O 2 x The 


"I 
Py 
2 ' . 
1 
f 
$ # 4 
35 : 
N 0 
7 -( 
1 
0 
bs 
15 . 
ö 
» 
ry 
* 
+3 | 
1 
4 
2M 
* 
©} 
1 
* 
21 
* 
£ 4 
& 
. 
þ l 
* 
| 
8 
1 4 
4 s 
| 
15 
Ly , 
= - 
20 
© ; 
* 
14 
EI} 
vs 
4 
& 
*z 
x 
: 
: i 


* 


11o VARIOUS SYSTE M8 


The eruption admits of the ſame 
method of cure delivered, the diſeaſe is 
violent, when ſuch a Phlogiſtic Dia- 
theſis precedes it, but when this is ſlighter 
the diſcaſe is light alſo, which thing 
beſides confirms how the operation of the 
contagion does not differ from the noxious 


powers accuſtomed to conſtitute ſuch a 
Diatheſis. 


When the Diatheſis by increaſing ſup» 
preſſes perſpiration, the eruption vaniſhes 
often for a time, as if it went to the 
interior parts, which danger is moſtly 
threatned in the end of the diſeaſe, and 
ſhows that the matter kindles up a ſymp- 
tomatic inflammation, aſter the ſame.man- 
ner that the variolous matter does on the 
ſurface of the body. Hence often the 
lungs are inflamed with other vera. 
Which inflammation is ſaid to be ſymp- 
tomatic, becauſe the acrimony does not 
depend after the manner of the {d:opathic, 
on the common Diathelis but of the mat- 
ter, one time attacking one part, and one 

| | time 
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time another, the effect of which excites 
alſo a ſymptomatic pyrexia, which is to 


be diſtinguiſhed from the Idiopathic, 


The HISTORY of the SEVERE 
ERYSIPELAS. 


5 Eryſipelas is a phlegmaſia always 
beginning with a pyrexia attended 
with an inflammation. Which when 


ſeated in any external part of the body, 


often in the face, ſometimes in the neck, 
is red of an irregular margin, ſwelling a 
little, ſpreading and as it wece burning. 


There is a property peculiar to this in- 
flammation, which is different from the 
other common ſthenics which name has 
been given to all thoſe depending on the 
ſthenic Diatheſis to diſtinguiſh them the 


better from the others, viz. this property 


is to occupy the mucous ſyſtem. Why 
| that 
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that ſhould happen, it is of no importance, 
fince this does not differ from the other 
phlegmaliz, neither in the operation of 


the noxious exciting powers, nor in the 


operation of the remedies. 


The cauſe of' the redneſs, of the in- 
flamed parts, is the ſuperabundance of 
blood in the inflamed veſſels; for the 
queſtion, of the more or leſs red inflam- 
mation, as it touches not the nature of 
the diſorder, is of no conſequence here. 
The place inflamed ſwells leſs, becauſe 
there 1s a free ſpace between the cuticle 
and the ſkin, by which means the fluid 
concerned is diffuſed. This 1s the cauſe 
of the ſpreading of the inflammation, and 
irregularity of the margin. The burning 
ſenſation ariſes from acrimony brought on 


by ſtagnation. 


This inflammation is not more danger- 
ous in the face, than in any other place, 
except in a great Diatheſis, on which it 


depends, cauſing the inflammation, to be 
| orcat 
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great in proportion. In which caſe 
whatever part is inflamed, the diſorder is 
to be judged off from the great Diatheſis, 
but ſtill more ſo from an inflamed face, if 
attended with great inward diſturbances. 


Whea ſuch a ſthenic Diatheſis, and its 


dependant, an affection of the head, takes 
place, no diſorder is more dangerous, 
none more rapid, nor ſooner bring on a 
diſſolution. On the contrary in a mild 
Diatheſis, no diſeaſe is leſs dangerous. 


a 


The HISTORY of the RHEUMATISM. 


HEUMATISM is a phlegmaſia, tak- 

ing place in a temperament inclin- 

ing to the ſanguineous, in conſequence of 
heat ſucceeding the application of cold, 
or ſo alternating with it, as to ſtimulate 
with greater power, attended with a pain 


near the joints, eſpecially of the larger 


ones, 
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ones, and correſponding to the magni- 
tude of the Diathefis. In which the in- 
flammation always following the pyrexia. 


A ſanguine temperament, conſiſts in 
that ſtate wherein ſenſibility, and the 
powers of body and mind, are eaſier ex- 
cited by a given quantity of ſtimulus, 
than in any other, which depends on ac- 
cumulated excitability. Hence all the o- 
ther conditions being the ſame, younger 
perſons, the ſum of whoſe original ex- 
citab:lity has been leſs exhauſted than that 


of old people, poſſeſſes this temperament 


id a more exquiſite degree, but as any tem- 
perament is ſeldom unmixed, ſo this 
is ſeldom pure ia a rheumatiſm, This 
is confirmed by the application of ſti- 
mulating powers, ia the higheſt degree, 
conſtituting this diſcaſe by a Fhlogiſtic 
Diatheſis, in a perſon of any tempera- 


ment: And the more ſo, becauſe when- 


ever this temperament is unmixed, as is 


the caſe in the hyſteria and phthiſis pul- 


monalis: the diſeaſe ariſing thence from 
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ſtimulating powers, inclines to debility 
rather than ſtrength : and alſo the heu- 
matiſm never happens to people that do 
not poſſeſs this temperament, without vio- 
lent ſtimulants, which neceſſarily bring 
on other Phlogiſtic diſeaſes, but never 
rheumatiſm. 


External temperature proves hurtful, 
after the ſame manner in this caſe, as has 
been explained in page 24, Vol. II. and 27. 


The pain is violent in the places men- 
tioned, becauſe the inflammation, or the 
more increaſed part of the general Dia- 
_ theſis affects theſe parts more eſpecially. 
And thus happens on this account, be- 
cauſe the temperature mentioned, which 
is the moſt powerful of all the noxious 
powers, is directed only to that part. In- 
flammation is not tranſmitted to the in- 
terior parts, becauſe the ſame noxious 
power does not act on the interior in the 
ſame manner, theſe parts maintaining 
moſt commonly an equible temperature, 
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independent of all external changes. Cold, 
as is the general opinion, does not do 
hurt here by aſtriction, becauſe the diſ- 
order rages moſtly after the application of 
heat, whoſe operation is oppoſite to that 
of aſtriction, which is confirmed by the 
noxious effects, which always follow ſti- 
mulating food ; and alſo by the utility of 
abſtinence in this diſeaſe; which alſo refutes 
the errour that attributes more harm 
to temperature, than it really affects, and 
and more advantage to ſweat, than it really 

does ; as if all the other noxious powers 
were of no ſignification ; and as if the other 
remedies were-of the ſame. In this, as 
well as in all other Phlegmaſia, the gene- 
ral Phlogiſtic Diatheſis alone conſtitutes 
the diſeaſe, and the ſolution of this Dia- 
theſis alone conſtitutes health, which is 
very clearly proved by the inflammation 
in this diſeaſe, which exiſt very often 
fingle, and in both caſes have nothing 
common with the Phlogiſtic Diatheſis, in 
which all the diſorder is centered. We 
ſhould remember that theſe are local af- 


feclions, 
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fections, or belong to a general diſeaſe of 
a different nature, viz. the rheumatalgia, 
which ſhall be hurtful confidered. 


Why the larger joints are affected in 
this diſeaſe, and the ſmaller in the gout, 
I ſhall endeavour to explain when I come 
to treat of that diſcaſe, 


— ._ wy ww — - 


— 


The rheumatalgia, which is an aſthenic 
affection, is not to be confounded, as has 
always been the caſe till now, with rheu- 
matiſm, which is a Phlogiſtic diſeaſe, 
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The ERYSIPELAS 
Of the MiII DER KIND. 


HE definition, as well as the expli- 
cation given above of the ſevere 
Eryſipelas will ſuffice to explain the mild 
one; yet in ſuch a manner, as to let us 
underſtand that both from the noxious 
antecedent powers, as well as from the 
5 ſymptoms 


\ 
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ſymptoms and the whole cauſe, this 
latter .is much more lenient than the 
former, as alſo the diſorder in the firſt 
place, is not ſo ſevere, 


lt does not often ſo much follow the 
cynanche ſthenica, commonly called 
cynanche tonfillaris, as it attends it when 
not yet ended. It often happens alone, 
without the latter ariſing from a fimilar 
mildneſs of the noxious powers, and is 
attended with a leſs degree of ſymptoms 
during the whole courſe, 


Even from the ſame powers in men in 
the ſame ſtate of the noxious powers, at 
one time the eryfipelas, at another the 
cynanche, that the catarrh ariſes without 


any diſtinction, and theſe ſame are cured 
by the lenient aſthenic method of cure, 


The 
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The HISTORY. Te 
CYNANCHE TONSILARKRIS. 


HE Cy nanche Tonſilaris is a phleg- 


maſia, wherein the inflammation 
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when it once happens, the ſame places are 
in danger of being affected with it, often 
becauſe its ſeat being prominent, and not 
covered, are expreſſed to the molt power. 
ful of the noxious cauſes, and the veſſels 
once diſtended with | infla:nmation, and 
relaxed afterwards, admits of an accumu-— 


KH 
attacks the fauces particularly the toni, | | 
but never goes before, but always follows 1 
a pyrexia. Theſe inflamed parts are 
turned and red, the pain is always increat- [ 
ed in ſwallowing, particularly fluids. The | 
cauſe has been aſſigned, why inflammation _ 4 0 
attacks the place here mentioned. Which 1 1 


jation very eahly in every violent impetus 


of the blood. 


As after the manner of other phleg- 
maſts, the inflammation never precedes 
the pyrexia, for the reaſons mentioned, 
in page 83, Vol. II. So 
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So if it ſhould appear to an unexperien- 
ced perſon to go before it. The reaſon of 
this is, the general inflammation being 
often repeated, and leaving its noxious 
effect always in the ſame place. It by 
degrees degenerates into a local affection, 
which thing cannot happen without 2. 
Phlogiſtic Diathefts, and without a q- 
zanche following, but conjoined by chance 
with the former, it may ſomtime precede 
the latter, but in both caſes it is to be 
diſtinguiſhed from a general one, by any 
man that wiſhes to guard againſt a per- 


Nicious errour in the method of cure. 


The ſame affection in an aſthenic habit, 
either ſucceeding a general affection, or 
etherwiſe becoming now a ſecond time 
generally is to be referred to a diſeaſe of 
the other ſpecies, hereafter to be mention- 
ed. 


If you can explain the cauſe why the 
pain is exaſperated in ſwallowing fluids, 
do ſo, but if you cannot, it does not mgt- 
ter much. 


The 
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The cynanche ſophagea is here omit- 
ted, becauſe the diforder 1s very rare, and 
whenever it is a general affection, admits 
of the ſame explanation and method of 
cure that the cynanche tonſilaris does. 
Nor does it differ, only that the inflam- 
mation is higher, and ſome redneſs only 
appears; but becauſe we ought to ſuſpect 
that the affection is local, as when the 
<eſophagia happens to be eroded, or as if 
it were burned by any acrid ſtimulus, 
conſequently look to the diſtinctions 
made before, in page 95, &c. in Vor. I. 


and diſtinguiſh them in order to affect a 
cure. 
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A diſeaſe which very ſeldom occurs, 
but ſometimes may be ſeen in certain 
countries, but never at all in others, 
is called the croup in which the 
reſpiration is affected, the inſpired air 
makes a rattling noiſe, a hoarſeneſs takes 
place, this cough has a peculiar and 
clangent noiſe, and the inflammation, or 
tumor is ſcarce viſible, this diſcaſe attacks 

infants 
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nts and thoſe of tender age, ll the 
other accounts of it, admit of doubt, of 
which diſeaſe, which I have not ſeen my- 


\ ſelf. From this the following opinion of 


it when it occurs to you in practice, as a 


Phlogiſtic Diatheſis ſuch as is required to 


conſtitute a diſeaſe of any great magni- 
tude, becauſe ſuch a Diatheſis requires a 
great excitement, it takes place leſs in in- 
fancy, or old age, in the former the mag 
nitude of excitability, in the latter, the 
fmallneſs of it not at all admitting of a 
great affect of the exciting powers, or 


force of excitement; but nevertheleſs nei- 
ther of the two ſtates can be ſaid to be 


totally exempted from ſuch excitement. In 
infancy the magnitude of the excitability 
makes amends for the ſmallneſs of the ſti- 
mulus in old age; the magnitude of the 
ftimulus, on the contrary, ſupplying the” 
defe& of the excitability, which may be 
fufficient to cauſe a Phlagiſtic Diatheſis, 


not very continued, but however of ſome 


magnitude, fo as to amount to a diſeaſe, 
By this means children experience a won— 


derful 
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derful viciſſitude of excitement 


on account of the ſmallneſs of the ſti- 
mulus; hence, whenever children are 
attacked with a Phlogiſtic diſeaſe, that 
becomes of ſhort duration, acute, and 
eaſy of ſolution, nor is an aſthenic diſeaſe 
in them more difficult to be removed, 
provided there be no local affection in the 
caſe, and a proper method of treatment 
applied. 


The Indications of the former ſpecies 


of diſeaſe in infants conſiſt in very great 
frequency of pulſe, if compared to the 
Phlogiſtic pulſes of grown up people, 
and more frequent than their own pulſes, 


when in health, ſenſibly ſtriking the 5 


phyſician's finger. 


Vor. II. Q. 


in the 
ſhorteſt ſpace of time: to-day they ſhew, 
all ſigns of extreme debiliiy, and to- mor- 
row every ſymptom of vigour, in conſe- 
quence of the operation of the ſtimulus 
being eaſily raiſed to the higheſt degree, by 
_ reaſon of the magnitude of the excitability, 
and which ſoon changes to the loweſt, 
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The belly, in the beginning of the diſ- 
eaſe is bound ; as the diſeaſe advances it 
becomes looſer, attended with a dry ſkin, 
heat, thirſt, reſtleſſneſs, ſtrong cry- 
ing, &c. The ſymptoms of the contrary 
ſpecies of diſeaſe are innumerable pulſes 
very ſmall, imperceptible and ſoftly im- 
preffing the finger, as ſnow falls, a looſe 
belly, with green ſtools very abundant, 
frequent vomiting, dry ſkin, a heat greater 
than natural, different in different parts of 
the body, interrupted ſleep, never refreſh- 
ing; the ſcreaming feeble and mcurnfal. 
Beſides the uſual noxious powers, undi- 
luted milk, or food prepared from animal 
matter, too large a uſe of opium, or ſtrong 

drink after cold and moiſture, and con- 
| ſequently more debilitating, Too great 
heat, ſtrong ſimple ſolids precede the 
former Diatheſis. Together with the well 
known noxious powers, the milk of a 
feeble morbid nurſe, food prepared from 
vegetable aliment, and mixed with ſugar 
or water, and watery drinks; the practice 

of purging up or downward, by any me- 
dicines, 


- dicines, or even by magneſia, given in 
order to abſorb acids, cold not followed 


by heat and weak ſimple ſolids, precede 
the latter Diatheſis. | | 


Conſider which of theſe two kinds of 
ſymptoms ' precede or attend a cynanche 


_ trachealis, and whether its pyrexia be 


Phlogiſtic or aſthenic ; weigh well the 
different opinions which different people 
have given on this. Suſpect their rea- 
ſonings very much, but ſuſpect their facts 
more. Guard againſt the oſtentation, vani- 
ty, and raſhneſs of the younger phyſicians, 
and the obſtinacy of the older, hardened 
by age and by practice, which can be 


forced by no reaſon, by no truth, however 


weighty ; ſcarce by money itſelf. And 
guard againſt a mind fettered by prejudice ; 
remember in the inſtance of the Alexi- 
pbarmic phyſicians, that all thoſe 
of a century were in errour except 


one, x and conſider whether the preſent 


tace of phyſicians, who follow the doc- 
trines of the ſchools, are more in the 


ELF, right 


* 


OF MEDICINE. 125 


DD — r 2667 * * * 


126 VARIOUS SYSTEMS 


right, and do not ert in the other extreme, 
and do as much harm in Pevers and diſ- 
eaſes of pure debility, as the former did in 
Phiogiſtic diſeaſes, and ſcatter deſtruction 
far and wide thro' all mankind. Thus 


being guarded from errour, conſider the 


methods of cure in this diſeaſe, which 


have been made public. If by theſe, or by 


any experiments made by yourſelf, you 
diſcover that veneſection and purging, or 
what, on the contrary, are called An- 


- tiſpaſmodics; that is to ſay, ſtimulants 


anſwered, you may be aſſured that in 
the former caſe, the diſeaſe is Phlogiſtic, 
and in the latter. aſthenic, and the more 
certain you may be, if you obſerve the 
noxious exciting powers, or the ſymptoms 


already mentioned, to agree at the ſame 


time. 


The 
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'The HISTORY of the 
SIMPLE SYNOCHA. 


'A Simple Synocha is the ſame diſeaſe 
with the ſynocha Phrenetica if vou 
take away the affection, or increaſed ex- 
xitement of the head. | 


— — —— 


The HISTORY of CATARRH. 


ATARRH is a Plegma/ia, (page 89, 
Vol. II. wherein beſides the general 
ſymptoms a cough takes place, hoarſeneſs 
and an increaſed excretion of the noſe, 
fauces, and bronchia, firſt ſuppreſſed af- 
terwards a little increaſed, and at laſt 
very much augmented, ariſing from the 
noxious ſtimulating powers, often from 
heat alone, (page 90 and gr, Vor. II. 
particularly after the application of cold, - 
which may be removed by gd: bilitants often 


by cold, taking care that heat is not ap- 
plied after it. 


The 
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The explication of the cough, is the 
fame as has been delivered, Page. 95, 
Vo. II. Which is more free, becauſe it 
exaſperates and irritates no neighbouring 


part, highly inflamed, &c. 


You may. know from this, that the 
hoarſeneſs ariſes from the ſuppreſſion of 
the yapour, which inhales into the 
bronchia, becauſe it continues very long, 
often almoſt without being attended with 

expectoration, &c. or at leaſt, when theſe 
continue moderate, the Phlogiſtic Dia- 
" theſis continuing in vigour, and when this 
Distheſis relaxes a little, and the (pitting 
and coughing becoming more free, the 
hoarſeneſs relaxes or ſublides. That this is 
effected by ſuch a ſtimulus, as produces a 
Phlogiſtic Dietheſis, is proved by exertion 
of ſpeaking, cauſing a temporary hoarſeneſs 
by lence, removing this hoar ſeneſs, and 
the uſe of 295 Water allaying it. 


It proceeds from (anioretied excretion 
of the mucus and exhalable fluids, as 
mentioned; 
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mentioned, in page 945 Vol. II. and ad- 

mits of the fame explanation as there de- 
livered. : | 


It appears from this, that ſtimulants 
cauſe a Catarrh, becaufe heat alone, ſtrong 
- drink, moderate exerciſe, certainly excite 
it, and cold air, and the uſe of cold water, 
low diet and reſt certainly and effectually 
remove it. To ſuppoſe then that it pro- 
ceeds from cold alone, and is to be remov- 
ed by heat, is a great miſtake. ; 


On the other hand, cold never does 
harm, except when iz is ſuceeded by the 
action of heat as proved before, in page 21. 
Vol. II. | 


The Cararrh, which happens ſo often in 
ſummer, where its cauſe cannot be im- 
| puted to cold in one caſe, out of fix-hun- 
dred can be explained from heat, is never 
contagious very often, general and requi- 
ring the application of cold for its cure; 
not at all ſucceeding cold, but reid 
| | ſucceeding 
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erden heat, facts well 2 to old 
women, and to the commoneſt mecha- 
nics, in like manner to bleer- eyed 
people, and to barbers, I ſay, theſe facts 
are known to them, but unknown to 
medical writers, and medical Teachers 
which confirms the ſame obſervation, 


How far many diſeaſes which have 
been, and are counted as phlegmaſia may 
have a Phlogiſtic Diatheſis accidentally 
conjoined with them, of this, we muſt 
judge from the doctrine already delivered. 
And how far they are diſtant from the 
fame, and are to be confidered as Iocal 
diſeaſes in every reſpec, is to be referred 
to another part of this work. 


De 
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Th HISTORY of the SCARLET 


F:E V. EK 


HE Scarlatina is an exanthema, about 

the fourth day of which, or later, 
the face is ſomewhat tumefied at the ſame 
time, and the ſkin every where effloreſces, 
and afterwards is diſcriminated by large 
ſpots that afterwards coaleſce and paſs 
in about three days time, into ſcales like 
dander. Which proceed not but after a 
Phlogiſtic Diatheſis brought about from 
ſome other cauſe, which brings on a 
contrary diſeaſe, afterwards to be men- 
tioned, 


The eruption coming on at a certain 
ſeaſon, and continuing for ſome time, is 
to be attributed to fermentation, requiring 
after the ſame manner a certain period, 


different in different diſeaſes, as has been 
explained. | 


The tumidneſs of the countenance de- 


pends on a higher degree of Phlogiſtic 
VoL, II. R 


Diatheſis 
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Diatheſis in that part than in any other 
equal part, with the contagious matter 
now coming to the ſkin. Over and above 
the noxious powers that are accuſtomed - 
to conſtitute that, I ſay is ſuppoſed to 


increaſe. _. - 


This matter alone creates nothing of 
the morbid ſtate, and only gives the ex- 
terior and exanthematic appearance of the 
diſeaſe, and follows the nature of the Dia- 
theſis, whether it be aſthenic or Phlo- 
giſtic. Hence, after its application to 
the body, a diſeaſe, one time Phlogiſtic, 
fuch as has been defined, another time 
aſthenic ariſes, which is to be mentioned 
in its own place afterwards. What re- 
conciles both the different explications, 
as well as cures of different writers, main- 
taining different opinions, and contending 
diamettically againſt each other. | 
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The HISTORY of the MILD POX. 


HE definition of the mild pox, is 
the ſame as that of the ſeyere, except 
that in the mild kind, the puſtules are 
very few, never exceeding one or two 


hundred in number, except perhaps one 
Or two. 


The number of puſtules and the erup- 
tion attached to them, is not cauſed by 
the nature of the contagious matter, nor 
is it redundancy, but by the ſthenic Dia- 
theſis, as much as it is rouſed by the 
ſthenic noxious powers, of which the 
matter does not participate, If therefore 
that Diatheſis, and particularly in the 
ſurface of the body, be guarded againſt, 
and particularly on the ſurface of the 
ſame, the eruption will ſeldom be danger. 
ous. 


As the contagiaus matter contributes 
very little to the ſthenic Diatheſis, for the 
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reaſons mentioned above, ſo it notwith- 
ſtanding contributes ſomething ; which is 
proved by the frequent eruption enſuing 


and increaſing, where the Diatheſis, after 


the admittance of the contagion, is not 
increaſed by the common noxious powers. 


Conſequently, while the excitement 1s 
to be reduced below that which is ſuitable 
to ſound health, yet there are certain 
limits, beyond which we muſt not pro- 
ceed by debilitating. 


For, where the ſthenic Diatheſis is 
very much reduced, the excitement is too 


much diminiſhed, the eruption becomes 


very red, extended over the whole ſyſtem, 
and from a ſpotted one falls off always in- 
to a confluent eruption, unleſs it be cured 
by a ſtimulating method, it will be per- 
nicious, and is intirely unlike the erupti- 
on of the pox. 


The 
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The HISTORY of tbe 
MILD MEASLES. 


HE definition of the mild meaſles, 0 
the ſame as that of the ſevere kind, 
to which, whatever as been ſaid of the 


mild pox may be applied, if immediately 


on the commencement of the Catarrhal 
ſymptoms, the ſthenic Diatheſis is diſ- 
ſolved, no inconvenience proceeds from 
their number, and the diſorder proceeds 
in as mild a manner, as even the mild 
pox, when treated after the fame manner. 


The Catarrhal ſymptoms are of the 
{ame nature as in a Catarrh, and admit 
of the ſame cure, viz. the aſthenic one. 


The Catarrh, and the ſimple ſynocha, 


are void of a proper inflammation, whether 
common or local. The Scarlatina, pox 


and meaſles, {when theſe two latter are of 
the milder kind) are deſtitute of common 


inflammation, and ſhew the local one on 


the ſurface, which is of no conſequence. 


HISTORY 
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HISTORY PHLOGISTIC 


APYREXIA. 


11 Apyrexia proceeds from 
too great a Phlogiſtic Diathefis af- 
ſecting the veſſels, but ſome particular 
part more remarkably; particular examples 
of this are, mania, pervigilium, and obeſity. 


* 


The HISTORY of MANIA. 


ANIA is a Phlogiſtic Apyrexia, 
. wherein the mind (diſturbed) con- 
ceives falſe images of all things, | 


As far as mania does not ariſe from an 
injury of the matter of the brain, which 
local cafe ſometimes happens, too great 
exerciſe of the mind, or the power of the 


affections violently exciting, chiefly ex- 
cite it; which, nevertheleſs, act as more 


eſpecially 
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eſpecially on the brain, ſo on the whole 


body too, more or leſs, though a pyrexia 
ſhould not follow; ' becauſe, the method 
of cure debilitating the whole ſyſtem, and 
other ſtimuli, not by attacking the brain 
immediately, but exciting the ſame dif- 
eaſe : the moſt powerful of which ſtimuli 


are ſpirituous liquors or wine, and perhaps 


ſore things taken into the ſtomach, and 
acting theſe firſt. Of the other Phlogiſtic 
noxious powers, others alone bring on a 
mania leſs; but nevertheleſs, by ſtimu- 
lating, increaſe the foro of the noxious 
powers, which the effect of the ſame, re- 
moved by the cure proves. If at any time 
poiſons ſhould create Mania, the matter of 
any ſolid part remaining unhurt, the ope- 


ration of them is ſuppoſed to be the ſame 


as of the other common ſtimulant powers, 
the effect is to be judged the ſame, and 
the Idiepathic diſeaſe is to be ſuppoſed alſo 
the ſame. Which very things, if they act 
contrary, by deſtroying the texture of the 
part, are to be counted as the origin Of a 
local diſeaſe. 
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In the mania, the heart and arteries are 
moved leſs, becauſe food, which is the 
chief noxious power ſtimulating the 
veſſels, is accuſtomed to approach leſs to 
the number of noxious powers, that 
which is added to the reſt proves noxious, 
appears from this ; that abſtinence is 
found of the greateſt utility among the 
other remedies. From what has been 
faid, it is evident that mania is not a local 
but a general affection, 


PERVIGILIUM. 


F a Phlogiſtic Apyrexia, in which there 


is either no ſleep, or an unſound one, 
in which the patient is troubled with falſe 
perceptions. 


The ſame noxious powers excite ſleep, 


which excite mania, but leſs in degree; 


which too much thought, commotion, or 
| perturbation 
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perturbation of mind manifeſtly con- 
ſtitute, That degree of thought, which 
affects this, is not of very great magnitude 


which would affect it by conſuming. 


the excitabi/ity, and bring on profound 
fleep in time; or would drive away this 
by means of indirect debility, which is 
foreign from this place. The meaſure of 
the perturbation of mind, as far as it ex- 
cites this diſcaſe, is the ſame; too much 
of which intirely ends at laſt either in 
ſleep, or produces that degree of watch- 
fulneſs, which contains dire debility 
as a cauſe; nor does the ſimple operation of 
theſe effects of mind and body, happening 
ſeldom, prove equal to the effect. Which 
would be thus lighter or ſhorter, than 
to deſerve the name of a diſeaſe. Should 
the irritation return or oppreſs the brain 
greatly, it conſequently would leave a 
noxious power, which would create a 
more remarkable diſeaſe. The defire of 
great things by this means, when danger 
is conjoined, the impetus of revenging vio- 
Vor. II. 8 lent 
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tent injury, the horrour of revenge com- 
pleated, the fear of future atonements, are 
ſhewn to move the excited mind, by the 
examples of Catiline, Oreſtes, and Francis 
Spire, &c. Therefore, asoften as the mind 
is excited by images or affections, as after 


à certain continuance. of theſe and other 


ſtimuli it cannot reſt and be compoſed to 
ſound fleep, ſo often the diſeaſe in queſtion 
is judged to be conſtituted, 


Which diſeaſe, as the noxious powers 
mentioned in page 138 Vor. II. do not 


alone conſtitute it; for, as afterwards 
will appear, when the powers contributing 


to pervigilium, which act chiefly by debi- 


litating, in the end, will be treated of, 
and conſequently will be found under the 
other ſpecies of diſeaſes. I ſay, thoſe 
powers will be found to be ranked amongſt 
the other things which tend to prevent 
ſleep. The operation of the latter powers 
being contrary to the operation of theſe 


which procure ſuch ; being leſs in degree 
than thoſe that quickly wear out the exc:- 


tability. 
ef Thus 
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Thus the remiſſion of uſual exerciſe, 
watery inſtead of ſtrong drink, no ban- 
quetting beyond the uſual courſe, whereby 
the ſtimulus of food is hindered to pro- 
ceed to that extremity wherein indireòt 
_ devility favouring ſleep happens, and cold, 
which acts in like manner, by hindering 
otherwiſe the ſum of the ſtimulus to 
exceed bounds. All theſe things create 
watchfulneſs, or a ſtate bordering on flcep, 
whether alone or more eſpecially added to 
the proper ſtimuli of the brain. When 
the powers actively ſtimulating (page 139, 
Vox. II.) by this means, no part of the 
ſum of the ſtimulus being diminiſhed, 
create a pervigilium ; hence the cauſe 
of the Phlogiſtic ſpecies of other diſeaſes 
page 27, Vol. II. is the ſame. With 
this the ſtate of the body is ſaid to be 
the ſame in both wherein any diſeaſe is 
ſituated, nor are any other noxious powers 
underſtood, but altogether the ſame, to 
proceed by the proportion of the magni- 


tude only varying in degree which happens 
often in other Phlogiſtic diſeaſes. 


8 Which 
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Which circumſtance is alſo diſcovered 
from the ſtate of the functions, from 
which, altho' theſe diſorders may be ſaid 
to belong to apyrexia, nevertheleſs the 
pulſation of the arteries are not altogether 
free irom the diſeaſe. On the contrary 
they are more powerful than in health, or 
what takes place in Phlogiſtic diſcafes, and 
the ſtate of excitement is in proportion to 
that of vigour and the ſtate of the other 
actions, and except in ſuch as labour under 
an affection of the brain is the ſame, 
which generally is the caſe in the milder 
Phlogiſtic evils, or prediſpoſition to 
theſe; but if the' brain in this caſe is 
more affected than other part of the 
body, as in mania, that circumſtance 
has nothing unuſual in it, inaſmuch as it 
muſt be invariable. That a certain part 
is more particularly affected in theſe diſ- 
eaſes and prediſpoſition to them than in 
any other equal part bas been before 
fully proved, &c. 
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The HISTORY of OBESITY. 


BESITY is a ſthenic apyrexia, in 

” which from ſound. health by high 
living, particularly on fleſh meat, as alſo 
from a quiet kind of life, the quantity of 
fat increaſes ſo as to incommode our ac- 
tions. 


That obeſity thus defined is a diſeaſe 
and even a ſthenic one, is clearly demon- 
{trated by the definition of a diſeaſe, page 
65, Vor. I. and by the certain indications 
of the ſthenic Diatheſis, defire of food, 
ſtrong action of the ſtomach joined to the 
{ſtrength of the other powers. 


And as in this diſeaſe the ſtimulus of 
of the exciting powers, raiſes the excite- 
ment above what is proper for , ſound 
health, to that in which the ſthenic 
Diatheſis conſiſts, without which that 
great force of the ſtomach and the organs 
which produce . both chyle and bloog, 

could 
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could not exiſt; ſoit is common to this 
with the other diſorders of the ſthenic 
apyrexia, viz. that the ſum of all the 
ſtimuli ſhould aſcend much leſs, than in 
the other diſeaſes of the ſame ſpecies, viz. 
with a pyrexia, and an inflammation, 
never to an extreme degree of magnitude, 
whence indirect debility takes its origin; 
and indeed there is not as muchas would 
ſuffice to rouſe the heart and veſſels to any 
ſuch a height. 


To all which notwithſtanding it hap- 
pens that theſe and all the other actions 
ariſe ſome little above the degree of thoſe 
that are attendant on health, and very 
much above the aſthenic Diatheſis. The 


ſthenic apyrexies differ in this chicfly 


from the other ſthenic diſeaſes, that the 
exciting powers exiſt within that degree 
ot magnitude, which confumes the ex- 
citability very much; as we learn by their 
certain effect. For theſe difbrders are 
much more laſting than the other ſthenic 
ones. 


Whence, 
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Whence, howſoever the brain be af- 
tected by its peculiar ſtimuli, or its veſſels 
by the redundancy of blood; yet unleſs 
that redundancy approaches which the 
other ſtimulant powers create nor the ex- 
citement ariſing from thence; it is evident 
that the common effe& will be much leſs, 
and that the force of all the powers joined 
rogether, is much ſtronger than the force 
of each peculiar one when ſeparate. . 


The Diatheſis therefore of the whole 
ſyſtem is in the end leſs in theſe diſorders 
than in the other ſthenic complaints ; 
tho' the Diatheſis of the part is ſtill 48 
greater than in health as of the brain in 1 
the mania, and pervigilium, and of the {| 
fanguiferous veſſels in Obeſity; and 
the whole Diatheſis is almoſt as great, as 
it is vigorous in a prediſpoſition to other 

diſorders, and more fo in the part affected. 
Hence it comes that the contrary to the 
nature of theſe diſorders, and in like 
manner for a prediſpoſition to them, takes 
place and they uſually for that reaſon con- 


tinue 
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tinue long becauſe the mediocrity of tha 
of the ſum, ſtimulating operation never 
conſumes the excitability quickly, and al- 
ways cauſes an excitement more than ne- 
ccflary. A great diſturbance of the brain and 
veſſels in theſe diſorders does not argue a 
great degree of excitement, becauſe a local 
affection compared with an Idiopatbie one 
is toto coelo leſs. For however any 
ſtimulus may preſs on a part, and thus 
excite the reſt of the body, yet unleſs 
the other ſtimuli applied to the remainder 
of the body, ſupport its operation, that 
the ſum of the operation of all may affect 
the whole ſyſtem more highly, the effect 
of that one ſtimulus will be only conſpi- 
cuous in the part, and leſs ſo in the reſt 
of the body. In fine remember (page 
80, &c. Vor. I. and page 10, 11, &c, 
Vor. II.) that every grievous diſorder 
always ariſes from excitement, which took 
its riſe from the conjoined force of many 
ſtimuli. 


As in theſe ſthenic apyrexies a certain 


part, in the two former, the brain in the 
latter ; 
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latter; the ſanguiferous veſſels are much 
more excited than the other parts, and in 
a greater proportion than in the other 
ſthenic diſeaſes, for this reaſon, becauſe 
the local affection is much leſs ſupported 
by the ſtimuli not operating immediately 
on the other parts ; ſo the ſtimuli, thus 
operating on the parts affected are ſup- 
poſed, though only in an inferiour degree, 
yet really to affect the reſt of the ſyſtem. 
That the thing is ſo, is confirmed by the 
abſence of the aſthenic Diatheſis, and by 
fuch a ſthenic one as manifeſtly in 
this caſe contains a prediſpoſition to other 
diſorders of this ſpecies, by the temedies 
exciting theſe, which will be directly 
made manifeſt, and the cure is affected 
by powers contrary to theſe, which are 
always noxious in an oppoſite diſeaſe. 
Whence whatever ſtimulus affects a part, 
it truly and certainly affects the whole 
ſyſtem, becauſe the excitability is one and 
indiviſible over the whole, and even in 
this caſe where it canaot be diſcerned fo 
clearly. 
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As to what belongs particularly to 
Obeſity, you may know it by this clear 
proof that all the other noxious exciting 
powers except food, in ſuch people are 
more or leſs prevalent, becauſe the con- 


coctive powers, which depend on the force 


of the former, are ſo ſtrong, as to perform 
their duty more perfectly than in others, 


which notwithſtanding are not poſeſſed 


of the weakeſt force. Which noxi- 
ous powers notwithſtanding their being 
kept within that degree of magnitude 
which approaches to extremes, or very near 
it and finiſhes the excitement by conſuming 
the excitabilily, or through the multitude of 
the commotion which exhauſts the ſyſtem; 
yet theſe noxious powers, I ſay, are very 
powerful or lay a great ſtreſs on the ex- 
citability 


The affections of the mind do not 
ſtimulate much in this caſe. Which is 


commonly known by the old faying, that 


fat men are of a mild temper ; when thoſe 
that are Jean are very moroſe. Thus fat 
people are not . generally to much 
thought, 
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thought, which is a great ſtimulus, 
Hence alſo thoſe that are' naturally fat, 
are averſe to exerciſe by which the action 
of the veſſels ſhould be rouſed, and con- 
ſequently perſpiration would be ſet free, 
and the more ſo, becauſe all motions 
fatigue them more than others. Hence 
the fluids that would be caſt out through 
the pores of the body are retained. 


Having now laid before you the pro- 
perties of theſe diſeaſes, ſince every local 
affection depends on the common one 
'tis of the ſame nature, ariſes from the 
{ame noxious exciting powers and is cured 
by the ſame remedies, varying only in de- 
gree. Hence the local affection, whether 
it be an inflammaion, or a greater affection 
of the brain, or of the veſſels, than of any 
other part, yet we muſt not think that it 
is the ſame in one caſe, and different in 
another, but intirely the ſame in every caſe, 
and that they differ only in ſome ſmall 
matters of no conſequence, and that they 
by no means require a different cure, or 
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deſerve capital diſtinctions; therefore let 


that errour, which has totally corrupted 


this art, he intirely deſtroyed. All the 
* diſeaſes conſequentiy of which we have 


treated, have rightly been reduced to two 


genus, not to the genera and ſpecies at 
all, as there are only two forms of diſ- 
eaſes. 


Now as in all theſe diſeaſes all morbid 
force, whether it be conſidered as Idiopa- 
chic, or local, produces too great excite- 
ment, and as the remedies that cure the 
former, cure alfo the latter, nor are they 
ever to be applicd to a part only ; all this 
reaſoning is made uſe of that we may be 
convinced that there is a certain ſeries of 
increaſing ſtrength, from the moſt ſound 


health, to the greateſt degree of a ſthenic 


difeaſe. In which ſeries the Peripneu- 
mcny or Pkrenitis are at the head, and 
Obeſity at the foot. 


Theſe on the higher part of the ſcale 
are followed, nay ſometimes equalled by 
the ſmall pox and meaſles of the ſevere 
kind. 


E 


ot 
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kind. The Eryſipelas, attended with a 
oreat pain of the head, next is ſuperior to 
them in ſuch a manner, as to diſpute pre- 
cedency with them in violence. To 
which ſucceeds the rheumatifm, often 
equal not in the magnitude of the danger 
but of the Diathefis. The next. is the 
mild Eryſipelas, which claims an equal 
place with the Cynanche Tonfillaris, but 
in the mildneſs of its nature more near- 
ly allied to the latter than the former. 
Theſe are the diſeaſes attended with a 
pyrexia and an inflammation. | 


Two of which occupying the loweſt 
place of the ſeries, viz. the mild Ery- 
fipelas and Cynanche Tonfillaris, are fo 
like to the ſthenic Catarrh, a diſorder 
void of inflammation, that out of e'm all, 
one cannot tell which to put in the firſt 
place, yet below theſe the fimple ſynocha 
and ſcarlatina, inaſmuch as this latter is 
{thenic, and as much as the moſt uſual 
ſtate of both is thus conſidered, are clearly 


to be ſo placed. The loweſt place of all 
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in the ſeries, is occupied by the gentle 
pox and meaſlcs of the ſame mild nature. 


In this whole ſeries, the titles menti- 
oned and their names are not ſo much to 
be conſidered as the morbid force. For 
the manner of the cauſe which is certain, 
not that of the ſymptoms, which is 
uncertain and fallacious is to be conſider- 
ed. The inveſtigation of the ſymptoms, 
which hitherto has been of no advantage, 
but of great detriment to the art, and the 
moſt copious ſource of capital errours, 
is alſo in medicine, as in the reſt of Phi- 
loſophy, that queſtion of hidden cauſes is 
to be rejected, to be carefully ſhunned and 
avoided, and noſology is to be condemned. 


Under theſe diſorders lately mentioned 
the Mania, Pervigilium, and Obeſity are 
to be placed. Below theſe, and above the 
other diſorders, entire ſound health is to 
be fixed. 


——————— EEE In — 


The 
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The CURE of the DISORDERS of the 
STHENIC FORM. 


N order that the method of curing the 

ſthenic form of diſeaſes may be the 
better reduced to practice what we have 
before propoſed, muſt be applied firſt to 
the moſt violent Diatheſis, then to the 
more light, and to the danger of the parts 
affected in ſuch a manner, as to attend 
oaly to the powers of the remedies. 


When therefore a violent Diatheſis, as 
in the peripneumony, the phrenitis, mea- 
fles, and Eryſipelas gravis, attended with 
an affection of the head, is obſerved, im- 
mediate recourſe muſt be had to the moſt 
powerful and quickeſt remedy, and in 
proportion to the violence of the diſeaſe, 
muſt the quantity of blood be taken. 


— 


No certain quantity, on account of the 
changes of the powers of life being dif- 
ferent in different people, as they vary in 
age, ſex, ſtrength, and in the different 

magnitude 
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magnitude of the noxious exciting pow- 
ers can be pointed out.—In the puerile 
ſtate, which is feldom afflicted with any 
of the above mentioned diſorders, exeept 
the meaſles, and the leſs of the far- 
ther advanced, who are in leſs danger 
than in the bloom of youth; there- 
fo* a more ſparing veneſection ſuffices, 
becauſe the cauſe of diſeaſes in both ages 
is little excitement, for in the former there 
is magnitude of excitability, and in the 
latter a neceſſity of a greater ſtimulus or 
exciting power than before, becauſe the 
excitability is much impaired, 


A more certain rule to go by, in order 
to aſcertain when a ſufficient quantity of 
blood 1s taken, is an abatement of the 
ſymptoms, or a temporary removal of 
them. Wherefore, if after veneſection, 
immoderate heat, hardneſs of pulſe; if 
the affection of the head or lungs, if the 
dryneſs of the body, are much abated or 
relaxed, and a more moderate temperature, 
a greater ſoftneſs of pulſes, and a leſs 
quickneſs of them takes place, and the 
ſurface 
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furface of the body be more moiſt, at leaſt 
leſs dry, if the pain be every where abated, 
the inſpiratien eaſed, and the delicium 
taken off; we may know that enough of 
the vital fluid has been taken, at leaſt for 


a time. 


* 


In order to obtain this advantage in a 
ſtrong vigorous period of life, X. or XII. 
ounces, but much leſs before and after, 
will be generally found ſufficient: Which 
rule is good, but as it anſwers not in 
every caſe, we muſt have recourſe to that, 
as the more to be relied upon, which pro- 
cures a conſiderable remiſſion aud relaxa- 
tion of the ſymptoms 


Since a local affection depends on the 
magnitude of the Diatheſis, conſequently 
you muſt remember that there is no need 
of any peculiar directions for it, but ſuch 
as are applied to the general diſeaſe. | 


This being done, and the violence of 2 
the diſorder being broken, we muſt then 
Vox. II. 1 paſs 


o 


* 


156 vanfobs SYSTEMS 


paſs on to purging, the next remedy in 
practice. To effect this, violent cathartics 
muſt not be had recourſe to, ſuch as many 
formerly uſed, becauſe their ſtimulus, at- 
tending the firſt operation, may be hurtful; 
but gentle purging, ſuch as by neutrals, 
and particularly real Glauber's ſalts, which 
are great debilitants, and draw off a great 
quantity of fluids from the veſſels : As in 
the laſt century a very prudent man pre- 
ſcribed theſe, along with veneſection, every 
other day; ſo, if per- chance ſuch a diſeaſe 
ſhould attack us, there is nothing to hinder 
as from ufing them on the ſame day. 


Purging, after a ſmall veneſection, is 
more efficacious to remove the Phlogiſtic 
Diatheſis than any great letting. of blood 
whatſoever alone; becauſe, as we aid 
before, the power thus debilitating, which 
always debilitates more in the place where 
it is immediately applied, operates here in 
many places, not only in the greater ſan- 
guiferous veſſels, but in moſt of their 


terminations, and the excitability is more 
. 
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univerſally, conſequently more equally af- 
fected, and the excitement is more effica- 


ciouſly diminiſhed. 


Together with theſe remedies, we muſt 
refrain from all food, except vegetables, 
likewiſe from all liquors, except watery 
or thoſe mixed with acids. Which pre- 
cept does not ſeem ſo much neglected in 
words, as in reality and cuftom, becauſe, 


what was thought to be flight, tranſient. 


and of no conſequence, as it were, has 
been uſually given under this title of ad- 
miniſtration, in order that its efficacy 
might. not ſink deep in the mind. No 
| ſtimulus js more powerful or more noxi- 
ous than that cauſed by victuals, conſe- 
quently whafſoever blood is drawn, or if 
the ſerous fluid be detracted from the 
bowels unleſs food be avoided, all theſe 
may be uſed in vain. From this confi- 
deration, fluid matters notwithſtanding 
vegetable food, ſhould not on this ac- 
count be forbidden, becauſe the watery 


matter retained in the ſyſtem, but eaſily 
U 2 penetrating 
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penetrating the leaſt veſſels, flows through x 
the different extreme bounds, and ſup- 

ports the ſtrength and augments the 
utility of another remedy, which we 
ſhall juſt now mention. | 


Do not forget to haye in view along 
with the firſt letting of blood, - and firſt 
purge, as alſo abſtinence, with water for 
drink, the temperature, which muſt be 
particularly conſidered. For if cold al- 
- ways, and from its peculiar operation 
debilitates, if it ſeems otherwiſe to oper- 
ate, becauſe a ſucceeding or alternate heat 
changes its effect into a ſtimulant one, if 
it alone cures the ſmall pox, or prevents 
their violence, if it be the beſt remedy 
againſt a Catarrh, and whey heat 1s a- 
voided, is of great uſe in every ſthenic 
complaint, we cannot doubt, but this 
ſame cold is very advantageous in diſ- 
orders of a very violent ſthenic nature. 


Thence its operation is not different in 
the pox, and different in the other 
| ſthenic 


* 
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ſthenic diſeaſes, but intirely the ſame, 


Moreover as in all | diſorders of this 
ſpecies, cold alone is often ſufficient, ſo 
whenever the Diatheſis, as in thoſe diſ- 
orders we? are ſpeaking of rages ex- 
tremely, it demands immediate help, be- 
cauſe all delay brings on precipitate. dan- 
ger; becauſe the above mentioned reme- 
dies are ſuthcient to remove the diſorder, 
as we have found to be true by practice, 
and that cold, which would effect the 


ſame is neither at hand, or cannot be ad- 
miniſtered by every body; and its utility 


is too great to merit the credit of many, 


for theſe reaſons we muſt not deſiſt from 
the propoſed method of cure and conſult 
for the good of the perſon afflicted, by 
throwing off the blanket and the other 
cloaths, and chooſing for the moſt part 
in place of a bed or ſquab, a cool room, 
and thus the magnitude of a: ſhort duration 
compenſates for the long continuance of 
a leſs degree of the ſame power. 


Since | 
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Since ſuch is the operation of cold, 
page 131 &c. Vor. II. as to have the 
power of tranſmitting inwardly the erupti- 
on in the meaſles which is falſely at- 
tributed to it, as the cauſe is not to be a- 
ſcribed to cold alone, but to heat and 
other ſtimulants, thus exciting more, than 
if they never had ſucceeded it, as we have 
explained, Vol. I. page 67. And why 
not? If cold does not drive the eruption 
of the pox inwardly, but after enlarging 
the diameters of the perſpiratory veſſels, 
gives paſſage on the contrary to the mat- 
ter, Why in a ſimilar caſe ſhould its 
operation be thought different, nay even 
contrary ? Is that falſe notion now to be 
refuted, which ſuppoſes that the ſame 
cauſe produces different effects? We 
allow cold leſſens the eruption in the 
fmall pox. The ſame cauſes it to diſ- 
appear in the meaſles. What then? ex- 
amine the truth more narrowly. Are 
we to think that its effect is the ſame, or 
different in both caſes? How comes it 


that from its diſappearing you are certain 
of 
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of its being driven inward? By what 
proofs will you ſupport it? Confeſs the 
truth. Acknowledge with fincerity that 
theſe errours are the other remnants of 
the Alexipharmic doctrine, which ſup- 
poſes that heat and other ſtimulants aſſiſt- 
ed and cold obſtructed perſpiration. The 
errour of which doctrine both in the pox 
and other caſes, has been proved by an 
illuſtrious man“; becauſe it did not ad- 
mit of the ſame method of cure for the 
meaſles, and for that reaſon you do not ad- 
mit of it, Who does not depart from, nay 
but adheres ſtrictly to the ſaid errour. But 
you can ſee, when the proper method of 
cure is applied, that the meaſles as well as 
the pox are Phlogiſtic. Are not all debili- 
tants or antiphlogi/tics very ſucceſsful in 
both caſes? And as it is manifeſt that 
cold in the pox 1s a debilitant, or as you 
call it a ſedative. Have we not reafon to 
ſuſpect that it is not a ſtimulant or an 
- aſtringent in the meaſles, and that thus it 
repels the eruption, but that its operation 
is the ſame as in the pox. In this caſe 
7 you'll 
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you'll contend the peculiar operation of 
cold, becauſe after the eruption hath 
difappeared, all the ſymptoms become 
more violent. Yet conſider whether this 
will do any thing for you, whether any 
thing at all, or not quite the contrary. Is 
a ſtimulant or debilitant effect the con- 
ſequence of the operation ↄf cold? one 
of which you ſeem to think. If the 
former, the cauſe of the diſorder is to be 
imputed to it; which, as will be hereafter 
proved, creates a too great excitement, 
after cold and more even than if it had 
not been applied, if the latter people will 
ſuſpect that cold is a part of the cauſe. 
But it is not ſo. And whenever an in- 
creaſed Diatheſis is the reſult of the ope- 
ration of cold, the reaſon is, becauſe the 
ſtimulus of heat and other exciting powers 
wak not ſufficiently guarded againſt, 
Which-ig clear from the application of 
heat ordered in ſtead of being prohibited 
in your method of cure. And no wonder 
why. For if the cauſe of a catarrh has fo 
much deceived phyſicians, the Catarrhal 

ſymptoms 
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ſymptoms of the meaſles have neceſſarily 
deceived us as is proved in the hiſtory of 
Catarrh and ſimple Synocha. And if the 
errours of a rejected doctrine are retained 
in one caſe why not in others 7 


. 4 C 
* 4 4. 9 * 


The RENEWING of the CURE. 


FTER the application'of the reme- 
dies mentioned in page 158 and 
164 Vor. II if the ſymptoms return, the 
ſame method of cure muſt be re-entered 
on, veneſection muſt be conjoined, purging 
rehewed, and the body muſt continually 
be kept cool, and reduced through low 
diet, and all thoſe things are to be 
purſued until the multitude of ſymptoms 
be abated, and Heatly at n en 
| reſtored. c e 


* 


Whence, if ihe: Diathehs. ſhall ſeem 


almoſt already reduced, if the affection of 
Vol. II. X the 
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the head or lungs, or of any other inward 
part, is already removed, and yet we 
ate affraid of the diſorder returning, 
ecourſe in this caſe muſt be had to 
lenient debilitants; veneſection and purg- 
ing are to be preferred to ſweating, which 
the ſyſtem will bear better than the 
ſtimulus of heat, after the Diatheſis is 
abated or removed. Before we introduce 
this practice a few things muſt be pointed 
out concerning the quantity of blood 
to be drawn off. As in cach bleeding, 
ſo hkewiſe in the whole quantity of 
| blood. to be taken away, there muſt be a 
| middle degree to that which phyſicians 
2 commonly have followed, thinking that 
| ſometimes a very large quantity at one 
time, at another a very ſmall ſhould be 
taken; and the more ſo, becauſe amongſt 
the other remedies mentioned, the cure 
being more . protracted, thereis little need 
of much blood being taken at once. 
| Their age muſt he examined, as I ſaid 
| before in the commencement of the cure. 
| T he manner of living looked into, con- 
ſideration 
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ſideration muſt be taken of the quantity of 
the ſtimulus lately taken in, and the ſtate 
of the body muſt be compared with the 
magnitude of the ſymptoms, and the effect 
of the remedies. Hence judge of vene- 
ſection, &c. conſider what one remedy. 
ſeems to affect, and what another. In fine, 
you will ſee that there is leſs need of each 
ſtimulus, the more largely the others are 
applied, and you will perceive that the 
danger of too great veneſection is to be 
avoided, and the. diſorder to be treated 
more cautiouſly, 


As to what concerns the method of 
veneſection, it muſt be made at the largeſt 
vein ; becauſe when a ſmall one is opened it 
is not equal to. caſe the veſſels and ſome 
diſadvantage may attend the cutting of an 
artery, How to conſtitute any more 
certain rule is difficult, it will be for the 
moſt part ſufficient to know that within 
three or four days about two pounds of 
blood being taken with the application of 


X 2 the 
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| the remedies, in a middle * perſon will 
ny ſuffice; 


Bleeding, as plank as any of the ſthenic 
Diatheſis remains, muſt be followed by 
purging, and the other propoſed methods 
of cure muſt not be neglected. But 
purging, which at any time brings on a 
fit of the gout diſſolves a Cynanche Ton- 
ſillaris and mild Eryſipelas, even attended 
with an affection of the head, is of mani- 
feſt detriment in proper Fevers, which 
for the moſt part is evidently noxious in 
the dy/pep/y, aſthenia, and all kinds of 
diſorders, conſiſting in either direct or in- 
direct debility, and it * a part of that 
_ pernicious method of eure, through the 
whole aſtbenic form of diſeaſes, which 
is commonly practiſed. The more it 
is to be avoided in theſe diſorders, the 
more it is to be uſed in the ſthenic 
ones, . nor is it to be omitted in any 
of the leſs violent fort, ſuch as thoſe 
are, in which veneſection is neceſſary, but 
it is to be uſed in the manner I men- 


tioned, 


* 
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tioned, and as T formerly diſcuſſed. The 
diffidence in this remedy when uſeful, and 
the confidence in it when noxious, was 
brought on by the ſpaſmodic doctrine, and 
is to be above all things avoided, as ad- 
mitted by a falſe and fooliſh principle. 


As nothing hitherto has been more 
common in aſthenic diſorders, nothing is 
attended with greater detriment and of- 
ten with immediate deſtruction; ſo, for 
the ſame reaſon nothing is more ſucceſsful 
in curing ſthenic diſorders, 2200 

| 

It is ſcarce credible to tell what a mark 
the odium of the Alexipharmic method of 
cure has branded the beſt remedies with, 
on account of their bad application and 
of their perverting the proper method of 
cure. Which method, not to mention 
other things above related; ſweating 
Which whenever the Diatheſis is moderate, 
or when it is not very great, or does not 
affect a vital part, i. e. in all the diſ- 
orders of this form, except thoſe that are 


violent 
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violent in their commencement; of which 
we are now treating, is of great ſervice, and 
very efficacious for health, yet has been 
intirely laid aſide as uſeleſs and noxious 
in the cure of all theſe except one, and 
particularly after the ſpaſmodic doctrine 
began to be admited, and gradually to 
prevail, 


But altho' except the rheumatiſm, which 
this method at leaſt by one medicine is 
allowed to remove; if it from 2 more 
free or more ſparing uſe moſt certainly 
either relives or intirely removes even the 
Cynanche Tonſillaris, the Eryſipelas itſelf, 
and the ſymple ſynocha; if this be known 
even to the common people or to well 
informed phyſicians; what reaſon can you 
bring? What certain and experienced 
event can you advance? What eloquence 
are you endowed with, that you think 
that you can purſuade every body that the 
fame, after a moſt vehement Diatheſis 
much diminiſhed by other remedies, and 
| already 


4 
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already . to a very ſmall one, to 
which this is ſuitable, is not to be applied, 


You object that heat, which attends 
the firſt operation of ſweat, may be 
noxious; for you dare not ſay that it is 
certainly ſo becauſe you never tried the 
experiment. Tho' this may be granted 
in a Diatheſis which threatens indirect 
debility. page 197. Vor. I. &c. and page 
9. Vor. II. &c. Vet we will not allow that 
in a moderate one, whether from the be- 
ginning or ſo cauſed by other powers, and 
conſequently after the method of cure 
was expounded, that heat will not be com- 
penſated by a great profuſion of fluid 
from the whole ſurface of the body, and 
that after this part of the veſſels is relieved 
from a heavy ſtimulus, the diminiſhed | 
excitement will be more equal throughout 
the whole veſſels and all the genius 
nervoſum. If the great number of veſſels 
tending towards the inteſtines, towards 
the ſtomach, when emulged ſo powerfully 
diminiſh the Phlogiſtic Diatheſis. (as 
mentiqned in page 167, Vol. Il.) How 
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comes it that in the perſpiratory veſſels a 


ſimilar, evacuation is not proper? To 
which reaſoning if the circumſtances juſt 


| mentioned, be conjoined what have you 


to ſay at laſt againſt the uſe of ſweating, 
when heat not greater than neceſlary, at- 
tending its operation can no longer be 
noxious but may be very uſcſul ? Object 
your certainties, your reaſonings.. Turn 
yourſelf into all ſhapes poſſible, you can 
never find any ſolid objection againſt this 
remedy. But whence all this? Will there 
never be an end of thus flying from one 
extreme to another ? Will there be 'no 
medium found to the Alexipharmic cure, 
but what is alſo bad or even worſe ? If 
phyſicians during a raging peripneumony, 
are not affraid to preſcribe ſweating by the 
moſt ſumulant medicines, will your 


method of cure not admit of its applicati- 


on, and that by the moſt mild ones? 


If Sydenham; in curing ſthenic diſorders, 


prohibited heat, becauſe it certainly in- 
creaſed the excitement, is a moderate 
and ſalutary degree of it to be avoid- 
80 ed 
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ed &c. page 43, Vol. II. If you are 
ignorant that more things, more powerful- 
Iy diminiſh the excitement” than one only. 
Suppoſing we pardon you in this; muſt we 
alſo pardon you, becauſe like an Empiric, 
you do not ſee that ſome things are uſeful. 
and others the reverſe, for which not wit, 
becauſe we would not require it of you, 
but only common ſenſe is requiſite? If 
& without any predeceſſors to think and 
invent ſomething would be too much and 
not to be expected from you, muſt not we 


1 382 


think out of a thouſand that treat on all the * 
parts of medicine, and ſome in one opini- 1 
on right, or wrong in another, and ſome . 1 | 
of another opinion, that you have faid | 1 
nothing but continually kept in the paths i 1 
of one man, that you, I ſay, are not of 
worthy of admiration, 1 
We mult not therefore in this part of 1 
the intention of cure, after the above- 4 
mentioned adminiſtration promote ſweat- i 
ing; even tho' ſomething ſhould ſeem 44 
Vol. II. * wanting 1 


a r 
— p ur "bw 


s # . 
0 — 225 —— 9 
2s * 
4 . - 
Serre — + 


£ 
4 
* 
7 
ö 
E 
2 
1 
4 
. 
i 
by * 
4 4 2 
-x 
\ 
. 
ff 


172 VARIOUS SYSTEMS 


1 to perfect health, by a little 
of the ſthenic Diatheſis remaining, or if 


ſweating comes on ſpontaneouſly. 


When the ſymptoms of ſuch ſweating 
are perceived, nothing elſe is requiſite, 
except to apply woollen to the body, to 
give warm drink, to avoid cool air, to 


ſweat a ſufficient length of time X. 


hours at leaſt, or even XII. If by this 
means it flows in a plentiful manner 
from all parts of the body all medicine will 
be uſeleſs. Which ſweating, after it has 
ſubſided in part, yet ſhould it not have 
anſwered the ends expected, Dover's 
powder muſt be adminiſtered until the 


intention of ſuch is fully obtained. 


Along with which adminiſtration, cold 
water is ſometimes added, and the body 


kept well covered, but the uſe of warm 
drink is often found more uſeful. And 


as in diſeaſes of this ſort, to which this 


method of cure is applicable, fo. it 


ſhould be uſed in others, when the me- 


diocrity of the Diatheſis obtained by the 


other 
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other remedies will admit of it. Thus 
in the meaſles, it is often found uſeful, 
but it muſt never be immaturely uſed. 
Should heat be found hurtful it muſt be 
laid afide. For we do not preſcribe many 
things in our method of cure, at the ſame 
time, and nothing but in order that the 
excitement may be more equally ſupported 
throughout the whole ſyſtem. 


In all the cafes of a vehement Diatheſis 
whatever has been mentioned, are to be 
put in practice more or leſs, and ſome in 
a different degree, according as the re- 
maining force of tlie Diathefis requires an 
increaſe or a weaker application, and the 
whole courſe of the method of cure is to 
be enlarged according to circumſtances. 


Beſides theſe things there are ſome 1 

remedies of leſs conſequence, as acids and ö ö | 

nitre, ſome of an uncertain kind, ſuch as 3 
bleeding by leeches, by cupping, and draw- 
ing of other fluids, yet they are mentioned, 
as of moment, particularly the acids, in- 
| EY aſmuch 
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aſmuch as they render drink agreeable, 
and though the lungs are affected, yet 
they excite not a cough, and as they are 
cooling, the more they are deſired, the 
more they are to be admitted of. Re- 
member that nitre poſſeſſes a leſs cooling 
force than what has been thought, 


Let us paſs on to the other part of the 
intention of cure, where the Diatheſis is 
more mild, as in the other Phlegmaſiæ, 
and ſuch ſthenic affections, and the mild 
pox and meaſles, as alſo the Scarlatina, in 
which a leſs force of a debilitating power 
is required, conſequently proper practice 
requires neither all the abovementioned 
remedies, nor as much of each of them, 
as in the cure of the more violent ſthenic 


diſeaſes. 


In all theſe caſes, the rheumatiſm not 
excepted, which ariſes from a very great 
Diatheſis, veneſection is not at all neceſſa- 


ry, and if we expect it, a more free uſe of 
5 8 it 


* 
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it would be ſtill more noxious in thoſe of 
a leſs Diatheſis. For where the excitement 
is not very great, on the contrary mo- 
derate, and ſcarce exceeds that degree 
which creates a prediſpoſition to the 
more vehement diſorders, there under the 
name of a medicine to uſe a very debilitat- 
ing power, againſt a leſs violent diſorder, 
as it were, would be very wrong; and as 
veneſection, is chiefly uſed in order to 
prevent a too gredt excitement paſſing, on 
to indirect debility, or death. There is 
no neceſſity for it here but the reverſe. 


The lance is not to be uſed, not only 
in diſeaſes of debility, which are of ano- 
ther form, in moſt of which it has been, 
and is the cuſtom, to draw off more or 
leſs of the vital fluid, but even in diſ- 


orders of this form? except the more 
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In the rheumatiſm, although the Dia- 


theſis be often great, yet the uſual quantity 
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of blood is not for this reaſon to be taken. 
For as every Diatheſis is always found 


greater, in ſome one part than in another 
equal one, ſo the ſame is to be ſaid of © 
the ſthenic Diatheſis, in this diſorder, 
which is greater on the ſurface than on 
any other part, 'The reaſon is, becauſe 
heat, the moſt active noxious power, 
ſucceeding cold, or ſq alternating with it, 
that the ſtimulus might be increaſed by 
its effect, directs all its peculiar force to 
the ſurface of the body. Hence after 
much bleeding, the diforder often returns 
more obſtinate. The reafon of this is very 
plain, after underſtanding the principles 
of this doctrine. Veneſection leſſens the 
ſthenic Diatheſis chicfly in the capillary 
and perſpiratory veſſels diſpoſed in the 


tract of the muſcles, the conſequences of 


which are evident# This explication is 
confirmed by the certain teſtimony of 


Phyſicians often domplaining that their 


delightful remedy is vain, viz. veneſec- 
tion, 


For 
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For which reaſon ſweating, which we 


ſpoke of, particularly belongs to the cure 
of this diforder. To which immediate 
recourſe muſt be had, the Diatheſis be- 
coming vehement, characterized by heat, 
pains particularly in the night time, and 


a hard and ſtrong pulſe ; firſt taking XII. 


ounces of blood away, and obſerving the 


ſame plan, I propoſed, in point of tem- 


perature and victuals. Which ſweating, 
that it may the more freely flow from the 
body, and continue the longer, is to be 
excited by Dover's powder, and to be kept 
up for about twelve hours, then abated 
by degrees till the abating of the ſymp- 


toms, and if the return of theſe is found, 


it 1s again to be excited-in proportion to 


the ſame. The remainder of the cure is 
to be committed to other remedies and 


particularly to an exact temperature and 


low diet. F 


In the ſimple Synocha, Scarlatina, Cyn- 


anche Tonſillaris, Catarrh, Eryſipelas 
and alſo in the mild pox and meaſles, 
Sweating, blooding and purging, are to be 


uſed, 
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uſed, only in proportion to the violence of 
the Diatheſis; (ſee page 93, &c. Vol. II.) 
the patient ſame time uſing only a ſpare 
diet with diluted drinks and keeping up 
tranquillity of mind as much as poſſible. 
The Diatheſis is often ſo mild that the 
uſe of one or other of the remedies will 
be found ſufficient. That is very moderate 
where the horrout, languor and heat, are 
but trifling, particularly in the beginning. 
The diſeaſe may alſo be judged of from 
the ſtate of the organs whether voluntary 
or involuntary. Where the force of the 
ſtomach remains ſound, it is a proof 
of moderate excitement throughout the 
ſyſtem. In a mild diſeaſe often a purge of 
Glauber's ſalt will be found to remove it, 
and without this, cold, reſt, and abſti- 
nence have often brought back the morbid 
excitement to a ſalutary one, or often 
without ſuch cold abſtinence and reft 
will reduce ſuch a Diatheſis. A thouſand 
times have the Cynanche Tonſillaris the 
Catarch, and the ſimple Synocha, nay 
even the Eryſipelas itſelf attended with an 
| inflam- 
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inflammation of the face, been thus remov- 
ed. Nor does the Scar lat ina, tho even ſo 
violent prove too powerful for this ſame 
adminiſtration. 


During the cure, the proportion be- 
tween the magnitude of the excitement 
and of the Diatheſis is to be particularly 
attended to, and all other diſtinction to 


be laid aſide. For as under this ſenſe the 


ſimple Synocha has been above diſ- 


tinguiſhed from the phrenetica, the mild 


Eryſipelas from the ſevere. So it often 
happens that the Catarrh ariſes to that 


height, as to threaten us with, or actually 


bring on a Perpneumony, and that the lat- 
ter is much more lenient than uſual, In 


which caſes no reſpe&t muſt be had to 


other diſtinctions, but the magnitude of 
the excitement alone ſhould be the rule 
of the Phyſician. 


Another very uſeful admonitioa is af- 


ter having diligently confidered the prin- 


ciples, to judge prudently of the ſtate of 
the pulſe and of the temperature, The 
VL. I. 2 pulſes 
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pulſes in all ſthenic diſorders are. mo- 
derately quick; to this is joined hardneſs 
and a certain fulneſs. Whenever there-. 
fore they are very quick, we may ſuſpect 
that the ſthenic Diatheſis is paſſed over 
to the aſthenic one, and the too great 
exeitement into, a contrary ſtate, or that 
the diſorder was aſthenic from the be- 
ginning. In order to take away this 
doubt, and aſcertain the truth, the nox- 
ious exciting powers, the habit of the 
body, and the age muſt be conſidered, or 
whether any contagious matter, was the 


forerunner or not. Heat of the ſkin is 


common and uncertain to theſe diſorders, 
and Fevers of a quite contrary mark; which 
heat, as it depends on the perſpiration be- 
ing obſtructed, both to the ſthenic and aſ—- 
thenic diſeaſes, it muſt be remembered 
that in the one it depends on debility, and 
in the other on vigour, in order to aſcer- 
tain with more certainty which of theſe 
it ariſes from; the other ſymptoms, and 
the noxious exciting powers, are to be 
attended to. In order to know with more 

| certainty, 
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certainty, what this ſymptom ariſes from, 
the other ſymptoms, and the noxious ex- 
citing powers, are to be inſpected. In fine, 
the only way to know whether the excite 
ment be redundant or deficient (ſee page 
12 and 20 Vol. II) is to be aſcertained 
from the common ſymptoms; and we 
muſt not judge raſhly from any peculiar 
form. | 


Having compared the above mentioned 


marks with all the others, and with the 


Diatheſis, prepare for the antiſthenic or 
ſtimulant method of cure. The more 
violent ſthenic diforders, ſuch as I men- 
tioned firſt can ſcarce be miſtaken, 
Which as they are eaſily dizerned from 
their almoſt fimilar, viz. the aſthenic, 
ſo, if this diſtinction ſhould ſeem to any 
one doubtful let him obſerve that veneſecti- 
on is to be uſed not even in ſthenic com- 
plaints of a mild nature (ſee page 175 &c, 
Vor. II.) much leſs in the aſthenic ones, 
to which a debilitating power is fo hurt- 
ful, and thus from being warned, let him 


underſtand that a method reverſe to the 
Z 2 noxious 


* 
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noxious powers will be thus free from 
errour and miſtake. For if there be a. 
Diatheſis, tho' ſthenic, yet of a mild 
nature; an inconſiderate veneſection will 
often throw it into a oppoſite diſeaſe and 
will always be uſeleſs. If on the other 
hand, a diſeaſe ſhould deceive us from a 
ſthenic appearance, and yet during its 
courſe ſhould ſhew i ſelf tq be an aſthenic 
one; in this caſe whatever blood has been 


taken, will ſerve only to increaſe the diſ- 


order. Yet this pernicious method of 
cure is daily practiſed. Which ſends fo 
many to the grave, and is an eternal 
plague to mankind. 

"As hunger, cold and purging are ſuffi- 
cient to check the violent Phlogiſtic ſtate 


of the ſmall pox, fo whenever this method 


is neglected, and the eruption confined, 
there this ſtate takes place, and a trial muſt 
be made of as many of the remedies men- 


tioned as are neceſſary. Sweating is but 
for this reaſon to be avoided ; becauſe the 


ſtimulus attending it, by increaſing the 
ſthenic Diatheſis in the ſkin, contributes 
to 
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to obſtruct the perſpirable fluid, to detain 


the contagious matter under the cuticle, 


and to inereaſe the pyrexy, hence the ſymp- 


tomatic inflammation commonly called the 
{:zcondary Fever. This intention of cure 
is taken from the above mentioned ſymp- 
tom, and does not at all contradict the 
precepts here delivered, (ſee page 158 to 
103, Vor. II.) although ſure practice has 
proved that the above mentioned remedies 
are ſufficient for removing ſuch diſeaſes, 
yet before the eruption, nothing militates 
with the practice of veneſection, and 
ſweating, which are proper in this, as 
well as the other ſthenic complaints. In 
fine, as low diet, cold and purging. fo 
ſucely correſpond, ſo the other reme- 
dies that deſtroy the ſthenic Diathefis, are 
proved to have the ſame effect in this caſe 
alſo. Which we muſt ſay is a proof of 
the conſiſtency of theſe principles; nor 


are we to think the ſmall pox different in 


nature from the other ſthenic diſorders at- 


tended with pyrexy, except in the eruption 


&c. requiring a determined time to run its 
courſe 
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courſe together with the cure. (ſee the 
hiſtory of the ſmall pox) 


Whenever, as in the gaſtritis, enteritis, 
nephritis, cyſtitis, hyſteritis, hepatitis, 
(Vor. II. page 123) the ſthenic Dia- 
theſis is accidentally conjoined with a 
pyrexy, which has been excited by the 
operation of ſtimulants, of acrids, of 
compreſſion, &c. or by any of the before 
mentioned noxious powers, operating on 
any ſenſible part only. I fay, this Dia- 
thefis, becanſe it exaſperates the pyrexy, 
is to be cured by proper remedies, viz. 
debilitants which we have lately pointed 
out. 


"Together with theſe remedies now men- 
tioned, peace, and tranquillity of mind 
muſt be obſerved during every part of the 
Diatheſis as much as poſſible and that in 
proportion to the magnitude of the Dia- 
theſis, and the more fo, if the ſtimulus of 
thought and of the affections of a more 
violent nature, be principal agents in 
keeping up the diſorder. 1 

In 


/ 
Or MEDICINE 1385 


In the mania therefore and pervigilium 
particular attention muſt be had to this 
precept. In the latter intenſe ſtudy, and 
commotion of mind, eſpecially at late 
hours, muſt be avoided ; dull books are 
to be read when alone, paſſion, revenge, 
remembrance of beloved objects, or former 
cimes (page 140 Vor. II.) muſt be a- 
voided ; and various ſtimuli, which by 
their extreme operation, waſte the exc:tabis 
lity and induce fleep, ſuch as exerciſe, 
ſtrong drink often taken, but in ſmall 
quantity, moderate ſupper and laſtly heat 
are to be uſed, which bring on indirect 
debility. 

This point of ſo much moment to the 
confirming this doctrine, is evident from 
the ſame remedies being ſalutary in mania 
which are ſo in pervigilium, but in an 
increaſed magnitude. Thus it is not 
peace and tranquillity of mind, both 
which are here deſtroyed, but a ſtate con- 
trary to theſe is induced; Hence the diſ- 
turbance of mind, and the enormous 
vigour of thought are to be combated, 

and 
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and as a too great force of the mind is a 
very unhappy ſtate, ſo fear and terrour 
muſt be uſed ; the iniane are to be oper- 

ated on to deſpair. 


In Obeſity avoid animal food and vſe 
proper exerciſe, keeping up a due. degree 
of perſpiration, but not ſo much as to 
_ induce indirect debilily &c: In fact the 
common method of cure muſt be put in | 
practice that the too great excitement may 
be reduced to a ſalutary ſtate. 


_ Conſequently leſs food, which in this 

is peculiarly noxious muſt be given, and 
more exerciſe undergone. Theſe are ge- 
nerally ſufficient for the cure. 


The beſt method of diminiſhing food | 
is to join vegetable matter to the animal 
fort. The next is to abſtain from the 
latter and eat more plentifully of the for- 
mer. The firſt of theſe is more proper 
for thoſe who are prediſpoſed to diſorders 
of debility ſuch as the gout, dyſpepſy 

| from 
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from a long habit of luxury, aſthma, e- 
pilepſy, and other diſeaſes of the ſame ſort. 
The latter anſwers only for thoſe, who 
are prediſpoſed to ſthenic pyrexies, being 
alſo vigorous, and in the bloom of life. 
Yet, this is not to be followed in this 
condition of the ſyſtem unleſs for a time, 
| becauſe ſo great is the force of this power 
in debilitating, that while it is ſufficient 
and even more than equal to the cure of 
| Obeſity, eſpecially when accompanied with 
exerciſe, yet it is ſo peculiarly fitted for 
caufing the aſthenic Diatheſis, and all diſ- 
orders depending thereon, that too long 
and liberal a uſe of it might be dangerous. 


Vor: II. 
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The ASTHENIC DIATHESIS. 


Brok the perturbation of the 


D functions, which only comes on at 


the very commencement of a violent diſ- 
eaſe, all the ſenſes are more dull than 


uſual, the voluntary and involuntary 
motions are performed with more diffi- 


culty or are more hardy, the acuteneſs of 
the mind is leſs and the ſenſibility and 


affections become more languid. That 
the heart and arteries languiſh, is evident 
by the pulſe; the extreme veſſels on the 
furface of the body, are alſo in a ſtate of 
weakneſs, as is manifeſt from paleneſs and 
dryneſs of the ſkin, and from the dimi- 


nution of humours and drying up of 


ulcers, and from the perfect abſence of 
the Phlogiſtic Diatheſis, which may pro- 
duce ſymptoms very ſimilar to thoſe of 
ſuch a Diatheſis; imbecillity clearly 


- evinces horrour of the muſcles, and the 


want of ſemen or milk, the defe of in- 
ternal ſecretions. The impotence of the 
digeſtive 
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digeſtive organs, is manifeſt from the 


want or- deſire for food, from loathing of 
the ſame, and from ſometimes being 
thirſty, troubled with ſickneſs, vomiting, 
weakneſs of body, and evident want of 
blood, In this Diatheſis, whether as yet 
conſiſting in prediſpoſition only, and, 
not yet arrived at that height which con- 
ſtitutes a diſeaſe, the faculties of the mind 
are alſo clearly diminiſhed, Thus both 
our corporeal and mental powers are di- 
miniſned. 


The AS THENIC DIATHESIS. 
Lluſtrated from the explication of the 
SYMPTOMS. 


HCA is no contrary ſymptom, 


of the more greivous aſthenic diſ- 


eaſes, whenever deficient perſpiration, its 
cauſe, takes place. The cauſe of this 
defect here is, from the weakneſs of the 

„ whole 
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whole ſyſtem, that imbecillity of the heart 
and arteries, by which they with diffi- 
culty propel their fluids to any part, and 


with more difficulty till, or ſcarce at all 
to the extreme veſſels. Hence perſpirati- 
on is ſuppreſſed. The ſame explication 
may be given of cold, when it is attended 


with horrour, 


In aſthenic affections the pulſes are 
weak, ſoft, ſmall, and very quick. This 


ſoftneſs, whenever it is perceptible 


through its ſmallneſs, as likewiſe this 


mallneſs ariſes through want of blood, 


and this alſo ſprings from the deficiency 


of animal food and too great uſe of ve- 


getables, or victuals, detective in quantity, 
whether of one or the other ſort during 
the time of the prediſpoſition, 


I fay, the cauſe of the debility and great 
quickneſs of the pulſe is the defect of 
food and all the other ſtimuli, as ſtrong 


drink, exerciſe of body and mind, and 


ſcarcity of blood, 


Stnce 
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'Since by degrees the redundant excita- 
_ #4lity can only be worn out, and ſtrength 
repaired ; therefore if at any time the 
pulſes grow*fuller and harder ſooner than 
what is natural ; and eaſe is not got in 
proportion, that is a bad ſign; and ariſes 
from a too ſtimulant method of cure 
being attempted through too violent ex- 
erciſes of body or mind, or too great a 
uſe of ſtimulants, particularly of thoſe 
that are highly diffuſible which will bring 
on indirect debility or an aſthenic Dia- 
theſis, whether uſed by people labouring 
already under direct debility, or, otherwiſe, 
that is, whether in ſound healtb, in a ſtate 
of propenſity to diſeaſe, or in difeaſe ite 


ſelf, 


The ſame defect that induces a paleneſs 
of the ſkin, prevents alſo perſpiration, viz, 
the debiliiy of the heart and arteries. 
Hence a ſufficient quantity of blood is not 
driven to the ſurface of the body. 


The headach, which is a very frequent 
ſymptom of aſthenic affections, as alſo 
N pain 
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pain in the joints, which is leſs frequent, 
ariſes from want of blood ; for this is the 
effect of it not diſtending the veſſels ; 
and as a moderate diſtention, ſuch as 
is uſual in ſound health, creates an 
agreeable one, and whatever is above 
or below this, produces a diſagreeable 
ſenſation, therefore pain takes place here. 
But much leſs is inflammation to be 
ſuſpected here to be the cauſe of the pain, 
than in a Phlogiſtic diſorder ; becauſe not 
only pain, but even delirium itſelf, fo 
eaſily yields to ſtimulant remedies ; which 
would not be eaſily done, if ſo tender and 
ſenſible an organ, and ſo neceſſary for life, 
ſhould labour under a grievance ſo power- 
| ful to deſtroy the texture of the part 
affected. 


Nor can begun delirium be well im- 
puted to inflammation, for the ſame 
reaſon, which on the contrary is to be 
attributed to a ſcarcity of blood, and to 
the defect of other ſtimuli; nor is this to 
be doubted for all ſtimulant remedies, 

which 
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which are of little uſe towards filling 
the veſſels, ſo happily and ſo ſoon deſtroy 
all aſthenic delirium ; and when after the 
violence of the diſeaſe is overcome health 
is brought back and eſtabliſhed, by ſuffi- 
cient nouriſhment and the operations of 
the mind reſtored to a ſound ſtate. I ſay, 


the effect of thoſe remedies in this caſe. 


prove the truth of our aſſertions. 


Thick and heat; which Cha 


aſthenic no leſs than Phlogiſtic - diſeaſes, 


nor are they leſs frequent ſigns of them, 
ariſe from the aſthenic Diatheſis, operat- 
ing in the fauces and the whole ſyſtem ; 
here obſtructing perſpiration, there the ex- 
cretions of ſaliva, exhalable fluids, and 
mucous matter, on account of the debr/i- 
ty and relaxation of the extreme veſſels. 


From thence the jaws lubricated with 


undue humours, burn with thirſt. Hence 


when the perſpirable fluid is retained under 
the ſkin, heat is accumulated along with it, 


which is uſually, in free perſpiration diſſi- 
. pated in the air, in conſequence of which 
| the 
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the ſyſtem remains almoſt in the ſame 
degree of temperature always. But heat 
receives little increafe from excitement, 
or, as is uſually termed, from the princi- 
ple of life, ſince it happens both in 
Phlogiſtic Diatheſis and in indirect as well 
as direct debility. But the debility of the 


veſſels in the ſurface of the body, under 


which the covering of the faucès and that 
part appropriated for the paſſage of air, are 
comprehended, is a part of the conſe- 
quences of that of the heart and arteries, 


and this latter alſo of the whole ſyſtem. 


Thirſt is much more frequent and trou- 
bleſome in aſthenic, than in ſthenic diſ- 
eaſes, and is a more intolerable affection. 


A loathing of food or want of appetite, 
are the forerunners of this ſtate and its ſuc- 


ceſſors are ſickneſs, vomiting, often acu te 
pain of the ſtomach, and other various 
complaints. The explication of which 
ſhall be our next buſineſs. Want of appetite 
and loathing of food, depend on the deb;- 
lity of the whole ſyſtem ; as all the anti- 
cedant 
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cedent notious powers which cauſe that 
affection, by their debilitating power teſti- 
fy; as alſo by this, that the - remedies 
which act by ſtimulating and ſtrengthen- 
ing, check the violence of theſe affections, 
as well as cure them. The cauſe of a 
good appetite is the ſtrong and found 
contraction of the fibres of the ſame, by 
which digeſtion is kept up, as alſo the 
action of ſome fluid, ſuch as the gaſtric 
juice, or faliva, for the effect of which 
a confiderable degree. of vigour is ne- 1 
ceſlary in the ſtomach. But in caſe of i 
debility, none of theſe things can take 1 
place; the fibres are not ſtrongly contract- it 
ed, the veſſels do not pour out their ex- 
treme fluids, received victuals into the 
» ſtomach are not digeſted, when they 
are expelled by the ſtomach, but moſt 
part of them remains unchanged. Hence 
food is not defired, nay, in a violent diſ- 
order, it is even rejected. 
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Thus has thirſt been explained, and 
thus muſt ſickneſs, which, depending on 
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the ſame cauſe, as a higher affeion, be 
accounted for. For where the powers 


are vigonrous, there is a moſt agreeable - 


and pleaſant ſenſation, as well over the 
whole ſyſtem, as about the ſtomach, and 
the parts bordering upon it, but quite the 
reverſe, in thoſe afthenic affeQions. | 


As for vomiting, it is more intolerable 
than all theſe grievances put together. 
For ſuch is the debility and laxity of the 
fibres, in this caſe, ſuch the collection of 
dirty crudities, together with the corrupt- 
ed air, in ſuch a ſtate attending the diſten- 
tion of the ſtomach, that the oppreſſed fibres 


are unable to perform their uſual motion, 


commonly called the Periſtaltic. And as 
this motion, whether in good or bad health 
is directed by a ſtimulus to a contrary part; 
when the ſtimulus is from the mouth, it 
is driven downwards, when from the 
ſtomach upwards; fo filthineſs and air 
being evolved, of which we ſpoke o- 
perates as a local ſtimulus, and the moti- 
ons it excited, tend upwards, which in- 
verted motion can never be agreeable, as 
Ho being 
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being contrary to nature; hence ſickneſs 
before” vomiting. This motion. always 
continues violent for a little time, becauſe 
the local ſtimulus excites the muſcular 
ibces into violent and enormous motions ; 
hence riſes yorniting, and other aſthenic 
2y MPtoms, 

Spaſm, 1s the cauſe of the pain in the 
ſtomach, in the inteſtines or any where 
elſe, whether inwardly or externally in an 
aſthenic Diatheſis, which is the reſult 
of the fibres in the organs of involuntary 
motion being relaxed and deſtitute of 
tone, through the gdebility common to 
the whole ſyſtem, along with the diſtend- 
ing matter. The offending matter in the 
ſtomach, hard feces in the inteſtines, or 


extricated air in both; is the fordes, 


whoſe effect in diſtention does not fo 
much depend on itſelf, as on the laxity 
of the fibres, which it diſtends. For the 
diſtending force that oppteſſes ſuch fibres, 
is reliſted and its diſtention oppoſed by 
powerful ones and thoſe that contain 


real vigour, But when they are relaxed, 
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of which fort we are here ſpeak ing, 


the mote they are acted on, the more 
they give way, until after having loſt the 
power of alternate contraction and relaxa- 
tion they remain immoveably contracted. 


Which in the former ſtate is a conſequence 


of that property of the muſcular fibres with 
which they contract when under ſuch cir- 


cumſtances, not like common elaſtic mat- 


ter after the extending cauſe is removed, 
but even if ſuch ſhould continue. During 


this operation, this air cauſing the ſenſible 
fibres to undergo a certain, degree of vio- 


lence, hence pain. A proof that more is to 
be attributed to the laxity of the fibres 
than to the diſtending matter in this ope- 
ration, 1s the variation of the tone and 


denſity by ſtimulants, for they correſpoad 


with the greateſt exactneſs one to another, 
as depending on the ſame cauſe. Whence 
it comes that contracting themſelves in a 
found ſtate; and powerfully acting againſt 
one another, when the. periſtaltic motion 
is reſtored, they expel the matter that ſtill 
remains, and which continues to diſtend, 


they 
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they expel * I fay, by the anus, with- 
out any other afir{tance, as has been lately 
found out. 


Thus wine, ſpices, volatile alkali, and 
the preparations of opium, have the 
power of increaſing the expulſion of 
ſuch like matters, without either yomits 
or clyſters, in a very ſhort time. | 


Pain, which affects ſo often the exterior 
parts of the body in aſthenic complaints, 
depends alſo on /paſm, yet not conjoined 
with diſtenſive matter. In other cafes a 
power, not material, makes exertions, 
viz. a certain attempt of the will to move 
the member affected. By tnis, as well as 
in the other caſe, that is, that of the 
periſtaltic motion, which is an involuntary 
one, beyond doubt, by diſtention Din is 
excited, and often with very great pain. 
Whence, as the effect is the ſame, viz. 
ſpaſm it 18 to be attributed to debility, and 
to be removed ,by the. reſtoration of 
vigour; the cauſe therefore muſt neceſ- 


ſarily be the ſame, and muſt alſo be plac- 


ed 
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ed to the ſame account viz. to debility with 
an effect entirely depending on diſtention, 
and having an equal force with it. Thus 
from known effects we may often ſafely 
aſcend to unknown ones. Pain, of 
which we are ſpeak ing here, regards the 
ſpaſins of the muſcles. But there is ano- 
ther pain leſs local, more diffuſed, and 
equally troubleſome which is not cauſed 
by ſpaſm, but by another local ſtimulus, 
equally ariſing from deb:/ity, equally in- 

creaſing it, and attended with the other 
| ſigns of the ſame, and haſtening on death 
by further debilitating. This ariſes from 
a mere acid which ſumetimes domineers 
with great debility in the alimentary ca- 
nal, of this chiefly the cholera and all the 
affections of the prime, which are attend- 
ed by vomitings and looſenings, are proofs, 


This acid is not the ſourſe of the 
cauſe, but a ſymptom coming on when 
the diſeaſe is formed from its cauſe, debi- 
ly, and ariſing from thence, with 

the 
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the other ſymptoms become powerful 
is deſtroyed by the ſame remedies. 
This ſame, does not ceale to increaſe 
the debility, whether in the prime vie, 
or in the reſt of the ſyſtem, proceeding 
from the peculiar cauſe of the diſeaſe, and 
extending the force of the ſame to the 
whole ſyſtem, but chiefly in the part 
where it more immediately reſides. 


But although the produce of debility 
belongs to the ſame ſourſe as ſpaſm, 


there is no need of any method of 


cure either to change it or caſt it out 
except the common one. For as it 
begun, ſo it continues on to depend on 
the common cauſe, and whatever apper- 
tains to the cure of the reſt of the ſymp- 
toms, do the ſame with reſpe& to it. For 
which, as in the cure of pan, ſtimulants, 
not, vomits and clyſters, nor any other 
debilitants are requiſite. As in a convul- 
fave ſtate the acid above mentioned cauſes 
inward paio, in the organs of involuntary 


motion; ſo it produces outwardly or in 
thoſe 
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thoſe organs wheſe motions are voluntary, 
ſomething of the ſame nature. And as no 
matter there correſponds to the dif- 
tention, ſo none here correſponds to 
the pain. Moreover as each /pa/m of the 
muſcles repreſents the ſpaſmodic cauſe 
and particularly that in the Tetanus; fo 
each convultion repreſents the convulſive 
cauſe; and above all others the Epilepſy. 
In fine reaſon proves that the external 
and internal cauſe is the ſame, ſo the 
fame proves that from a known effect 
to an unknown cauſe the truth is often 


diſcovered, 

The ſimple courſe arifing from a very 
flight want of food cauſes this moſt 
grievous offection, viz pain, to return to 
the place we deviated from pain when 
ariſing from no defect at all, in point of 
victuals, &c. but from other ſourſes, 
cauſes often a ſpaimodic or convulſive 
pain. Firſt for the reaſons above menti- 
oned, food is not deſired if it tends to 


debilitate, and if i it be wanting food, I ſay, 
ſuch 
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ſuch as fleſh broths, for example, is held 
in contempt ; ſecondly, if likewiſe no ſti- 
mulants are applied, he becomes thirſty, 
and cold things the moſt debilitating of 
all are eagerly deſired to quench the thirſt, 
will be preferred and ſwallowed before all 
the delicacies befides. Which is ſuc- 
ceeded immediately by ſickneſs; and 
if not relieved by a diffuſible ſtimulus, 
ſuch as a glaſs of liquors, immediately 
proceeds to vomiting, and in which 
caſe if one glaſs is not ſufficient a ſecond 
and third muſt be given, &c. When 
the affection is a little more grievous, an 
acute pain ariſes in the ſtomach during 
vomiting, juſt as if a dagger was cutting 
it tranſverſely. And if the affection is 
{till more grievous, by the cauſe ſtill acting 
more. violently, he ſuffers all kinds of 
puniſhment, his headachs juſt if it was 
{truck with a hammer particularly in his 
head. As the diſeaſe which is not im- 
mediately communicated to the inteſtinal 
canal for the moſt part, for the ſtomach 
1s moſtly the feat at firſt, but during 
Vor. II. C the 
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the continuance of the diſorder often 


: ſtools are obtained, attended with great 


pain and twiſting of the guts, but 
oftener which is leſs to be wondered at 
a conſtipation of the bowels takes place, 
and the periſtaltic motion 1s inverted, 
in which caſe the patient experiences all 
kinds of puniſhment or diſtreſs, vomit- 
ing and belly-ach take place. Under the 
head of affections juſt mentioned are com- 


prehended the dyſpepſy, gout itſelf, diar- 


rhea, dyſentery, cholera, colic, the worms, 
conſumption both the puerile Atrophies as 
they call them, and the greateſt number of 
diſeaſes in our time.—During the progreſs 
of the diſeaſe and by the debilitating noxi- 
ous powers always increaſing the diſeaſe, 
the exterior parts of the body are drawn 


into conſent, and the organs of voluntary 


motion are attacked. Sometimes the 
legs, then the arms, -and other parts are 
variouſly diſtorted by ſpaſms. Sometimes 
the breaſt on all ſides, ſometimes the 
ſhoulders, and then the fides, with the 
back and neck are tortured, But what 


part 
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part of the body is exempted from pain, 
not the region of the loins, liver or ſto- 
mach; in which, tho' the acute pains 
that exiſt in them, and are imputed to 
inward inflammation, yet they really ariſe 
from the ſpaſmodic and convulſive moti- 
ons. That this is their true origin is 
confirmed by the uſe of ſtimuli, that often 
puts an end to ſuch diſorders either im- 
mediately or in a mort time, and replaces 
ſound health; it is confirmed alſo by the 
unhappy conſequences attendiag the con- 
trary method of cure, which preſcribes 
veneſection, different purges and abſti- 
nence, by which it returns with more 
violence again, as abſtinence alone is ſuth- 
cient to create evils, ſo high living hath 
been equal to deſtroy them. Theſe ſame 
pains as they are at one time joined with 
enormous motion, at another happen 
without it, fo they are intirely foreign 
from thoſe of inflammation. Which pains 
thereſore are to be joined to the concourſe 
of aſthenic ſymptoms, and are to be di- 
ſtinguiſned from others that have their 

C-c 2 origin 
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origin from a different ſource. Both 
Phlogiſtic and aſthenic Diatheſis mark 
their own peculiar pains. This obſerva- 
tion 1s of great ſervice to the general diſ- 
orders and intirely overturns the common 
received methods of cure. The head-ach, 
that frequent complaint is to be cured by 
ſtimulant remedies and by no means to be 
treated with devilitants, 


Symptoms of perturbation occur as 
well in the more greivous aſthenic 
diſorders as in the Phlogiſtic ones. Such 
the head undergoes in the epilepſy, apo- 
plexy, and Fevers ; the lungs in the aſthma, 
the alimentary canal in the cholera, colic, 
dyſpepſy and gout. Thus in the alimen- 
tary canal beſides the pains above menti- 
oned, there are other burning ſenſati- 
ons, anguiſh, contorted, and direful pu- 
niſhments, which are ſo very terrifying to 
him that feels the the pain as well as to 
the ſtanders by and creates a ſuſpicion of 
inflammation being the cauſe. Which 
is very and always has been a difficult 


thing 
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thing for thoſe that ſee ſuch diſturbance 


and tumult, and are young practitioners 
or ill informed phyſicians. Which diſ- 
orders nevertheleſs, have nothing to 
do with inflammation, and depend in- 
tirely on the the contrary ſtate of the 
ſyſtem; which is proved by that. fo 
often happy cure by ſtimulants, when- 
ever put to the trial. Opium and wine 
when adminiſtred are proofs of the ſame 
thing, as alſo other diffuſible ſtimuli, 
along with theſe broths of fleſh meat 
and fleſh meat itſelf and at laſt the 
uſual food and accuſtomed manner of 
living with caution not to uſe debili- 
tants is proper treatment. Which method 
of cure demonſtrates that theſe affections 
are free from inflammation, as well as all 
the parts of a Phlogiſtic Diatheſts. More- 
over common Phlogiſtic inflammation, be- 
cauſe it ſeems to occupy an outward 
ſpot is another proof that inflammation 
is not to be ſuſpected to be the cauſe 
in this place, 


The 


208 VARIOUS SYSTEMS 


The aſthenic perturbation of the 
lungs ſo often tortures us with intole 
rable and ſettled pain, that in order to 
deſtroy it, no moderation is appointed 

for veneſection, which has not only 
been uſeleſs, but often detrimental and 
pernicious ; when on the contrary ſti- 
mulant remedies have always anſwered. 
The breath is interrupted to ſuch a 
degree, and all that attend a proper pe- 
ripneumony, are ſo apparent that it 
is ſuſpected, or rather faithfully be- 
lieved that an inflammation is preſent. 
But if there be any apparent difference 
between this affection and that of in- 
flammation, that ſhadow of diſtinction 
does not lead us to reject our inflam- 
mation, but only brings on a. queſtion 
concerning its ſeat. But the arguments 
above mentioned are a ſufficient proof 
that there is no inflammation here at 
all, at leaſt not as the cauſe, and that 
it is a diſeaſe of true debility, By an 
Antiphlogiſtic method of cure the diſ- 
order increaſes, but when a ſtimulant 

1s 
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is applied it is diminiſhed or ae 


and that very ſoon, _ 

Thoſe formidable ſymptoms of per- 
turbation, which: attend the epilepſy, 
apoplexy, and Fevers, ſuch as ſleep and 
ſtupor are often falſe; which are called 
lethargic madneſs, &c. In the latter 
is obſerved the ſtartling of the tendons; 
in the former convulſion and a di- 
minution of voluntary motions, which 
have often been referred to irritation, 
as the lethargic madneſs, ſtarting of 
the tendons, and partly to a plethora 
or elſe to mobility joined with it; all 
theſe without diſtinction are owing to 
that ſame cauſe, which comprehends 
all the aſthenic diſeaſes, viz. to de- 


bility, Which is teſtified by the 4. 


bilitating noxious powers, which alone 
bring on theſe diſeaſes, as alſo by the 
remedies, whoſe whole operation con- 
ſiſts in ſtimulating, which eaſe and re- 


move theſe very ſame diſeaſes. In vain 
does the plethora put on the maſk of an 


apoplexy, 
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apoplexy, as if at that time or period 
of life when the body is near-dead and 
blood leſs, viz. when the uſual food 
is neither wanted, taken, nor digeſted, in 
which caſe how can more blood be ex- 
pected than in the moſt flouriſhing and 
ſtrong ſtate. On the contrary when an 
apoplexy comes on, from a. long con- 
tinuance or too great excitement in the 
way of life, the ſolids languiſh, the 
fluids are defective and their fountain, 
the blood is weakened, through indirect 
debility. The fame debility is found in 
the Epilepſy, the fame is the cauſe of 
ſcarcity of blood, only it is oftener attend- 
ant on indirect debility. Fevers may conſiſt 
in indirect debility, as in the confluent 
ſmall pox, or where drunkenneſs was 
the principle + cauſe that excited thoſe 
Feuers; but this is much oftener direct 
debility. And in all the caſes laid down 
the origin of the cauſe, and end of theſe 
| ſymptoms, as that of the other ones, that 
cauſe perturbation, - is debility.— Other 
arguments may be drawn from the mul- 

2 titude 
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titude of affections ; in moſt ſthenic diſeaſes ö 
which, tho they really ſeem to ariſe from 


too great a force of the powers of life, ab- 
ſolutely depend on debility, as is evident 
from their being removed by the applica- 
tion of ſtimulant powers. 


' 
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Of SLEEP and VIGILIA. 


HE excitability of animals is of ſuch a 


nature that it can neither be redun- 
dant nor deficient without injury to the 
ſyſtem, redundancy cauſes dire, and defi- 
ciency indirect debility. Each exciting power 
extended beyond proper bounds cauſes the 
latter, and being deficient the former a 
great force of them, ſleep and a deficiency 
of the ſame vigilia, provided they are 
within the bounds ſuitable for health, 
which if they exceed, oppoſite effects 
are the conſequence. Sleep therefore is the 
effect of our daily actions at firſt exciting 
more, but leſs at each ſucceeding i impetus, 
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yet in ſuch a manner as always to add 


ſomething, until that ſtate takes place 
where in excitement neceſſary for vigilia 
no longer exiſts. Of which our ex- 


iſtence is a proof, this is ſtrengthened 


by the operations of all the powers 
which are conducive to bring on ſleep. 


Thus heat not to extremes, or reduced 


from thence by cold to a ſtimulant de- 
gree, as alſo food, drink, labour, thought, 
the exerciſe of the affections (ſee page 66, 
Vor. I.) all reconcile us to ſleep, provid- 


ed they conſiſt within thoſe bounds 


that bring on indirect debility. 


On the contrary cold, carried within the 


limits of ſound health, not that extreme 
degree which is immediately the forerun- 


ner of death, abſtinence or any matter, 


that nouriſhes little, that diſtends little by 


its indirect ſtimulus, as ſmall drink, tea, 
coffee, or water eſpecially after the uſe 
of mellow liquors, intermiſſion of ac- 
cuſtomed work or exerciſe whether of 
body or mind, ſhame or fear and anguiſh 
after diſgrace, all bring on vigilia, when 


they 


\ 
þ o 
\ ; | 


they do not approach that ſtate of indirect 


debility neceſſary for fleep. Alſo gluttony, 
exquiſite drunkenneſs, labour of body or 
mind, a great force of the affections, and 
heat relaxing the ſyſtem are known to 
drive away fleep, but by ſtimulating too 
violently. 


As a certain degree of debility whether 


direct or indirect or partly mixed, is the 


cauſe of proper ſleep, ſo too great a degree 
of it as well as lively excitement are its 
greateſt enemies, when «they do not ap- 
proach to that height that borders on 
indirect debilicy. A perſon fatigued by 
his accuſtomed exerciſe is compoſed to 
ſleep, immediately, which flies from 


one uſing too little exerciſe or extreme 


labour. Healthy vigilia is brought 
on by that force of the exciting powers, 


which is equally diſtant from extreme 


direct or indirect debility, The morbid 
ſort- is generally occaſioned by direct, 


' ſeldom by indirect debility, and often 


by a mixture of both. But altho' a 
certain degree of dire debility is peculi- 


arly efficacious in caufing vigilia, it ſel- 
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dom, nevertheleſs or ſcarce ever happens, 
without ſome of the indirect along with 
it.—In ſthenic diſorders the Phlogiſtic 
Diatheſis accompanied with pain, is a 
cauſe of vigilia. When the vigilia con- 
tinues as long as the excitement remains 
within iadirect debility. But as the ſti- 
mulus of pain is not the ſame as ex- 
cites the ſyſtem powerfully indeed, but 

mildly, yet ſo acting on the part as to in- 
duce indirect debility; therefore the latter 
uſually ſoon puts an end to vigilia and 
brings on ſleep. REY 
In aſthenic diſeaſes vigilia is the reſult 
oftentimes of direct debility, the reafon 
is, the cauſe of the diſorder contains 
more debility in it than that which pro- 
duces ſleep. Thence here whatever ſti- 
mulates, whatever increaſes the excitement” 
to that point as it were, that induces ſleep, 
is afſiſted by a ſtimulant not by a ſedative 
power. In a ſmall degree of debilicy 
where the excitement falls ſhort, only a 
little of the point neceſſary for ſleep, a 
very ſmall ſtimulus is ſufficient, ſuch as a 

2, little 
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little portion of animal food, wine, or any 
other liquor of the ſame nature, a force 


of which is always to be applied in pro- 


portion to the magnitude of the cauſe. 


Opium poſſeſſes no peculiar quality, 
no virtue, which is not common to it 


along with all the other powers. In 
a caſe of great debility, as in Fevers, in 


a vehement fit of the gout, diſturbing the 
inward parts, with great pain, and other 
aſthenic complaints of the fame nature, 
as languor, when ſleep cannot be had 
through the violence of the diſeaſe, after 
vigilia of many days ſtanding, opium 
often brings on ſound fleep. In which 
caſe, becauſe the excitability is redundant, 
and therefore can bear but very little 
force of a ſtimulus (page 7, 8, 9, Vor. 
II.) Therefore we muſt begin by a very 
little one and proceed by degrees to more, 
until we arrive at the point wiſhed for. 


In aſthenic diſeaſes and thoſe arriſfing 


from indirect debility, when fleep allo is 
fied; to bring this back as well as to re- 


move 
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move the diſeaſe, and reſtore health, other 
ſtimulants are to be uſed as remedies, 
according to the magnitude of the debility, 
and diffuſibles, if it be very great. 


Theſe are the times and theſe the con- 
ditions of the body where opium is to be 
uſed for inducing fleep. In all the 
other fituations whether of ſound or 
morbid health it aſſiſts the actions as well 


of the body as of the mind, amongſt other 


N 


effects it diſſipates ſleep and induces a lively 
ſtate. Thus if any one falls aſleep 
without a manifeſt cauſe, opium renders 
him wonderfully alert and watchful, 
it diſſipates ſadneſs, produces confi- 
dence, turns fear into boldneſs, gives 
eloquence to the filent, aud bravery to 
cowards. Nobody in deſpair, and weari- 
ed of life ever killed or will kill himſelf 
if he takes an opiate, in proper quantity.* 
In a word through all the mediate degrees 
as it were of exctiement, opium by far is 
the moſt powerful ſtimulant of all the 
5 other 
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other powers, and thus in a Phlogiſtic Dia- 


theſis it is the moſt pernicious; becauſe 


being added to the ſyſtem in this tate, it 
not only in diſpoſes to fleep but it is in 
danger of bringing ſuddenly on thoſe 
diſorders from a Phlogittic ſtate to znd7- 
rect debility, and that unto death. 


Beſides the cauſes of fleeþ juſt men- 


tioned there are others, where a propen- 
ſity to it is morbid; as in the coma, 


which uſually happens in Fevers, and in 


fleep to thoſe that are feeble and weak. 
Of which the coma vigilia, is accounted 
the leſs dangerous. The cauſe is ma- 
nifeſt. For if morbid vigilia be a fign of a 
greater debzlity than that which confti- 
tutes ſleep, it is neceſſary that drowſi- 
neſs or a coma ſhould for that reaſon con- 


ſiſt in a leſs degree of it. A proof that 
the coma poſſeſſes leſs debility than vigilia, 


is, that the former is leſs dangerous and 
eaſier to be removed than the latter. Of 
which nevertheleſs, when it continues a 
long time, or brings on profound ſleep, 

we 


. 
IF 
| 
\ 
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we muſt take care leaſt it proves noxious 
by debilitating in another manner. In 
which caſe we muſt have recourſe to the 
forms of wine and opium, that the excite- 
ment may be brought to a proper magni- 
tude. 


In the gout, dyſpepſia, and cholic and 
moſt of the aſthenic diſorders that diſturb 
the alimentary canal particularly, which 
effect thoſe that are worn out with child- 
bearing and giving ſuck ; ſleep is often 
morbid and much of it of no ſervice. — 
The fame is the caſe with thoſe that by 
drunkenneſs and luxury fall into zudirect 
debility. That this depends either on di- 
rect or indirect debility is evident, becauſe 
whatever debilitates, increaſes the diſorder, 
and whatever invigorates removes the 
the ſame. Did time permit other argu- 
ments might be brought to ſupport this 
doctrine from the nature and treatment of 
diſeaſes both of the ſthenic and aſthenic 
form. 


The 
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The ASTHENIC DISORDERS. 


ITE form of diſorders, which may be 


properly called aſthenic, to diſtinguiſh 
it from the other one called ſthenic, is a 


ſtate of the living ſyſtem, in which all 
the functions are more or leſs impaired 


often diſturbed, and always almoſt ſome ' 
one is more manifeſtly affected. In ex- 


plaining which that order will beſt ſerve 
by which we may gradually paſs from the 
leaſt to the greateſt, through all the in- 
termediate degrees, as it- were, of debility. 


There are a great variety of ſymptoms 
which, being of no import here are not 
made uſe of, to diſtinguiſh the ſeries of 
diſorders. Conſequently, that what we 
have to ſay may appear the more certain, 
if not very exact, we will begin by enu- 
merating the principal ones. 


The aſthenic diſorders are, leanneſs, 
inquietude, madneſs ſcabby eruption, the 
aſthenic ſcarlatina, the mild diabetes, 
VOL. H. E e 
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rickets, 
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rickets, hæmorrhæa, ſuch as the menor- 
rhea, epiſtixis, the piles, alſo an apparent 
contrary ſtate to theſe; viz. a ceſlation, 
retention and ſuppreſſion of menſtruation, 
alſo thirſt, vomiting, indigeſtion, diar- 
rhea, colicanodyne; puerile affections alſo, 
as the worms, tabes, mild dyſentery, 
cholera, the angina, ſcurvy, mild hyſtera, 

rheumatalgia, the aſthenic cough, cyſtir- 
rhea, the gout of the ſtrong, the aſthma, 
ſpaſm, anaſarca, dyſpepſodynia, ſevere hyſ- 
'teria, the gout.of the weak, hypochondri- 
aſis, dropſy, pertuſſis, epilepſy, pally, 
triſmus, apoplexy, tetanus, Fevers as the 
quartan, tertian, and quotidian, the ſevere 
dyſentery and cholera, the ſy nochus, ſimple 
typhus, cynanche gangrenoſa, the confluent 
pox, the peſtilential typhus, the plague, 
and death the greateſt of all.— This ſeries 
of aſthenic diſorders is ſo to be underſtood 
that thoſe which for the moſt part are 
mild, and thoſe geneqally ſevere diſpute 
ſometimes which are more violent e g. 
The gout of the weak, the peſtilential 
typhus, 
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typhus, or the plague itſelf, ſometimes 
proceed with the greateſt mildneſs. 


The local affections often attending 
theſe diſorders, ſuch as ulcers, tumours, 
increaſed excretions, great diſcharges of 
blood and inflammations, are marks of a 
certain debility, which notwithſtanding 
might happen without ſuch. 


Hence becauſe in this ſeries the force 
of debility is what is principally attended 
to, with diſorders which are accompanied 
with thoſe affections are often joined 
others not attended with any ſuch, as the 
hyſteric and /þa/modrc ones; and to thoſe 
diſeaſes are often joined the dropſy; 
Without attending to the ſymptoms, there- 
fore we muſt chiefly have in view the 
magnitude of debility, nor is the removing 
the diſeaſed ſtate of any particular part 
what we are chiefly to attend to, but that 
of the whole ſyſtem. 
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Of LOCAL DISEASES, 
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JF OCAL diſeaſes, by the order of nature 
are divided into five parts, of which 
the firſt belongs to organic diſeaſe, where 
there is no general affection of the ſyſtem, - 
*none except in the part firſt affected. 
Which injury happens ſeldom but to the 
parts as they are called leſs ſenſible, or 
more free from Eg waa 
The ſecond part of organic or local 
diſeaſes takes place either in internal or 
external parts, which poſſeſs a great de- 
gree of ſenſibility, in which caſe the af- 
„ | fection of the local injury is communica- 
= ted to the whole ſyſtem, here many ſymp- 
1 toms occur ſimilar to theſe, which are 
x peculiar to general diſeaſes, 


1 - The third conſiſts in thoſe diſeaſes 
1 depending on increaſed or diminiſhed 
excitement which arrive at that magnitude, 
that the parts being no longer eæxciteable, 
| can 
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| can be aQed upon by no remedies, fo as 


to remove ſuch a ſtate, 


The fourth part belongs to thoſe diſ- 


eaſes wherein contagion externally appli- 


ed to the body is diffuſed thro' the whole. 


32 Jr . "5 - wa. the. 
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The fifth part of local diſcaſes ariſes 
from poifon applied and diffuſed thro' all 
the veſſels. The conſequence of which 
is a morbid ſtate of parts more diſtant, by 
which the ſyſtem becomes ſo remarkably 
affected. 


As to what belongs to the firſt of local 

diſeaſes of the organs, the injuries which 
cauſe them are ſuch powers, as act by 

dividing the organ by deſtroying its con- 

* tinuity by gnawing or eroding, by poi- 
ſoning or otherwiſe injuring the part, or 
by contuſion, compreſſion, or diſtention of 
the nerves ſo as to deſtroy continuity. 


4 ä — ͥ as ot — — — 


The noxious powers are whatever cuts, | 

whatever pricks, or whatever by the force 
of inſtruments of war is driven deep into 
| the 
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the body, acrid ſubſtances and poiſon 
deſtroy the continuity in a different man- 
ner. | 


When the injury received is inconſi- 
derable nothing more is neceſſary than 
the ſecluſion of air and cold, and the 
avoiding any irritating matter. 


When the ſurface therefore is injured 
in its texture, either by cutting or by 
the poiſonous ſtings of animalcules, or 
by any kind of acrimony, or by fire ap- 
plied to any part of the body; dreſſings 
that are light, mild, and oily are ſuffici- 
ent. The diviſion of the Phlegmaſia into 
phlegmon and erythema is neugatory, and 
miſleading from the knowledge of the 
truth, as well in the cauſe, as method of 
cure. For altho! the cauſe, as they ſay, 

being removed, they differ in place, and 
in like manner in appearance; Inaſmuch 
as the ſecluſion of air and other ſtimuli 
is effectual for the cure, it follows that 
the nature of all muſt be the ſame, 


In 
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In contuſion, compreſſion, and diſtor- 
tion of 'the nerves, the remedies are moſt- 
ly the ſame, there is need of reſt here, 
and tepid fomentations. In all this part 
of the affections, a certain force of nature 
acts for the cure here as in univerſal diſ- 
eaſes (ſee page 66 Vor. I.) this is the Vis 
medicatrix nature, ſo much famed by 
phyſicians, but in this caſe there is no- 
thing happens contrary to what' does in 
the cure of general diſeaſes, for if proper 
remedies are applied, a cure takes place 
in both. If a proper method of cure is 
neglected, the folution of continuity 
degenerates into a worſe affection and 
often afterwards into a gangrene or death 
of a part. Therefore nothing elſe hap- 
pens here than what does in general diſ- 
eaſes. Excitability or the property of 
life, whereby the actions are affected, 
whenever life is deſtroyed in the part, and 
in the whole body, when the external 
powers acting on the excitability, being 
rouſed by theſe powers, as well in the 

parts 


* 
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parts affected, as in the whole ſyſtem, 
directs the ſtate of the ſimple ſolids. 


As to- what belongs to the ſolution of 
continuity, all the ſolids Whether living 
or dead have a common property of 
coheſion, and coalecing one wieh another. 
Wich reſpect to the ſecond part of local 
diſeaſes, theſe have been by a miſtake held 
for univerſal ones on account of the con- 
fuſion of the whole ſyſtem ariſing from 
the affection of the part. The particular 
ſymptoms are heat and thirſt, both of 
which are increaſed on taking eſcalent 
things, and by all kinds of drink, and 
whatever is taken into the ſtomach, at- 
tended by anxiety, hickups a deſire of 
vomiting or a ſudden throwing up of 
whatever is taken in, the pulſes in a ſhort 
time becoming weak, ſoon quick, and 
rather hardiſh. The exciting powers are 
violent ſtimulants, or ſuch as deſtroy the 
continuity that act by cutting, or by 
_ pricking, or .2crid ſubſtances that by e- 
roſion, ſuch as the bones of fiſhes, pow- 
dered glaſs, cayenne pepper and the like. 


The 
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dbe ENT ERTLT IS. A 


n Enteritis is a local affection in 
which the abdomen is acutely pain- 

ed 5 diſtended, and in which: the whole 
umbilical region is as if it were twiſted; 
attended with vomiting, bound belly, 
and-a pulſe ſimilar to that in the I. 


The acute pain of the abdomen de- 
pends on inflammation, the deſtention of 
the ſame and the compreſſion of the bow- 
els are the conſequence of retained fæces. 
The ſame is the cauſe of vomiting, by 
the periſtaltic motion, being prevented 
from procceding downwards, the uſual 
way. Inflammation cauſes the pain a» 
round the umbilicus, becauſe the greateſt 
part of the inteſtines which are affected 
with the diſeaſe are comprehended in that 
region. 


The diagnoſtics are the ſame as in the 
gaſtritis; except that in this ſometimes 
on account of the torpor of the periſtaltic 

Vol. 78 Ff motion, 
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the real nephritis, the cyſtitis without a 


along by the veſſels or can they be fo car- 


——— __—_— A 


motion, the ſeeds of fruits, hairs or other 
foreign matters, adhere to the ſides of 
the inteſtines which through irritation 
bring on inflammation ; this circumſtance 
if well attended to does not contradict 
what is laid down reſpecting the diagno- 
ſis. The cure is altogether the ſame as in 
the gaſtritis. | | 


All the other plegmaſiæ marked by 
this title, ſuch as the ſplenitis, hepatitis, 


ſtone, the hyſteritis not ariſing from a 
ſcirrhus tumour, and the peritonitis, do 
not belong to this part at all, as being 
diſeaſes that if ever they be the conſe- 
quence of inflammation, do not ariſe from 
the above ſtimulants or acrid ſubſtances, 
neither of which can paſs to the incloſed 
viſcera, for they are, either not carried 


ried, but they proceed from the relicts of 
other diſeaſes of which I ſhall ſpeak 
hereafter, with the following exception. 


The 
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The exception ariſes from injuries re- 
ceived, by whatever ſudden means whether 
they are the conſequence of wounds from 
ſharp inſtruments or contuſion. 


Should the liver be wounded, the He- 
patitis will be evident from a pain of the 
right NY IOgondrinm, 8 attended 


with vomiting. 


The Splenitis is known by the affection 
being in the left hy pochondrium. 


A real Neephritis as they call it, is 
known by a pain in the kidneys, attended 
with vomiting and ſtupor of the leg. 


A Cyſtitis by a ſwelling and pain in 
'the region of the bladder, 


A flux of biood attended with inflam- 
mation, ſuch as happens in the hyſteritis, 
from violent labour, in abortion, or in 
the wound of any interior part, is eafily 
diſcerned by the, pain of the part affected, 
and by the accident preceding. 
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ereus. 


Tur Hyſteritis is attended with a 
x burning pain, and tenſion of the 
hypogaſtrium together with vomiting, 


y 
- 
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The noxious powers exciting the hyſ- 
teritis all amount to violence offered the 
uterus, thus at the time of birth improper 
means being uſed, the delivery forced by 
Ignorance, or by a premature extraction, 
very often the continuity of the uterus 
is deſtroyed. 


— pI + pers, CAPE 


; —_— _ 
Een 
En abs 


And as often a great deal of blood is thus 
loſt, and a weakneſs of the whole body 
follows the local affection, therefore, not 
as is uſually done, is blood to be taken 
artificially, and purging uſed, but all kinds 


— * * 3 v 2 I 
: -y " ” on 


aſs 2 
— 0 — - = ” R as 
— — FR Am — IX — — 9 2 om, — 335 * 
rt Cr none —. — — — ** L n 
9 . 


. of it muſt be avoided, and proper food 
'Y given the woman, but firſt the part af- 
1 fected muſt be attended to, the body 
Y muſt be placed in a horizontal poſition, 
| and reſt obtained, rich broths and 
| wine muſt be given, ſolid animal 
| food is to be caten by bits, but often, 


and 
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and the vulva is to be waſhed with cold 


water. And if by chance, the debilicy 
becomes greater, recourſe mult be had to 
wine in larger quantity, and drink ftrong- 
er thap this, with opiates are to be uſed. 
The uſe of which is not to be neglected, 


not even during the commencement of 
the diſeaſe. | 


A BOR TTVN. 


N Abortion, the back, the loins, * 
the belly, like women in labour, are 


pained, the menſtrua are univerſally diſ- 
charged, and blood inordinately flows 
{rom the vagina, 


The exciting powers are immoderate 


exerciſe, falls, falſe ſteps, great exertion in 


running, going up heights or down : Ne- 


vertheleſs the diſeaſe ſeldom happens ex- 


cept to people indiſpoſed before hand, it is 
often the conſequence of ſome weakneſs 
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left after a "ATOM abortion which moſtly 


increaſes in proportion to their number. 


The mode of prevention is to guard a- 
gainſt all the exciting noxious powers, if 
walking be too fatiguing, it is proper to 
ride on horſe back or in a carriage, from 
the third month of pregnancy till the 
ſeventh 1s over, to ſtrengthen the body 
and to inculcate the greateſt tranquillity 
of mind, 


The intention of cure is to preſerve a 
horizontal poſition with the hips raiſed 
higher than the head, to ſtudy reſt, both of 
body and mind, to repair the loſs of blood, 
with broths and wine, and torſtrengthen 
the veſſels particularly with opiates, that 
their pores may be the more contracted, 
and thus to remove atony and laxity, 
which are the chief cauſes of the pro- 
fluvia. 
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DIFFICULT. LABOUR. 


T N Difficult Labour, which for the moſt 
1 part ariſes from weakneſs, and always 
if it continues long, increaſes the debility, 
the woman is to be kept up with wine 


and n n in enen to the weakneſs. 


When any part of the "ns OR is | iojured- 
by the aboye mentioned noxious ,powers, 
and the fetus is brought forth along with 
the placenta, the woman mult be placed in 
bed as in an abortion, ſhe muſt be ftrength- 
ened with broths, fleſh of tender fowl, 
wine and the higher ſtimuli, the contraries 
muſt be avoided, and the healing of the 
wound may in time be expected. 


CONCERNING Deeper WOUNDS. 


THERE an extraneous body as a 
bullet, if that be the cauſe is taken 
out, or even if it remains within a place 


not 
* 
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not mortal, firſt the whole body is highly 
irritated; is warm, pained and toffed 
about, the pulſes are ſtrong, full, and more 
frequent than in health, which ariſe/ from 
this cauſe, that the local ſtimulus either 
of the, bullet, or of the inflammation ſuc- 
cceding the wound, continually irritating 
the ſeat of CRY affects the whole 
ſyſtem. + LENT | 

5 In this caſe, eee Dia. 
thelis on account of the irritation of the 
wound is commonly ſuppoſed to ariſe all 
over the body, conſequently the antiphlo- 
giſtic method of cure is Aways uſed thro' 
the courſe of the diſeaſe, and the uſe of 
opium, which is conjoined with the An- 
tiphlogiſtic remedies is taken only to allay 
and obtund the pain, and conſequently 
thro' fear of Fevers, a great deal of blood 
is diſcharged by art, the belly purged, 
aliment denied, abſtinence; inculcated, 
whenge death oftener proceeds than Health. 


All this ceafimine is falſe, as 1s demon- 
ſtrated by the principles of this doctrine, 


*F 


\ 
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and by the bad ſucceſs attending this me- 
thod of cure. In a perſon who has loſt 
much blood, a redundancy of it canaot 
be the cauſe of a ſthenic Diatheſis. Nei- 
ther can any more probable account be 
«given why the ſerous fluids ſhould be 
taken away, or that new ones ſhould not 
be produced by nouriſhing diet. A 
quickneſs of the pulſe, is a fooliſh argu- 
ment, to prove an abundance of blood and 
too great vigour, or if any irritation, that 
it might require an Antiſthenic cure; 
for unleſs at the ſame time that the pulſe 

is hard, it is full and ſtrong, the 
quickneſs depends on debility and a ſcarcity 
of blood, as we have often before demon- 
ſtrated. Since,in fine, the ſthenic Diathefis 
depends on the commoa ſthenic noxious 
powers; fince the violence of the pain, 3 
from a local affection, and particularly 
from an inflammation, does not tend to 

increaſe this Diatheſis, but debilitate. 

(ſee page 222 Vor, II.) This is another 

reaſon, why the habit ſhould be thought 

to remain either the ſame as it was before 

Vo. II. 6 g the 
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the wound, or to degenerate into an aſthe- 
nic one. Laſtly, the true explication of 


the difference between an irritation and a 


ſthenic Diatheſis, is a confirmation of the 
ſame thing. Since the ſthenic Diatheſis 
is that ſtate of the body, which is cauſed, 
by all the ſtimulants in common, and the 
fullneſs of the veſſcls, which, have the 
ſame effect, and whigh is cured by debili- 
tants in general, and attenuating remedies. 
On the contrary, irritation is that, in 
whach, for want of proper ſtimulants the 
whole ſyſtem is weakened ; often a local 
ſtimulus, ſuch as a diſtention exciting 
ſpaſm, or a mere acid cauſing convulſion 
or the pain of a wound, bringing on this 
general commotion, cauſes enormous mo- 
tion in a weak ſyſtem; but, whether the 
debility be void of a ſtimulus, or excited 
by it, there is never need of debilitants and 
attenuativg remedies, but often of mode- 
rate ſtimulants ; and the only thing to be 
taken care of, is, leſt the method of treat- 


| ment ſhould cauſe a ſthenic Diatheſis, and 


thus an Jdropaihic diſorder would be 
joined 


* 


Or MEDICINE 237 


joined · to a local one, which would cer 
tainly be exaſperated by it. As therefore 
under the apprehenſion of approaching 
Fever, and to allay the diſturbance ariſing 
from thence, the Antiſthenic cure is not 
to be applied, which on the contrary 
ſerves to increaſe the Fever and ſtir up 
that diſturbance; ſo neither is the ſti- 
mulant method to be tried, unleſs the 
wound be already cloſed, or the diforder 1s 
great, and a deal of debility is already come 
on from the continuance of the pain, leſt 
the blood be hurried, more rapidly than 
the caſe will bear, and with a more increaſ- 
ed motion thro' the veſſels. For neither 
Diatheſis is underſtood to be preſent, and 
only a commotion of the ſyſtem depend- 
ing bn a local affection, conſequently 
there is no need of either remedies. 
During the firſt days of this diſorder, 
becauſe the patient undergoes no longer 
any geſtation or exerciſe, or the other 
operations of the body or mind, as he 
uſually does, conſequently leſs food and 
ſupport is required, therefore ſomething 

G g 2 muſt 
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muſt be ſo ſubtracted from the ordinary 
ſtimuli, as whatever is applied, may cor- 
reſppnd to the preſent condition of the 
patient, and with the ſtate of the wound 
juſt now mentioned (page 230 Vor. II.) 
Therefore leaſt the impetus in the veſſels 
ſhould be too great, the patient muſt be 
kept quiet, put in an eaſy poſition and 
cautiouſly moved, and make urine without 
being raiſed. For food, broths are rather 
to be taken than ſolid fleſh meat, the 
wound muſt be often examined and 
light, and 'bland dreſſings made uſe of. 
And if, during the time of the dreſſing, 
the ſpirits ſhould ſink, cordials are to be 
adminiſtered. After ſome days, more or 
leſs, according to the ſtrength of the 
patient, ſhould the habit run on to M=ility, 
through the magnitude or continuance of 
the pain, beſides the broths allowed of 
before, fleſh meat, as rich and tender as 
poſſible muſt be given, and wine often, but 
ſparingly, recourſe muſt alſo be had to 
opium, which is uſually given at the be- 
ginning, and to other more diffuſible 
ſtimuli 
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ſtimuli if there be any ſuch, and the diſ- 
caſe is to be treated in the ſame manner as 
the Typhus. When any tender parts are in- 
jured by any rude matter, ſuch as a thorn 
driven under the nail (page 222 Vol. II.) 
and an inflammation is ſeemingly diffuſed 
through the ſyſtem from the part injured 
then on account of the part affected, the 
whole body is drawn into conſent, the 
injured part is to be bathed with warm 
water, and covered with lint and ſoft and 
gentle ointment ; and while the diſeaſe 
ſeems to ſpread, the perſon mult alſo be 
kept quiet, and nothing further will ge- 
nerally be found neceſſary. 


Suppuration, Puſtula, Anthrax, Bubo, - 
Gangrene, and Sphacelus, are all the 
reſult of general diſeaſes, degenerating in- 
to local ones ; the method of treating each 
of which, is evident from t 
already delivered. 


END OF THE SECONARE, VOL, 


= © — — 
—ůů Wo 


—— 


« 40 an” „ mm 


ERRAT A. I. 


TyPOGRAPHICA GRAVIORA., 


P. 15% J. g. for on read an. P. 11. for ſold read ſolid. 
P. 18. J. 11. for affef read ect. P. 51.1. 6. for euey 
read every. P. 77.1. 8. for indirect read direct. P. 82. 
J. 8. after higher read or lower. 1. 15. dele or a clammy 
ſweat. I. 19. after latter read it takes place P. 94+ l. 4. 
dele the, P. 103. J. 8. for eleminated read eliminated. P. 
136. laſt J. for indication read operation. P. 138. J. 3. 
after diſeaſe read can be thus accounted for. P. 143. . 
14. for theſe read this. P. 1 5. J. 10. for is read ore. 
P. 163 J. 18. dele in. P. 172. J. 11. after yourſelf r 
it. P. 179. J. 3. after which read it. Join the lower 
break in reading. P. 181. laſt J. after condemn read 75. 


P. 190. J. 3. &c, cele in fine. 
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P. 30. J. 14. for the read proper. P. 35. J. 5. for of 
read to. P. 57. I. 2. for with read of. P. 69. J. 10. for 
excites read exerts. P 70.1. 4. after whatſoever read 
caſe. J. 5. for offended read injured. l. 8. for ſ;me read 
ſame. P. 74. J. 15 dele tho. P. 8 J. 17. Kc for miflafie 
read miſiake. P. 86. 1. 6. after wanting read hre. P. 
87. J. 21. for @ read av. P. 91. J. 20. after either read 
of. P. 92. J. 4. for emerging read ariſing. P. 93. 1. g. 
for corrobates read corroborates. P. 94. J. 23. after thus 
read in, P. 95. dele while. P. 9. 1. 18. dele and. 
{. 20. dele which. P. 99. for phrenetica read phrenitica. 
P. 102. J. 4. dele or. J. 5. add s to take, P. 109. J. 
15. for as read 16. J. 16. after be add /: P. 114. J. 3. 
dele ing add 5. J. 13. for paſſeſſes read Poſſeſs. P. 1 17. 
J. 3. for hurtful read hereafter. P. 118, J. 17, for that 


read 


—— 
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| : 
read or, P. 119. 7. 6, for turned read tumid. I. 13, for 
expreſſed read expoſed. 1. 16, in admits dele s. P. 120. /. 
10. for ſometime read ſometimes. l. 18. for generally read 
general. P. 122. J. 2. after doubt read Of, I 4. after ſelf 
dele . fur from read Form. I. 13. for ect read effect. 
P. 124. J. 14. after potwers, read are. P. 132. J. 5. after 
conſlitute read it. I. 13. after afterwards dele . for Nhat 
reid which. P. 153. l. 3. after number dele except, &c. 
J. 16. for particularly read eſpecially. P. 1 35. J. 3. add 
þ before as. P. 137. /. 10. for theſe read there. P. 138. 
J. 5. after that, read that. P. 142. J. 14. for evils read 
diſeaſes. I. 16. to part add 3. 7. 18. after as for it read 
truth. I. 19. after invar;able dele . add, Sc. P. 1:6, J. 
2. for ſum read ſame. P. 147. dele lait , add it is 
evegent. P. 154.74. 5. dele of P. 166. J. 1. after the 
add otter. P. 171. J. 20, for We mut. read Mluſt we 
P. 183. l. 3. for latter read former. P. 188. J. 7. for 
hard» read tardy. P. 189. J. 10. for diminiſbed read 
weakened. P. 196 J. 24. for excited read excites. P. 
197. tranſpoſe from 16th to 21ſt. /.* P. 203. after ju/? 
" add as. J. 21. Kc. dele particularly in his head, after 
diſeaſe, read particularly. P. 204. J. 17. for diſeaſe read 
fame. l. 20. dele are. P. 205. J. 23. after therefore 
add eng P. 209. J. 8. for Hartling read twitching. 
P. 212. after prof dele, add . &c. 


„ 
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Or underſtand, that extricated air, ſordes or hard 
feces, are the offending matter. 


